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Abstract: We theoretically investigate the optomechanically induced transparency (OMIT) phe-
nomenon and the fast and slow light effects of a four-mode optomechanical system with the Kerr
medium. The optomechanical system is composed of an array of three single-mode cavities and a
mechanical oscillator. The three cavities are a passive cavity, a no-loss-gain cavity and a gain optical
cavity, respectively. A Kerr medium is inserted in the passive cavity. We study the influence of the
Kerr medium on the stability of the optomechanical system, and find that the stable regime of the
optomechanical system can be adjusted by changing the Kerr coefficient. We demonstrate that the
phenomenon of optomechanically induced transparency will appear when the Kerr medium exists
in the optomechanical system and find that the frequency position of the absorption peak on the left
increases linearly with the Kerr coefficient. In addition, we also investigate the fast and slow light
effects in this system. The results show that we can control the fast and slow light by adjusting the
Kerr coefficient, tunneling strength, and driving field strength. This study has potential application
prospects in the fields of quantum optical devices and quantum information processing.

Keywords: Kerr medium; optomechanically induced transparency (OMIT); slow–fast light

1. Introduction

Over the last decade, cavity optomechanical systems, which explore the interaction
between the optical cavity and mechanical mode, have received extensive attention in many
rapidly developing fields [1], such as the cooling of mechanic modes to ground-state [2–5],
quantum entanglement [6,7], photon blockade [8–15], mass sensing [16–18], parity-time
(PT) symmetry [19–24], optical field control [25–29], etc. As a typical example of controlling
the output spectrum of the optical field, optomechanically induced transparency (OMIT)
is widely used in optical storage [30] and quantum information and communication
processes [31,32]. The physical mechanism of OMIT is similar to electromagnetically
induced transparency (EIT), which is essentially caused by the interference between the
anti-Stokes scattering field and the probe field. In detail, when pump light and weak
probe light act on the cavity at the same time, the anti-Stokes photon formed will interfere
with the photon in the probe field, so that the absorption of the probe field by the optical
cavity is zero. The interesting phenomenon was first proposed by Agarwal et al. [33,34],
and verified by Weis et al. [35] and Painter et al. [36] in the experiment. Additionally,
we can focus on the advantages of different quantum systems in the same hybrid cavity
optomechanical system by the interaction of a mechanical resonator and an optical cavity.
Therefore, the multiple-OMIT phenomena have been studied theoretically in hybrid cavity
optomechanical systems [37–43], such as the triple optomechanical system [37], the L-G
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rotational-cavity optomechanical system [38], the atomic media-assisted optomechanical
system [39–42], the microtoroid cavity optomechanical system [43], etc.

In addition, the adjustment of the output spectrum will cause rapid phase dispersion,
which will change the group delay of the light pulses. We can achieve slow light or fast
light effects by controlling the group delay of the output light field [44–47]. Generally, the
probe field in a transparent window usually has rapid phase dispersion. This means that
we can connect the multiple-OMIT phenomenon with the slow and fast light effect of the
optomechanical system. The slow and fast light effect of the optomechanical system has
attracted extensive attention in optical communication and interferometry [48,49], and
the appearance of multiple-OMIT provides an important platform for further study of
slow and fast effect. In recent years, many people have begun to study fast and slow light
effects in different cavity optomechanical systems. Wang et al. [50] studied the slow or fast
light effect in PT-symmetric mechanical systems and found that the amplification of group
delay could be effectively controlled by the mechanical exceptional point. This provides
a new way to adjust the switch from slow light to fast light. Additionally, Han et al. [41]
theoretically studied the optical properties in an atom-assisted optomechanical system
with a mechanical pump and demonstrated that the phase and amplitude of the external
pump can be used to tune fast and slow light. Additionally, Ziauddin et al. [51] considered
two atoms inside the optomechanical system to study slow and fast light propagation.
Liu et al. discussed the nonreciprocal transmission and fast and slow light effects in the
microtoroid cavity optomechanical system in Ref. [43].

