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Abstract: Multinucleated osteoclasts differentiate from hematopoietic progenitors of the
monocyte/macrophage lineage. Because of its pivotal role in bone resorption, regulation of
osteoclast differentiation is a potential therapeutic approach to the treatment of erosive bone
disease. In this study, we have found that fucoidan, a sulfated polysaccharide extracted from
brown seaweed, inhibited osteoclast differentiation. In particular, addition of fucoidan into
the early stage osteoclast cultures significantly inhibited receptor activator of nuclear factor
kappa B (NF-κB) ligand (RANKL)-induced osteoclast formation, thus suggesting that fucoidan
affects osteoclast progenitors. Furthermore, fucoidan significantly inhibited the activation of
RANKL-dependent mitogen-activated protein kinases (MAPKs) such as JNK, ERK, and
p38, and also c-Fos and NFATc1, which are crucial transcription factors for osteoclastogenesis.
In addition, the activation of NF-κB, which is an upstream transcription factor modulating
NFATc1 expression, was alleviated in the fucoidan-treated cells. These results collectively
suggest that fucoidan inhibits osteoclastogenesis from bone marrow macrophages by
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inhibiting RANKL-induced p38, JNK, ERK and NF-κB activation, and by downregulating
the expression of genes that partake in both osteoclast differentiation and resorption.
Keywords: fucoidan; osteoclastogenesis; sulfated polysaccharide; bone resorption; RANKL
(receptor activator of nuclear factor kappa B (NF-κB) ligand)

1. Introduction
Adult bone mass is governed by tight regulation and balance between the osteoclast-mediated bone
resorption and osteoblast-induced bone formation [1,2]. However, when osteoclastic bone resorption
exceeds bone formation, the resulting imbalance causes bone-destructive diseases such as osteoporosis
and rheumatoid arthritis [3]. Therefore, the activation of osteoclast is the target for novel therapeutic
intervention for pathological bone loss.
Current drugs for bone health include inhibitors of osteoclastic-mediated bone resorption such as
bisphosphonates, calcitonin, and estrogen that help to maintain bone mass and reduce fractures [4,5].
However, these pharmacological treatments have serious side effects such as hypercalcemia, increased
risk of breast and endometrial cancer, and gastrointestinal intolerance against bisphosphonate [6,7].
Hence, safer alternatives that can be obtained from natural foods are being explored to treat osteoporosis.
Fucoidan is a sulfated polysaccharide that is found in brown seaweeds such as Fucus vesiculosus,
Ecklonia kurome, and Undaria pinnatifida, and is often sold as commercial seafood in the East Asian
countries. Fucoidan is mainly composed of L-fucose and sulfate, along with minor amounts of other
sugars, including xylose, galactose, mannose, and glucuronic acid [8,9]. Fucoidan has a wide range
of health benefits that include its role as an anti-coagulant, anti-thrombotic, anti-tumor, anti-viral,
antioxidant, and anti-inflammatory factor [10–14]. Recent studies have shown that fucoidan promotes
osteoblastic cell differentiation and bone biomaterial osteoconductive properties [15,16] while inhibiting
adipocyte differentiation [17,18]. Other studies suggest that types A and B fucan sulfate, which were
isolated from the sea cucumber, inhibited the formation of osteoclast-like cell formation [19].
In this study, we investigated the underlying mechanisms of how fucoidan effects osteoclast
differentiation and activation.
2. Results
2.1. Inhibitory Effects of Fucoidan on Osteoclast Differentiation
We examined whether fucoidan inhibits RANKL-induced osteoclast formation in BMM cultures.
The bone marrow-derived macrophages (BMMs) were induced to differentiate into osteoclasts in the
presence of M-CSF and RANKL [3]. Mouse BMMs were cultured in the presence of RANKL and
M-CSF together with or without various concentrations of fucoidan. Because both mononuclear
osteoclast progenitor cells and osteoclast-like multinucleated cells (MNCs) are positive for TRAP, we
examined whether fucoidan has any effect on the total TRAP activity and multinucleated cells (MNC)
formation. As shown in Figure 1A,B, the treatment with 0.5 μg/mL fucoidan almost completely inhibited
the formation of the multinucleated osteoclasts and TRAP activity. These inhibitory effects of fucoidan
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might be due to cytotoxicity or reduced growth of osteoclast progenitors. To exclude this possibility,
we performed the cell proliferation assay. We observed that even very high concentrations of fucoidan
(up to 200 μg/mL) did not cause any cytotoxic response in mouse BMM cells (Figure 1C).
2.2. Fucoidan Targets Early Stage Osteoclastogenesis
Osteoclast differentiation is a multistep process that includes preosteoclast proliferation,
multinucleation (cell fusion), and osteoclast activation (maturation). To determine the exact stage
of osteoclastogenesis targeted by fucoidan, we added fucoidan into BMM cultures treated with
RANKL and M-CSF at different time points (Figure 2A), and analyzed osteoclast formation on day 4.
When fucoidan was added to the cells simultaneously with RANKL and M-CSF (Day zero; D0),
osteoclast formation was completely abolished. By contrast, treatment with fucoidan on the second
(Day one; D1) or on the third day (Day two; D2) after RANKL treatment failed to inhibit osteoclast
formation. Most of the cells at D1 or D2 were TRAP-positive and multinucleated (Figure 2B,C). These
results suggest that the fucoidan exerts its effect mainly during the early stage of osteoclastogenesis.
Figure 1. Effects of fucoidan on receptor activator of nuclear factor κB ligand
(RANKL)-induced osteoclast differentiation in mouse bone marrow-derived macrophages
(BMMs). (A) Mouse BMMs were cultured with macrophage colony-stimulating factor
(M-CSF), RANKL, and various concentration of fucoidan. The osteoclasts were fixed and
stained for TRAP; (B) Tartrate-resistant acid phosphatase (TRAP) activity was measured at
405 nm, and the cells positive for both TRAP and MNC (three or more nuclei) were scored
as osteoclasts (** p < 0.05); (C) Cell viability was measured for BMMs cultured in the
presence of M-CSF (30 ng/mL) and various concentrations of fucoidan for 2 days. Results
represent the mean ± SD of three independent experiments.
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Figure 2. Effects of fucoidan on osteoclast differentiation treated for different time periods.
(A) BMM cultures were treated with M-CSF and RANKL, and fucoidan (0.5 μg/mL) was
added at indicated time points as shown in D. The cells were fixed and stained for TRAP;
(B) TRAP activities and (C) TRAP + MNCs were scored. ** p < 0.05 represent significant
differences from the relevant control.