Meanwhile, we know that the nonlinear optical effect can be significantly enhanced by
adding the nonlinear medium into the optomechanical system. Therefore, the optomechan-
ical system with the nonlinear medium has been widely investigated in recent years [52].
The effects of the nonlinear medium on the cooling, steady-state, and entanglement of
optomechanical systems have been studied in Refs. [53–55]. In addition, there is a poten-
tial application in the field of the control of output optical spectra in the optomechanical
system. Li et al. [56] added a degenerate optical parametric amplifier (OPA) and a higher-
order-excitation atom into the optomechanical system, and theoretically studied the optical
response of the output field and the fast and slow light. We can know from Ref. [57] that
the existence of the Kerr medium can adjust the spectral position of OMIT.

Motivated by these developments, we consider a triple optomechanical system with
the Kerr medium driven by the strong driving field and weak probe field, as shown in
Figure 1. In the hybrid cavity optomechanical system, we study the effect of nonlinear
enhancement in the passive cavity on the stability of the system. Additionally, we theo-
retically investigate the OMIT phenomenon and tunable fast and slow light in the hybrid
cavity optomechanical system. The position of the absorption peak can be changed linearly
by adjusting the Kerr coefficient, which provides a new way to measure the Kerr medium.
In addition, we can control the fast and slow light phenomena by adjusting the Kerr coeffi-
cient, tunneling strength, and driving strength. Therefore, we provide a new method for
the study of fast and slow light effects.

Crystals 2021, 11, x FOR PEER REVIEW 3 of 14 
 

 

2. Model 
As shown in Figure 1, we consider the hybrid cavity optomechanical system consist-

ing of the optical trimer system containing a Kerr medium and a mechanical oscillator. 
The optical trimer system comprises a passive cavity 1a , a no-loss-gain cavity 0a  and an 
active cavity 2a , and the photon-tunneling strengths between two adjacent cavities are 

1J  and 2J , respectively. We can change the tunneling strength between adjacent cavities 
by adjusting the distance between them. Meanwhile, the Kerr medium is inserted in the 
passive cavity with the Kerr coefficient of χ . Here, the loss rate and the resonance fre-
quency of the passive cavity 1a  are, respectively, 1γ  and 1cω ; 2γ  and 2cω  are the gain 
rate and the resonance frequency of active cavity 2a ; and the resonance frequency of no-
loss-gain cavity 0a  is 0cω . In addition, the passive cavity 1a  interacts with the mechan-
ical oscillator, and the optomechanical coupling strength is 1g . The decay rate and its 
resonance frequency of the mechanical oscillator are mγ  and mω , respectively. In addi-
tion, the optomechanical cavity is driven by a strong driving field dΩ  with frequency 

dω  and a weak probe field pε  with frequency 
p

ω . The total Hamiltonian of the hybrid 
cavity optomechanical system in the rotating frame at the frequency dω  can be written 
as the following form: 

( ) ( ) ( )
( ) ( )

2 2
1 1 1 0 0 0 2 2 2 1 1

1 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 2 0 2 0 2

* *
1 1 1 1

c c c m

i t i t
d d p p

H a a a a a a b b a a

g a a b b J a a a a J a a a a

i a a i a e a eδ δ

ω χ

ε ε

+ + + + +

+ + + + + +

+ + −

= Δ + Δ + Δ + +

− + + + + +

+ Ω − Ω + −

 (1)

where ( ) 0,1, 2ci ci d iω ωΔ = − =  are the detunings of the three cavity modes from the driv-
ing field; p dδ ω ω= −  is the detuning between the probe field and the pump field; and 

2d a d dpκ ωΩ =   and 2p a p ppε κ ω=   are the amplitude of the strong driving field 

and the weak probe field, respectively. Here, ( )d pp p  are the powers of the driving (probe) 
field. We can know from Equation (1) that the first three terms denote the free Hamilto-
nian of three single-mode cavities. Here, the operators ( )1 1a a+ , ( )0 0a a+  and ( )2 2a a+  rep-
resent the annihilation (creation) operators of photons in the passive cavity, no-loss-gain 
cavity, and gain cavity, respectively. The fourth term of the equation is the free Hamilto-
nian representing the mechanical oscillator, and the operator ( )b b+  represents the anni-
hilation (creation) operator of phonons. The next term represents the Hamiltonian of the 
Kerr medium. The next term represents the optomechanical coupling between the passive 
cavity and mechanical oscillator. The next two terms denote the interaction Hamiltonian 
of adjacent cavities. The last two terms of Equation (1) represent the interaction between 
the passive cavity and two input fields, i.e., strong pump field and weak probe field. 

Figure 1. Schematic diagram of a hybrid cavity optomechanical system. It consists of three single-
mode cavity arrays, a Kerr medium, and a mechanical oscillator. In addition, the passive cavity is 
driven by an external laser field and a weak probe field. 

Figure 1. Schematic diagram of a hybrid cavity optomechanical system. It consists of three single-
mode cavity arrays, a Kerr medium, and a mechanical oscillator. In addition, the passive cavity is
driven by an external laser field and a weak probe field.
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The structure of the paper is as follows. In Section 2, the theoretical model of the op-
tomechanical system is introduced and the linearized Hamiltonian is derived. In Section 3,
we obtain the Heisenberg–Langevin equation of the system. Moreover, we obtain the
Jacobian matrix and calculate the Lyapunov exponent by the equation. Additionally, we
obtain the output field of the probe frequency. Then, we analyze the OMIT phenomenon in
Section 4. Meanwhile, we discuss the fast and slow light effects of the system in Section 5.
Finally, the conclusions are given in Section 6.

2. Model

As shown in Figure 1, we consider the hybrid cavity optomechanical system consisting
of the optical trimer system containing a Kerr medium and a mechanical oscillator. The
optical trimer system comprises a passive cavity a1, a no-loss-gain cavity a0 and an active
cavity a2, and the photon-tunneling strengths between two adjacent cavities are J1 and J2,
respectively. We can change the tunneling strength between adjacent cavities by adjusting
the distance between them. Meanwhile, the Kerr medium is inserted in the passive cavity
with the Kerr coefficient of χ. Here, the loss rate and the resonance frequency of the passive
cavity a1 are, respectively, γ1 and ωc1; γ2 and ωc2 are the gain rate and the resonance
frequency of active cavity a2; and the resonance frequency of no-loss-gain cavity a0 is
ωc0. In addition, the passive cavity a1 interacts with the mechanical oscillator, and the
optomechanical coupling strength is g1. The decay rate and its resonance frequency of the
mechanical oscillator are γm and ωm, respectively. In addition, the optomechanical cavity
is driven by a strong driving field Ωd with frequency ωd and a weak probe field εp with
frequency ωp . The total Hamiltonian of the hybrid cavity optomechanical system in the
rotating frame at the frequency ωd can be written as the following form:

H = ∆c1a+1 a1 + ∆c0a+0 a0 + ∆c2a+2 a2 + ωmb+b + χa+2
1 a2

1
−g1a+1 a1(b+ + b) + J1

(
a+0 a1 + a0a+1

)
+ J2

(
a+0 a2 + a0a+2

)
+i
(
a+1 Ωd − a1Ω∗d

)
+ i
(

a+1 εpe−iδt − a1ε∗peiδt
) (1)

where ∆ci = ωci − ωd (i = 0, 1, 2) are the detunings of the three cavity modes from the
driving field; δ = ωp − ωd is the detuning between the probe field and the pump field;
and Ωd =

√
2κa pd/hωd and εp =

√
2κa pp/hωp are the amplitude of the strong driving

field and the weak probe field, respectively. Here, pd
(

pp
)

are the powers of the driving
(probe) field. We can know from Equation (1) that the first three terms denote the free
Hamiltonian of three single-mode cavities. Here, the operators a1