2.3. Fucoidan Down-Regulates RANKL-Induced Osteoclastogenesis-Related Genes
Osteoclast differentiation is associated with the up-regulation of specific genes in response to RANKL.
To determine whether the inhibitory effect of fucoidan affects the expression of the osteoclast-specific
genes, the mRNA expression of these was determined by semi-quantitative RT-PCR (Figure 3A) and
real-time qPCR (Figure 3B). BMMs were cultured in the media containing M-CSF (10 ng/mL) and
RANKL (20 ng/mL) in the presence or absence of 0.5 μg/mL fucoidan. In fact, fucoidan dramatically
suppressed the expression of RANKL-induced osteoclast-associated genes such as NFATc1, DC-STAMP,
MMP-9, Cathepsin K, and TRAP (Figure 3A,B). These data demonstrate that the fucoidan can reduce
osteoclast differentiation by decreasing RANKL-induced osteoclast-specific genes.
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Figure 3. Effects of fucoidan on RANKL-induced gene expression during osteoclast
formation. BMMs were cultured with 10 ng/mL M-CSF and 20 ng/mL RANKL in the
presence or absence of 0.5 μg/mL fucoidan simultaneously. Total RNA was extracted at 1,
2 and 3 days and (A) RT-PCR and (B) quantitative real-time qPCR was used to analyze the
mRNA expression levels of the indicated genes. GAPDH was used as a loading control. Data
are expressed as the mean ± SD of triplicate samples. Veh: phosphate-buffered saline (PBS),
Fuc: Fucoidan. ** p < 0.05 represent significant differences from the relevant control.

2.4. Fucoidan Inhibits Bone Resorption in Vitro
Differentiated multinuclear osteoclasts undergo a morphological and functional polarization and
begin to resorb mineralized bone surface. To examine whether fucoidan inhibits osteoclast function,
we performed the in vitro resorption pit assay. Mature osteoclasts were incubated on a dentine slice with
M-CSF and RANKL in the presence or absence of 0.5 μg/mL fucoidan for 2 days. As shown in Figure 4,
staining for resorption pits using hematoxylin solution revealed that the fucoidan treatment significantly
suppressed the formation of resorption lacuna compared with vehicle-treated cells. To resorb bone,
osteoclasts must form a sealing zone with F-actin. When osteoclasts containing actin rings were treated
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with fucoidan for 2 days, significant differences in osteoclast were not observed as compared with that
of the control. However, osteoclasts appeared smaller and irregularly shaped.
Figure 4. Effects of fucoidan on bone resorption and actin ring formation in mature
osteoclasts. Mouse BMM cells were seeded on dentine slices and treated with RANKL
(20 ng/mL) and M-CSF (10 ng/mL) to induce differentiation into osteoclasts. After
osteoclasts had formed, the cells were treated with or without fucoidan (0.5 μg/mL) in the
presence of M-CSF and RANKL for 48 h. (A) Resorption lacuna formation was examined
by Hematoxylin staining; (B) Cells were fixed and stained with TRITC-phalloidin to
visualize actin rings (lower).

2.5. Fucoidan Down-Regulates RANKL-Induced C-Fos and NFATc1 Expression in BMMs
In order to understand the molecular mechanism underlying the inhibitory action of fucoidan during
osteoclastogenesis in BMM culture, the effect of fucoidan on the expression of the key transcription
factors, c-Fos and NFATc1, were examined. As reported previously, RANKL up-regulates the
expression of c-Fos and NFATc1 in BMMs. Pretreatment of BMMs with fucoidan strongly inhibited
both RANKL-induced mRNA expression of NFATc1 (Figure 3) and protein expression of c-Fos and
NFATc1 when compared with that of untreated control (Figure 5A). These results demonstrated that the
inhibitory effects of fucoidan involve inhibition of major transcription factors such as c-Fos and NFATc1.
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Figure 5. Effects of fucoidan on the activation of MAPKs and the expression of
osteoclast-specific transcription factors by RANKL. BMMs were serum-starved for 5 h,
pre-treated with fucoidan (5 μg/mL) or vehicle (PBS) for 4 h and then stimulated with
RANKL (100 ng/mL). Cell lysates were collected, and equal amounts of protein were
separated by 10% SDS-PAGE and analyzed by western blotting using (A) c-Fos and NFATc1
antibodies; and (B) anti-phospho-ERK, anti-phospho-p38, and anti-phospho JNK antibodies.