(
a+1
)
, a0
(
a+0
)

and a2
(
a+2
)

represent the annihilation (creation) operators of photons in the passive cavity, no-loss-gain
cavity, and gain cavity, respectively. The fourth term of the equation is the free Hamiltonian
representing the mechanical oscillator, and the operator b(b+) represents the annihilation
(creation) operator of phonons. The next term represents the Hamiltonian of the Kerr
medium. The next term represents the optomechanical coupling between the passive
cavity and mechanical oscillator. The next two terms denote the interaction Hamiltonian of
adjacent cavities. The last two terms of Equation (1) represent the interaction between the
passive cavity and two input fields, i.e., strong pump field and weak probe field.

3. Quantum Dynamics and Fluctuations

For the convenience of discussing the dynamics of the hybrid cavity optomechanical
system, we define the dimensionless position operator x̂ = (b + b+)/

√
2 and momentum

operator p̂ = i(b+ − b)/
√

2 instead of the phonon operator in Equation (1). Then, we can
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obtain the nonlinear dynamic equation of the optomechanical system by the quantum
Heisenberg–Langevin equation, as shown:

.
x = ωm p

.
p = − γm p

2 −ωmx +
√

2g1a+1 a1 + ξ(t)
.
a1 =

(
−i∆c1 − γ1

2
)
a1 + i

√
2g1a1x− 2iχa+1 a2

1 − i J1a0 + Ωd + εpe−iδt +
√

2γ1ain1(t).
a2 =

(
−i∆c2 +

γ2
2
)
a2 − i J2a0 +

√
2γ2ain2(t).

a0 = −i∆c0a0 − i J1a1 − i J2a2

(2)

where ain1(t), ain2(t) and ain3(t) are the input vacuum noise operators in the cavity and
satisfy the following relations 〈ain1(t)〉 = 〈ain2(t)〉 = 〈ain3(t)〉 = 0 [58]. Additionally,
ξ(t) is quantum Brownian stochastic noise with zero mean value and satisfies the fol-
lowing relations 〈ξ(t)ξ(t′)〉 = γm

ωm

∫ dω
2π e−iω(t−t′)ω

(
1 + coth hω

2kBT

)
[59]. Meanwhile, the

dimensionless position operator and momentum operator of the mechanical oscillator
satisfy the following relations [x, p] = i. Considering the interference from the probe field,
we can decompose each operator as the sum of steady-state and the sum of fluctuations,
i.e., O = Os + δO (O = x, p, ai=1,2,3) [60]. We can further regard them as the sum of real
and imaginary parts. Then, we can expand Equation (2) in this way. In the process of
expansion, we can ignore the higher-order term and the probe field term εpe−iδt. Thus,

we can obtain the linearized dynamics of the system as follows:
.
f (t) = M f (t). The

Jacobian matrix M contains the stable or randomness characteristic of the system, and
f T(t) = (δx(t), δp(t), δRe[a1(t)], δIm[a1(t)], δRe[a2(t)], δIm[a2(t)], δRe[a0(t)], δIm[a0(t)])
represent the column vector of the fluctuation operator. We can obtain the Jacobian matrix
M as follows:



0 ωm 0 0 0 0 0 0
−ωm − γm

2 2
√

2g1Re[a1s] 2
√

2g1Im[a1s] 0 0 0 0
−
√

2g1Im[a1s] 0 − γ1
2 + 2χIm

[
a2

1s
]

∆c1 −
√

2g1xs + 4χ|a1s|2 − 2χRe
[
a2

1s
]

0 0 0 J1√
2g1Re[a1s] 0 −∆c1 +

√
2g1xs − 4χ|a1s|2 − 2χRe

[
a2

1s
]

− γ1
2 − 2χIm

[
a2

1s
]

0 0 −J1 0
0 0 0 0 γ2

2 ∆c2 0 J2
0 0 0 0 −∆c2

γ2
2 −J2 0

0 0 0 J1 0 J2 0 ∆c0
0 0 −J1 0 −J2 0 −∆c0 0


(3)

We can see that there are two parameters xs and a1s in the Jacobian matrix M. They
represent the steady-state mean values of the mechanical oscillator and the passive cavity
field, respectively. We can set the first derivative of operators x and a1 in Equation (2) to
zero, and obtain the steady-state mean xs and a1s. Meanwhile, we need to assume that
a1s � 1, i.e., there are a large number of photons in the passive cavity.

We can obtain the Lyapunov exponent of the system by finding the eigenvalues of the
Jacobian matrix M [61]. The Lyapunov exponent can reflect the stability of the nonlinear
dynamic system. We know that when the Lyapunov exponent is positive, the system is
unstable. Therefore, when all the Lyapunov exponents of the nonlinear dynamic system
are negative, the system will be in a stable state, i.e., the maximum Lyapunov exponent is
negative [62]. We can judge whether the optomechanical system is stable or unstable by
calculating the maximum Lyapunov.

Then, we discuss the absorption of the probe field by the cavity. We can expand
Equation (2) as follows [20,37,63]:

O = Os + +Oεpe−iδt + −Oε∗peiδt
.

O = −iδ+Oεpe−iδt + iδ−Oε∗peiδt (4)

where O ∈ {x, p, a1, a0, a2}. To calculate the absorption of a weak probe field by cavity mode
more conveniently, we ignore the higher-order term containing εp under the condition of
Os � O± and probe field amplitude εp. At the same time, by substituting Equation (4) into
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Equation (2), and comparing the coefficients of both sides, we can obtain the steady-state
solution and output field of the system as follows:

xs =

√
2g1|a1s|2

ωm
, a1s =

Ωd

i∆ + γ1
2 −

J2
1(−i∆c2+

γ2
2 )

J2
2−i∆c0(−i∆c2+

γ2
2 )

and
+a1 =

λ5λ7

−2iβ1χλ6a+1s − 4χ2|a1s|4λ7 + λ5λ7λ8 − β1λ5λ6

where the undefined variables are ∆ = ∆1 + 2χ|a1s|2, β1 = i
√

2g1ω2
mxs = 2ig2

1ωm|a1s|2,

λ1 =
J2
2

i(∆c2−δ)− γ2
2

, λ2 =
J2
1

(∆c0−δ)−iλ1
, λ3 =

J2
2

−i(∆c2+δ)− γ2
2

, λ4 =
J2
1

(∆c0+δ)+iλ3
,

λ5 = −i
(

∆1 + δ + 4χ|a1s|2 − λ4

)
+ γ1

2 , λ6 = 2iχ|a1s |2
λ5

+ 1, λ7 = ω2
m − δ2 − iγmδ

2 + β1
λ5

,

λ8 = i
(

∆1 − δ− 4χ|a1s|2 − λ2

)
+ γ1

2 .

Further, according to the input–output relationship of cavity a1: εout(t) + εpe−iδt +
Ωd = γ1a1, and then expanding εout and a1, comparing the coefficients of both sides, we
can obtain +ε out = γ1

+a1 − 1. To study the response of the system to the weak probe
field, we can write the amplitude of the rescaled output field to the weak probe field in the
following form: εT = +ε out + 1 = γ1

+a1 [37]. We can study the absorption and dispersion
of the probe field by studying the real and imaginary parts of εT .