2.6. Fucoidan Inhibits the RANKL Induced Phosphorylation of MAPKs in BMMs
To elucidate the molecular mechanisms underlying the inhibitory action of fucoidan on RANKL-induced
c-Fos and NFATc1 expression, we examined whether fucoidan affects RANKL-induced early signaling
molecules such as ERK, JNK, and p38. As shown in Figure 5B, RANKL-induced phosphorylation
of these MAPK signaling molecules reached a maximum within 10 min, and then returned to the
basal level. Pretreatment with BMMs with 5 µg/mL fucoidan for 4 h significantly decreased the
phosphorylation of ERK, p38, and JNK compared with that of the controls (Figure 5B). Together, these
results suggest that the fucoidan exerts its inhibitory function on the signaling molecules that lead to the
activation of MAPK pathways.
2.7. Fucoidan Inhibited RANKL Induced Nuclear Transport of NF-κB
In addition to MAPKs, the activation of transcription factor NF-κB is also important in osteoclast
differentiation [2,20]. Phosphorylation of IκB, followed by its degradation is required for the activation
of NF-κB. Therefore, we analyzed these parameters in BMMs with RANKL in the presence or
absence of fucoidan. RANKL stimulated the phosphorylation of IκB with a maximum level at 5 min
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(Figure 6A, lane 2), followed by IκB degradation within 10–20 min (Figure 6A, lanes 3, 4 and 5).
Treatment with fucoidan delayed the RANKL-induced IκB phosphorylation, as well as decreased the
level of phosphorylation in BMMs (Figure 6A, lanes 5 and 10). To confirm whether degradation of IκB
and/or nuclear translocation of NF-κB were mediated by fucoidan, we performed immunofluorescence
staining of the p65 subunit of NF-κB using a pLL-1-NF-κB p65 GFP vector kit. The p65 subunit
uniformly localized in the cytoplasm in unstimulated cells. Interestingly, RANKL treatment distinctly
translocated the p65 to the nucleus in BMMs, and this translocation was inhibited by treating with
5 μg/mL fucoidan (Figure 6B). Thus, fucoidan inhibits NF-κB activation either through proteasomal
degradation of IκB or by directly inhibiting RANKL-induced translocation of the p65 subunit.
Figure 6. Fucoidan inhibits osteoclast differentiation via suppression of NF-κB activation.
(A) BMMs were serum-starved for 5 h, pre-treated with fucoidan (5 μg/mL) or vehicle (PBS)
for 4 h and stimulated with RANKL (100 ng/mL) for the indicated time points. Cell lysates
were prepared and subjected to western blotting with phospho-IkB antibody.
The membrane was stripped and re-probed with anti-IκB and anti-actin antibodies;
(B) Starved cells were pre-treated with fucoidan (5 μg/mL) prior to RANKL (100 ng/mL)
addition, and the localization of the p65 subunit of NF-κB was determined by
immunofluorescence. From left to right, the image shows cytoplasmic localization of NF-κB
(arrowheads), and nuclear localization of NF-κB (arrow) in unstimulated and RANKL
stimulated cells, respectively.