4. The Multi-Transparency Windows of the Output Field for the Hybrid
Optomechanical System

Generally, the OMIT and fast–slow light phenomena are studied when the optome-
chanical system is in a stable state. If the system is asymptotically stable and keeps a long
evolution time, the OMIT phenomenon can be obtained [42]. In Figure 2, we have observed
the border between the stable and unstable regimes. Accordingly, the external parameters
can be selected to satisfy the stability condition of the system. Therefore, the stability of the
system should be studied in detail. We discuss the image of the maximum Lyapunov expo-
nent as a function of the tunneling strength J2/γ1 and the gain–loss ratio γ2/γ1 with dif-
ferent Kerr coefficients in Figure 2. The passive cavity with decay rate γ1 = 2π × 215 kHz
is selected. The frequency of the mechanical oscillator is ωm = 23.4γ1 and the damping
rate γm = 2π × 141 Hz. In addition, the detuning between the driving field and the cavity
fields is ∆i = ωm (i = 0, 1, 2), and the driving field amplitude Ωd = 105γ1. The tunneling
strength between the passive cavity and no-loss-gain cavity is J1 = 0.3γ1. In addition, we
choose the optomechanical coupling strength g1 = 2× 10−5γ1 [32,37]. When the value is
taken in the regime below the line, the system is in a stable state. Otherwise, the system is
in an unstable state. This curve stands for the boundary line between stable and unstable
regimes. When the gain–loss ratio γ2

γ1
is small, the left edge of the image will not change

significantly with the different Kerr coefficient χ in Figure 2. Similarly, for a fixed gain–loss
ratio γ2

γ1
, the corresponding tunneling strength J2 has a maximum value of Jmax

2 and a

minimum value of Jmin
2 . The difference between the two values ∆J2 = Jmaxmin

2
2 represents

the width of the stable region corresponding to a given gain–loss ratio. It can be seen from
Figure 2 that when the Kerr medium exists in the passive cavity, increasing the gain–loss
ratio γ2

γ1
will reduce the width of the stable regime of the system. Meanwhile, for a given

gain–loss ratio γ2
γ1

, the width of the stable regime of the system will decrease with the
increase in the Kerr coefficient χ. Therefore, we can change the stable state of the system
by controlling the Kerr medium strength. Additionally, when the Kerr medium strength
is changed, the maximum gain–loss ratio corresponding to the tunneling strength J2

γ1
is

almost constant.
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Figure 2. The image of the maximum Lyapunov exponent as a function of the tunneling strength J2
γ1

and the gain–loss ratio γ2
γ1

with different Kerr coefficient χ. The parameters are γ1 = 2π × 215 kHz,
ωm = 23.4γ1, γm = 2π × 141 Hz, ∆ci = ωm (i = 0, 1, 2), Ωd = 105γ1, g1 = 2× 10−5γ1, J1 = 0.3γ1.

In Figure 3, we plot the real part (χ = 0) and (χ 6= 0) of the output filed as a function
of the probe detuning δ

ωm
with different γ2. It can be seen from Figure 3a–c that when the

system is in a stable regime, there always exist two dips on the two sides of δ = ωm. When
the Kerr medium exists in the cavity optomechanical system, adjusting the value of γ2 can
make the system gradually transition from a stable regime to an unstable regime. We can
see the absorption peaks on both sides move to the left after adding the Kerr medium in
the process. Meanwhile, the width of the absorption peak on the left side increases slightly,
and the width of the absorption peak on the right side decreases slightly. Moreover, we
can see that the middle absorption peak is in a stable regime. With the increase in γ2, the
absorption rate of the hybrid cavity optomechanical system at δ = ωm begins to increase
rapidly. Therefore, the strong resonance absorption appears in the optomechanical system,
which is induced by the active cavity. In the presence of the Kerr medium, we can see from
Figure 3a–c that the absorption rate of the optomechanical system at δ = ωm increases
faster than without the Kerr medium. In addition, the optomechanical system with the
Kerr medium shows a dip at δ = ωm, and the wave trough drops to a negative value,
which means that the probe field is amplified significantly [64].
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Figure 3. The real part (χ = 3× 10−9γ1, blue line) and the real part (χ = 0, pink line) of the output
filed as a function of the probe detuning δ

ωm
with different γ2. (a) γ2 = 0.02γ1; (b) γ2 = 0.06γ1; (c)

γ2 = 0.09γ1; (d) γ2 = 0.11γ1. (g1 = 0, J2 = 0.095γ1, and the other parameter values are the same as
in Figure 2).
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Then, we discuss the influence of Kerr medium strength on the system when the
hybrid cavity optomechanical system in a stable regime. When the Kerr medium does not
exist in the passive cavity, i.e., χ = 0, we can see that there are three absorption peaks in
the blue solid curve in Figure 4a. When the Kerr coefficient of χ = 5× 10−9γ1, we can
see that all three absorption peaks in Figure 4a start to move to the left. It can be seen
from Figure 4a that the absorption peak on the left moves obviously compared with the
absorption peak on the other sides. Further, when we increase the Kerr coefficient χ, we
can see that the width of the absorption peak on the left increases. In contrast, the width of
the middle and right absorption peaks decreases with the increase in the Kerr coefficient
χ, and the decrease rate of the right absorption peak is slightly greater than the middle
absorption peak. The reason is that the Kerr medium is added into the passive cavity,
which makes the center frequency of the cavity field change, and the nonlinearity of the
cavity field is enhanced. In addition, we can also find from Figure 4a that increasing the
Kerr coefficient χ will increase the height of the absorption peaks in the middle and right.
Meanwhile, the absorption peak in the middle increases more obviously. Therefore, the
absorption rate of the absorption peak in the middle can be controlled by changing the
Kerr coefficient. Next, we plot the position of the absorption peak on the left from δ = ωm
as a function of the Kerr coefficient χ in Figure 4b. It is obvious that the position of the
absorption peak from δ = ωm depends linearly on the Kerr coefficient. Therefore, we can
easily adjust the position of the left absorption peak by changing the Kerr coefficient of χ,
which provides a new way to measure the Kerr medium.
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Figure 4. (a) The real part of the output field as a function of the probe detuning δ−ωm for different
Kerr coefficient χ, χ = 0 (black, solid curve); χ = 5× 10−9γ1 (pink, dashed curve); χ = 10−8γ1
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ωm=1 as a function of the different Kerr coefficient

χ. γ2 = 0.02γ1, and the other parameter values are the same as in Figure 3.
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5. Slow–Fast Light Effect of the Output Field

We theoretically investigate the slow–fast light phenomena in the optomechanical
system. It is well known that the change of parameters in the system will cause rapid
abnormal phase dispersion in the probe field. If the phase dispersion is positive, the
light will propagate slowly. Similarly, if the phase dispersion is negative, the fast light
phenomenon will appear. To study the group delay corresponding to the weak probe field,
we use the following formula [42,44]:

τ =
∂φ

∂ωp
= Im

[
1
εT

∂εT
∂ωp

]
= Im

[
1
εT

∂εT
∂δ

]
(5)

where φ = arg(1− εT) is referred to as the phase of the transmission field and τ represents
the group delay. τ > 0 and τ < 0 represent the slow light phenomenon and fast light
phenomenon in the hybrid cavity optomechanical system, respectively.

First, we can discuss the influence of the change in the Kerr coefficient on the group
delay. We can see that the amplitude of group delay is positive near δ = 0.996ωm and
δ = 1.004ωm in Figure 5. At the same time, when we increase the Kerr coefficient, we can
see that the peaks of the left and right peaks decrease. This shows that the group delay de-
creases near δ = 0.996ωm and δ = 1.004ωm, which means that the slow light phenomenon
in the system is weakened. Therefore, we can change the group delay by adjusting the
Kerr coefficient in the passive cavity, thus changing the slow light phenomenon. When
δ = ωm, we can see that the group delay of the system is negative, which shows that there
is a fast light phenomenon in the optomechanical system. When we increase the value of
the Kerr coefficient χ, the depth of the dip at δ = ωm begins to decrease. The phenomenon
indicates that the fast light effect will decrease with the increase in the Kerr coefficient in
the optomechanical system. It shows that we can change the fast light phenomenon by
adjusting the Kerr coefficient χ. It is because the emergence of the Kerr medium changes
the center frequency of the passive cavity field, which makes the nonlinearity in the cavity
enhanced [65]. The change in Kerr medium strength can significantly affect the slow–fast
light phenomenon.
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Figure 5. Group delay τ as a function of the probe detuning δ/ωm for different values of the
Kerr coefficient χ. χ = 5 × 10−9γ1 (black, solid curve); χ = 2 × 10−8γ1 (red, dashed curve);
χ = 5× 10−8γ1 (blue, dash-dotted curve).g1 = 2× 10−5γ1, and the other parameter values are the
same as in Figure 3.