3. Discussion
Osteoclasts are multinucleated cells that have a unique role in bone degradation. Abnormal increases
in the RANKL signaling cascade enhances osteoclast development and bone resorption activity,
which in turn is associated with various bone diseases such as osteoporosis, metastatic cancers, and
osteolytic bone destruction. Therefore, the inhibition of osteoclast formation and/or its activity may be
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a useful approach for the treatment of pathological bone disorders. In this study, we report that fucoidan
dramatically inhibited TRAP activity and multinucleated cell formation (Figure 1A,B) while eliciting
no cytotoxic responses up to 200 μg/mL fucoidan in mouse BMMs (Figure 1C). Osteoclastogenesis
consists of multiple steps including cell adhesion, differentiation, fusion, and activation. To determine
which stage of osteoclastogenesis was targeted, fucoidan was added into the RANKL-treated BMMs
at various time points. The TRAP activity and osteoclast formation inhibited by fucoidan treatment
occurred only in the initial stage, and not in the middle or terminal stages of the culture (Figure 2). These
results suggest that the fucoidan primarily acts on osteoclast precursors. Accordingly, the expression of
osteoclast specific genes such as NFATc1, DC-STAMP, MMP-9, and TRAP was reduced in the presence
of fucoidan (Figure 3).
Several transcription factors including PU.1, NF-kB, c-Fos, and NFATc1 are pivotal the development
of osteoclast from its precursors [21,22]. In particular, the c-Fos/c-Jun/NFATc1 pathway is essential
during osteoclast development and the lack of any of these three components arrests osteoclastogenesis [23].
The c-Fos-deficient mice exhibit a severe osteopetrosis due to the failure of osteoclast differentiation [22,24].
Furthermore, RANKL-induced NFATc1 expression is abrogated in the c-Fos-deficient mice [25,26]
implying that NFATc1 acts downstream from c-Fos during osteoclast differentiation. In our study,
fucoidan significantly inhibited the mRNA and the protein expression of NFATc1 (Figures 3 and 5A),
indicating that fucoidan targets NFATc1 to inhibit osteoclast formation.
NFATc1 and c-Fos are also involved in early signaling pathways, including mitogen-activated protein
kinases (MAPKs) and NF-κB. Stimulation of RANKL has been reported to activate three well known
MAPKs: ERK, JNK, and p38 [27]. In addition, SP600125, a JNK inhibitor, and SB203580, a p38-MAPK
pathway specific inhibitor strongly inhibits osteoclastogenesis [21,28]. In this study, we found that the
RANKL-induced phosphorylation of ERK, p38, and JNK decreased in response to the fucoidin treatment
in murine BMMs (Figure 5B), suggesting that the inhibition of MAPK pathway is possible in the
inhibitory action of this agent.
Activation of the NF-κB pathway is a prerequisite for osteoclast differentiation. Several genetic
studies demonstrate a crucial role of NF-κB signaling in osteoclastogenesis, including p50/p52 NF-κB
double-knockout mice that displayed severe osteopetrosis, due to impaired osteoclast differentiation [20,29].
In addition, NF-κB has been reported to function upstream of c-Fos and NFATc1 [30]. Prior to any
stimulation, NF-κB is locked in an inactive state by the inhibitory IκB proteins. Exposure to RANKL
triggers IκB phosphorylation and proteasome-mediated degradation of IκB allowing the nuclear
translocation of NF-κB in BMMs [31]. In this study, fucoidan treatment decreased the degradation of
IκB and attenuated the RANKL-dependent activation of NF-κB (Figure 6). Nuclear translocation of NF-κB
complex (p65/p50/c-Rel), a hallmark for molecular osteoclastogenesis, was evident through the p65
immunofluorescence. The p65 of unstimulated BMMs showed uniform localization in the cytoplasm.
In contrast, RANKL-treated BMMs showed distinct nuclear translocation, which was inhibited by
the fucoidin treatment, indicating that the fucoidan inhibits osteoclastogenesis either by impairing
proteasomal degradation of IκB or by directly inhibiting RANKL-induced p65 translocation. Thus, these
results suggest that the suppression of RANKL-induced MAPK and/or delayed NF-κB activation in the
presence of fucoidan contributes to its potent inhibition of c-Fos and NFATc1.The formation of an actin
ring structure in bone resorbing osteoclasts is essential for bone resorption by activated osteoclasts [32,33].
Therefore, finding drugs that disrupt the integrity of the actin ring could be a useful therapeutic approach
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for reducing bone resorption. In this study, fucoidan inhibited bone-resorbing activity of mature
osteoclasts (Figure 4). Despite abnormal osteoclast size and shape, the number of osteoclasts was
comparable with that of the control group. Moreover, fucoidan did not disrupt the RANKL-induced actin
ring in these osteoclasts. These results suggest that mature osteoclast apoptosis or disruption of actin
ring formation may not be inherent to fucoidan’s inhibition of osteoclastic bone resorption.
Fucoidan mainly composed of L-fucose and sulfate, together with minor amounts of other sugars,
including xylose, galactose, mannose, and glucuronic acid [8,9]. Despite intensive research, the exact
correlation between the bioactivity and the structural molecular features of fucoidan, which vary
depending on seaweed species and extraction methodology, has yet to be clarified. However, the