Then, we can see from Figure 6 that the group delay of the output field is positive near
the points δ = 0.996ωm and δ = 1.004ωm, which corresponds to the slow light phenomenon
of the hybrid optomechanical system. At the same time, when we increase the tunneling
intensity between the passive cavity and no-loss-gain cavity, we can see that the peak
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values near δ = 0.996ωm and δ = 1.004ωm decrease, the group delay decreases, and the
slow light phenomenon weakens. The reason is that the tunneling between cavity modes
leads to the rapid phase dispersion in the hybrid cavity optomechanical system, which
affects the group delay. Therefore, we can change the group delay τ by adjusting the
tunneling strength and then change the slow light effect. In addition, we also find that the
group delay of the system is negative at δ = ωm, which indicates that there is a fast light
phenomenon in the system.
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Figure 6. Group delay τ as a function of the probe detuning δ/ωm for different values of tunneling
strength J1. J1 = 0.5γ1 (black, solid curve); J1 = 0.3γ1 (red, dashed curve); J1 = 0.2γ1 (blue,
dash-dotted curve). χ = 5× 10−9γ1, and the other parameter values are the same as in Figure 5.

Finally, we discuss the influence of the change in the driving field strength on the
group delay. According to Figure 7, the group delay of the optomechanical system is
positive near the points δ = 0.996ωm and δ = 1.004ωm, and the slow light phenomenon
will appear. When the strength of the driving field increases, the group delay of the system
near the points δ = 0.996ωm and δ = 1.004ωm is almost unchanged, which shows that the
slow light phenomenon will not change with the change of the driving field. Meanwhile, it
also means that the group delay at the two points is robust to the driving field. In addition,
the group delay is negative at δ = ωm, which indicates that the slow light effect appears in
the system. Furthermore, we can note that the depth of the group delay decrease in Figure 7
increases significantly with the increase in driving strength, and the fast light phenomenon
is more obvious. The reason is that the frequency of the driving field acting on the passive
cavity satisfies the boundary transition condition, so the anti-Stokes scattering appears.
Moreover, the formed anti-Stokes photons have quantum interference with the photons in
the passive cavity, which makes the optomechanically induced transparency appear. The
appearance of the optomechanically induced transparency makes the dispersion of the
system change rapidly, and the group delay changes. Therefore, we can change the fast
light phenomenon by adjusting the driving field strength.
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Figure 7. Group delay τ as a function of the probe detuning δ/ωm for different values of driv-
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6. Conclusions

In summary, we study the optical response properties and the fast and slow light
effects in a four-mode optomechanical system with the Kerr medium. Firstly, we study
the dynamic characteristics of the hybrid cavity optomechanical system by the Langevin
equation and obtain the Jacobian matrix. According to the matrix, the Lyapunov exponent is
obtained, and the stability of the system is studied. It is found that when the Kerr coefficient
χ changes, the stability of the optomechanical system will also change. Additionally, the
optical response of the output field is obtained by the Langevin equation, and the OMIT
phenomenon in the hybrid cavity optomechanical system is studied. It is found that
when the optomechanical system is in a stable state, the existence of the Kerr medium can
significantly enhance the absorption at δ = ωm. In addition, when the value of the Kerr
coefficient is increased, the left absorption peak of the system moves to the left, and the
moving distance is linear with the value of the Kerr coefficient. It provides a new idea for
the measurement of the Kerr coefficient. We also study the influence of the parameters
in the output field on the fast and slow light effects. We have confirmed that the fast and
slow light effects can be controlled by changing the Kerr coefficient, tunneling strength and
driving field strength. This study provides new tools for controlling and engineering light
propagation, and has potential applications in designing quantum optical devices.
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