important structural issues for bioactivity appear to include the degree of sulfation and the size of the
molecules [34,35]. Fucoidan isolated from U. pinnatifida has a higher sulfate and L-fucose content
and more bioactivities than that extracted from other brown seaweeds [9,36,37]. The sulfate content
of fucoidan used in this study was minimum 25%, as sulfur. Previously, the effect of several
sulfated glycosaminoglycans (GAGs), another type of biologically active sulfated polysaccharide, on
osteoclastogenesis in vitro were reported. Ariyoshi et al. [38] and Shinmyouzu et al. [39] showed an
inhibition of osteoclastogenesis after a direct interaction of GAGs with RANKL. GAGs are long-chain
compounds composed of repeating disaccharide units with a carboxyl group and one or more sulfates,
in which one sugar is N-acetylgalactosamine or N-acetylglucosamine. Heparin and chondroitin sulfate
E inhibited osteoclast formation and function [39–41]. Theoleyre et al. [41] reported that heparin binds
to osteoprotegerin (OPG), a decoy receptor for RANKL, with a high-affinity and that preincubation of
OPG with heparin inhibited the binding of OPG to the RANKL–RANK complex. Dermatan sulfate (DS)
also strongly bound to RANKL and completely inhibited RANK binding to RANKL, and subsequently
suppressed osteoclast formation [39]. The RANK–RANKL binding causes the phosphorylation of p38
MAPK and ERK, and that such phosphorylation leads to osteoclast differentiation [42]. These findings
suggest that the sulfated portion of fucoidan may important for inhibiting osteoclastogenesis. In this study,
we found that the RANKL-induced phosphorylation p38 mainly decreased in response to the fucoidin
treatment in murine BMMs. Therefore, binding of fucoidan either to RANKL, RANK or both that could
impair an active receptor/ligand-complex formation would be another possible mechanism of inhibition.
As is well known, the bioactive properties of fucoidan may vary depending on the source of seaweed,
the compositional and structural traits, the content of sulfate and purity. Hence further studies should be
focused on standardization including administration method, necessary dosages to reach their target as
an oral or intravenous drug or as part of biomaterials.
4. Materials and Methods
4.1. Chemicals and Reagents
Receptor activator of nuclear factor κB ligand (RANKL) and macrophage colony-stimulating
factor (M-CSF) were purchased from R&D Systems (Minneapolis, MN, USA). Fucoidan derived from
Undaria pinnatifida, a tartrate-resistant acid phosphatase (TRAP) staining kit, and β-actin were bought
from Sigma-Aldrich (Acid phosphatase kit 387-A, St. Louis, MO, USA). Specific antibodies against
phospho-ERK1/2 (Thr202/Tyr204), phospho-JNK1/2 (Thr183/Tyr185), phospho-p38 (Thr180/Tyr182),
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phospho-IκB (Ser32), IκB, and c-Fos were purchased from Cell Signaling Technology (Danvers, MA,
USA). Antibodies against ERK, JNK, p38 (Thr180/Tyr182) were purchased from Santa Cruz
Biotechnology, Inc. (Santa Cruz, CA, USA). NFATc1 and dentine slices were purchased from BD
Biosciences (Franklin Lakes, NJ, USA), and Immunodiagnostic Systems Limited (Tyne & Wear, UK)
respectively. All other chemicals and reagents were of analytical grade.
4.2. Osteoclast Differentiation
Bone marrow cells were prepared by removing from the femora and tibiae of 6–8 weeks old ICR
mice as previously described [43]. The bone marrow suspension was added to plates. After 24 h of
culture, the non-adherent cells were collected, layered on a Ficoll-Hypaque gradient, and the
interface cells were collected, washed, and resuspended in α-MEM containing 10% FBS. For the
osteoclastogenesis experiments, the bone marrow-derived macrophages (BMMs) were plated into a
96-well plate at a density of 2 × 104 cells/well in α-MEM with 10% FBS along with M-CSF (30 ng/mL).
BMMs were treated with fucoidan in RANKL (20 ng/mL) and M-CSF (10 ng/mL).
Osteoclast formation was measured by quantifying cells positively stained with TRAP. Briefly, the
cells were fixed in 10% formaldehyde for 10 min and stained for TRAP with naphthol AS-MX phosphate
and tartrate solution. TRAP-positive multinucleated cells (MNCs) that contained three or more nuclei
were scored. For measuring TRAP activity, the cells were fixed, dried, and then incubated with 100-µL
substrate solution (3.7 mM of p-nitrophenyl phosphate and 10 mM of sodium tartrate in 50 mM citrate
buffer, pH 4.6) at 37 °C for 10 min. Following incubation, the reaction mixtures were transferred into
new plates containing an equal volume of 0.1 N NaOH [43]. Absorbance was measured at 405 nm using
an ELISA reader (BioRad, Hercules, CA, USA).
4.3. Proliferation Assays
Cell viability was determined using the CellTiter 96® AQueous One Solution Cell Proliferation Assay
kit (Promega, Madison, WI, USA) following the manufacturers’ instructions. Briefly, after 2 days
treatment with fucoidan, 20 μL of CellTiter 96® AQueous One Solution Reagent was added to each well,
and the mixture was incubated for 2 h at 37 °C. Absorbance of each well was determined at 490 nm
using a 96-well microplate reader (BioRad).
4.4. RT-PCR Analysis
Total RNA was prepared using TRI reagent according to the manufacturer’s instructions. cDNA was
synthesized from 1 μg of total RNA using SuperScript II Reverse Transcriptase (Invitrogen). Previously
published gene-specific primers for TRAP, Cathepsin K, GAPDH [44], c-Src [45], NFATc1,
DC-STAMP [46], and MMP-9 were used to amplify 1 μL of cDNA. The PCR products were captured
with a LAS 4000 image documentation system (Fuji; San Leandro, CA, USA) after separation on 1%
agarose gel electrophoresis.
Quantitative real-time PCR (qPCR) was performed on an ABI 7500 Real-Time PCR System using
SYBR Green dye (Applied Biosystems, Foster City, CA, USA). The following primers were used:
TRAP, 5'-TCCCCAATGCCCCATTC-3' and 5'-CGGTTCTGGCGATCTCTTTG-3'; CathepsinK,
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5'-GGCTGTGGAGGCGGCTAT-3' and 5'-AGAGTCAATGCCTCCGTTCTG-3'; MMP-9, 5'-AAAGA
CCTGAAAACCTCCAACCT-3' and 5'-GCCCGGGTGTAACCATAGC-3'; NFATc1, 5'-ACCACCTTT
CCGCAACCA-3' and 5'-TTCCGTTTCCCGTTGCA-3'; DC-STAMP, 5'-CTTCCGTGGGCCAGAA
GTT-3' and 5'-AGGCCAGTGCTGACTAGGATGA-3'. Forty cycles of amplification comprised 10 min
of denaturation at 95 °C that was followed by 15 s annealing at 95 °C, and finally 1 min extension and
detection at 60 °C. All reactions were run in triplicate samples. The unknown samples were quantified
by measuring the fractional cycle number (Ct) against a standard curve. Briefly, all the target samples
were normalized to a housekeeping gene, GAPDH. Then, the relative quantization value for each target
gene compared to the calibrator for that target is expressed as 2-(Ct − Cc) (Ct and Cc are the mean
threshold cycle differences after normalizing to GAPDH). The relative levels of mRNA expression
levels were plotted on a semi-log graph.
4.5. Resorption Pit Assay
For the resorption pit assay, mouse BMM cells (3 × 104 cells/well) were seeded on dentine slices and
treated with RANKL (20 ng/mL) and M-CSF (10 ng/mL) until multinucleated osteoclasts were formed.
After the osteoclasts had formed, these cells were treated either with or without 0.5 μg/mL fucoidan in
the presence of M-CSF and RANKL for 24 h. Then, the dentine slices containing the osteoclasts were
stained for actin ring formation. Briefly, cells were fixed in 4% paraformaldehyde and permeabilized
with 0.1% Triton X-100. After washing with PBS, F-actin was stained with TRITC-conjugated
phalloidin (Sigma-Aldrich). The distribution of actin ring was visualized and detected under a LSM5
confocal microscope (Carl Zeiss, Jena, Germany). Following imaging, the cells were completely
removed from dentine slices by abrasion using cotton tips and stained with hematoxylin solution to
visualize resorption lacunae.
4.6. Western Blotting
Cell lysates were prepared using an extraction buffer composed of 50 mM Tris, pH 7.4, 1% NP-40,
150 mM NaCl, 1 mM EDTA, 1 mM PMSF, 1 mM Na3VO4, 1 mM NaF, 1 μg/mL pepstatin, and 1 μg/mL
aprotinin. Protein concentrations were determined by Bicinchoninic Acid (BCA) protein assay (Pierce,
Rockford, IL, USA). Approximately 30 μg of lysates was separated by 8%–12% SDS-PAGE, transferred
onto a polyvinylidene difluoride (PVDF) membrane, and Ponceau S staining confirmed the equal
transfer of the proteins. After transfer, the membrane was blocked in blocking buffer (5% non-fat dry
milk in 20 mM Tris-Cl, pH 7.6) for 2 h. Proteins were detected by incubation with primary antibodies
against c-JNK, phospho-JNK, ERK, phospho-ERK, p38 MAPK, phospho-p38 MAPK, phosphorylated
IκBα, IκBα, NFATc1, c-Fos and β-actin, followed by incubation with secondary antibodies conjugated
to horseradish peroxidase. Immuno-complexes were visualized by a chemiluminescence reaction using
ECL reagents (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech, Buckinghamshire, UK).
4.7. Translocation of NF-κB
Mouse BMM cells were seeded at 1 × 105 cells/well into a 8-well chamber slide. Adherent cells were
transfected with 1.5 μg of the LigandLink™ pLL-1-NF-κB p65 GFP vector (Active motif, Carlsbad,
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CA, USA) using the Mirus reagent (Mirus Bio Co., Madison, WI, USA). Twenty-four hours post
transfection, the cells were stained with LigandLink™ Fluorescein. BMMs were pre-treated with
5 μg/mL fucoidan for 30 min, and then stimulated with RANKL (20 ng/mL) in the presence of fucoidan
for 30 min. The distribution of NF-κB GFP localization was visualized under an LSM5 confocal
microscope (Carl Zeiss).
4.8. Statistical Analysis
A parametric one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) was used to test for any difference among the
groups. Tukey’s multiple comparison test was used to confirm significant differences among the group
means. A p-value of less than 0.05 was considered significant.
5. Conclusions
In conclusion, the present study demonstrated that the fucoidan, a sulfated polysaccharide extracted
from brown seaweeds, suppressed osteoclast differentiation and bone resorption activity at the early
stage of osteoclastogenesis in cultured BMMs. Fucoidan displayed anti-osteoclastogenic potential by
inhibiting MAP kinase and NF-κB, and down-regulating the expression of genes that were involved in
both osteoclast differentiation and resorption.
Acknowledgments
This research was supported by Kyungpook National University research fund, 2012.
Author Contributions
Young Woo Kim and Seung-Hoon Baek performed the experiments; Sang-Han Lee, Tae-Ho Kim and
Shin-Yoon Kim analyzed the data and wrote the manuscript. All authors have read and approved the
final manuscript.
Conflicts of Interest
The authors declare no conflict of interest.
References
1.

2.

3.

Wong, B.R.; Rho, J.; Arron, J.; Robinson, E.; Orlinick, J.; Chao, M.; Kalachikov, S.; Cayani, E.;
Bartlett, F.S., III; Frankel, W.N.; et al. Trance is a novel ligand of the tumor necrosis factor receptor
family that activates c-jun n-terminal kinase in T cells. J. Biol. Chem. 1997, 272, 25190–25194.
Yasuda, H.; Shima, N.; Nakagawa, N.; Yamaguchi, K.; Kinosaki, M.; Mochizuki, S.; Tomoyasu, A.;
Yano, K.; Goto, M.; Murakami, A.; et al. Osteoclast differentiation factor is a ligand for
osteoprotegerin/osteoclastogenesis-inhibitory factor and is identical to trance/rankl. Proc. Natl.
Acad. Sci. USA 1998, 95, 3597–3602.
Boyle, W.J.; Simonet, W.S.; Lacey, D.L. Osteoclast differentiation and activation. Nature 2003,
423, 337–342.

Int. J. Mol. Sci. 2014, 15
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

12.

13.
14.
15.
16.

17.
18.
19.

20.

21.

18853

Weitzmann, M.N.; Pacifici, R. Estrogen deficiency and bone loss: An inflammatory tale.
J. Clin. Investig. 2006, 116, 1186–1194.
Rodan, G.A.; Martin, T.J. Therapeutic approaches to bone diseases. Science 2000, 289, 1508–1514.
Reid, I.R. Pharmacotherapy of osteoporosis in postmenopausal women: Focus on safety. Expert Opin.
Drug Saf. 2002, 1, 93–107.
Yeh, I.T. Postmenopausal hormone replacement therapy: Endometrial and breast effects.
Adv. Anat. Pathol. 2007, 14, 17–24.
Patankar, M.S.; Oehninger, S.; Barnett, T.; Williams, R.L.; Clark, G.F. A revised structure for
fucoidan may explain some of its biological activities. J. Biol. Chem. 1993, 268, 21770–21776.
Li, B.; Lu, F.; Wei, X.; Zhao, R. Fucoidan: Structure and bioactivity. Molecules 2008, 13, 1671–1695.
Mourao, P.A. Use of sulfated fucans as anticoagulant and antithrombotic agents: Future
perspectives. Curr. Pharm. Des. 2004, 10, 967–981.
Cumashi, A.; Ushakova, N.A.; Preobrazhenskaya, M.E.; D’Incecco, A.; Piccoli, A.; Totani, L.;
Tinari, N.; Morozevich, G.E.; Berman, A.E.; Bilan, M.I.; et al. A comparative study of the
anti-inflammatory, anticoagulant, antiangiogenic, and antiadhesive activities of nine different
fucoidans from brown seaweeds. Glycobiology 2007, 17, 541–552.
Hayashi, K.; Nakano, T.; Hashimoto, M.; Kanekiyo, K.; Hayashi, T. Defensive effects of a fucoidan
from brown alga undaria pinnatifida against herpes simplex virus infection. Int. Immunopharmacol.
2008, 8, 109–116.
Maruyama, H.; Tamauchi, H.; Iizuka, M.; Nakano, T. The role of nk cells in antitumor activity of
dietary fucoidan from undaria pinnatifida sporophylls (mekabu). Planta Med. 2006, 72, 1415–1417.
Wang, J.; Zhang, Q.; Zhang, Z.; Li, Z. Antioxidant activity of sulfated polysaccharide fractions
extracted from laminaria japonica. Int. J. Biol. Macromol. 2008, 42, 127–132.
Cho, Y.-S.; Jung, W.-K.; Kim, J.-A.; Choi, I.L.W.; Kim, S.-K. Beneficial effects of fucoidan on
osteoblastic mg-63 cell differentiation. Food Chem. 2009, 116, 990–994.
Changotade, S.I.; Korb, G.; Bassil, J.; Barroukh, B.; Willig, C.; Colliec-Jouault, S.; Durand, P.;
Godeau, G.; Senni, K. Potential effects of a low-molecular-weight fucoidan extracted from brown
algae on bone biomaterial osteoconductive properties. J. Biomed. Mater. Res. A 2008, 87, 666–675.
Kim, M.J.; Chang, U.J.; Lee, J.S. Inhibitory effects of fucoidan in 3t3-l1 adipocyte differentiation.
Mar. Biotechnol. 2009, 11, 557–562.
Kim, K.J.; Lee, O.H.; Lee, B.Y. Fucoidan, a sulfated polysaccharide, inhibits adipogenesis through
the mitogen-activated protein kinase pathway in 3T3-L1 preadipocytes. Life Sci. 2010, 86, 791–797.
Kariya, Y.; Mulloy, B.; Imai, K.; Tominaga, A.; Kaneko, T.; Asari, A.; Suzuki, K.; Masuda, H.;
Kyogashima, M.; Ishii, T. Isolation and partial characterization of fucan sulfates from the body wall
of sea cucumber stichopus japonicus and their ability to inhibit osteoclastogenesis. Carbohydr. Res.
2004, 339, 1339–1346.
Franzoso, G.; Carlson, L.; Xing, L.; Poljak, L.; Shores, E.W.; Brown, K.D.; Leonardi, A.; Tran, T.;
Boyce, B.F.; Siebenlist, U. Requirement for nf-kappab in osteoclast and b-cell development.
Genes Dev. 1997, 11, 3482–3496.
Takayanagi, H.; Kim, S.; Koga, T.; Nishina, H.; Isshiki, M.; Yoshida, H.; Saiura, A.; Isobe, M.;
Yokochi, T.; Inoue, J.; et al. Induction and activation of the transcription factor nfatc1 (nfat2)
integrate rankl signaling in terminal differentiation of osteoclasts. Dev. Cell 2002, 3, 889–901.

Int. J. Mol. Sci. 2014, 15

18854

22. Wang, Z.Q.; Ovitt, C.; Grigoriadis, A.E.; Mohle-Steinlein, U.; Ruther, U.; Wagner, E.F. Bone and
haematopoietic defects in mice lacking c-fos. Nature 1992, 360, 741–745.
23. Teitelbaum, S.L. Ranking c-jun in osteoclast development. J. Clin. Investig. 2004, 114, 463–465.
24. Johnson, R.S.; Spiegelman, B.M.; Papaioannou, V. Pleiotropic effects of a null mutation in the
c-fos proto-oncogene. Cell 1992, 71, 577–586.
25. Takayanagi, H.; Kim, S.; Matsuo, K.; Suzuki, H.; Suzuki, T.; Sato, K.; Yokochi, T.; Oda, H.;
Nakamura, K.; Ida, N.; et al. Rankl maintains bone homeostasis through c-fos-dependent induction
of interferon-beta. Nature 2002, 416, 744–749.
26. Matsuo, K.; Galson, D.L.; Zhao, C.; Peng, L.; Laplace, C.; Wang, K.Z.; Bachler, M.A.; Amano, H.;
Aburatani, H.; Ishikawa, H.; et al. Nuclear factor of activated t-cells (nfat) rescues osteoclastogenesis
in precursors lacking c-fos. J. Biol. Chem. 2004, 279, 26475–26480.
27. Ducy, P.; Schinke, T.; Karsenty, G. The osteoblast: A sophisticated fibroblast under central
surveillance. Science 2000, 289, 1501–1504.
28. Ikeda, F.; Nishimura, R.; Matsubara, T.; Tanaka, S.; Inoue, J.; Reddy, S.V.; Hata, K.; Yamashita, K.;
Hiraga, T.; Watanabe, T.; et al. Critical roles of c-jun signaling in regulation of nfat family and
rankl-regulated osteoclast differentiation. J. Clin. Investig. 2004, 114, 475–484.
29. Iotsova, V.; Caamano, J.; Loy, J.; Yang, Y.; Lewin, A.; Bravo, R. Osteopetrosis in mice lacking
nf-kappab1 and nf-kappab2. Nat. Med. 1997, 3, 1285–1289.
30. Yamashita, T.; Yao, Z.; Li, F.; Zhang, Q.; Badell, I.R.; Schwarz, E.M.; Takeshita, S.; Wagner, E.F.;
Noda, M.; Matsuo, K.; et al. Nf-kappab p50 and p52 regulate receptor activator of nf-kappab ligand
(rankl) and tumor necrosis factor-induced osteoclast precursor differentiation by activating c-fos
and nfatc1. J. Biol. Chem. 2007, 282, 18245–18253.
31. Takatsuna, H.; Asagiri, M.; Kubota, T.; Oka, K.; Osada, T.; Sugiyama, C.; Saito, H.; Aoki, K.;
Ohya, K.; Takayanagi, H.; et al. Inhibition of rankl-induced osteoclastogenesis by (-)-dhmeq, a
novel nf-kappab inhibitor, through downregulation of nfatc1. J. Bone Miner. Res. 2005, 20, 653–662.
32. Suda, T.; Nakamura, I.; Jimi, E.; Takahashi, N. Regulation of osteoclast function. J. Bone Miner. Res.
1997, 12, 869–879.
33. Vaananen, H.K.; Horton, M. The osteoclast clear zone is a specialized cell-extracellular matrix
adhesion structure. J. Cell. Sci. 1995, 108, 2729–2732.
34. Nishino, T.; Yokoyama, G.; Dobashi, K.; Fujihara, M.; Nagumo, T. Isolation, purification, and
characterization of fucose-containing sulfated polysaccharides from the brown seaweed ecklonia
kurome and their blood-anticoagulant activities. Carbohydr. Res. 1989, 186, 119–129.
35. Dobashi, K.; Nishino, T.; Fujihara, M.; Nagumo, T. Isolation and preliminary characterization of
fucose-containing sulfated polysaccharides with blood-anticoagulant activity from the brown
seaweed hizikia fusiforme. Carbohydr. Res. 1989, 194, 315–320.
36. Synytsya, A.; Kim, W.J.; Kim, S.M.; Pohl, R.; Synytsya, A.; Kvasnicka, F.; Copikova, J.; Park, Y.I.
Structure and antitumour activity of fucoidan isolated from sporophyll of korean brown seaweed
undaria pinnatifida. Carbohydr. Polym. 2010, 81, 41–48.
37. Mak, W.; Hamid, N.; Liu, T.; Lu, J.; White, W.L. Fucoidan from New Zealand undaria pinnatifida:
Monthly variations and determination of antioxidant activities. Carbohydr. Polym. 2013, 95, 606–614.

Int. J. Mol. Sci. 2014, 15

18855

38. Ariyoshi, W.; Takahashi, T.; Kanno, T.; Ichimiya, H.; Shinmyouzu, K.; Takano, H.; Koseki, T.;
Nishihara, T. Heparin inhibits osteoclastic differentiation and function. J. Cell. Biochem. 2008, 103,
1707–1717.
39. Shinmyouzu, K.; Takahashi, T.; Ariyoshi, W.; Ichimiya, H.; Kanzaki, S.; Nishihara, T.
Dermatan sulfate inhibits osteoclast formation by binding to receptor activator of nf-kappa b ligand.
Biochem. Biophys. Res. Commun. 2007, 354, 447–452.
40. Salbach, J.; Kliemt, S.; Rauner, M.; Rachner, T.D.; Goettsch, C.; Kalkhof, S.; von Bergen, M.;
Moller, S.; Schnabelrauch, M.; Hintze, V.; et al. The effect of the degree of sulfation of
glycosaminoglycans on osteoclast function and signaling pathways. Biomaterials 2012, 33, 8418–8429.
41. Theoleyre, S.; Kwan Tat, S.; Vusio, P.; Blanchard, F.; Gallagher, J.; Ricard-Blum, S.; Fortun, Y.;
Padrines, M.; Redini, F.; Heymann, D. Characterization of osteoprotegerin binding to
glycosaminoglycans by surface plasmon resonance: Role in the interactions with receptor activator of
nuclear factor kappab ligand (rankl) and rank. Biochem. Biophys. Res. Commun. 2006, 347, 460–467.
42. Matsumoto, M.; Sudo, T.; Saito, T.; Osada, H.; Tsujimoto, M. Involvement of p38 mitogen-activated
protein kinase signaling pathway in osteoclastogenesis mediated by receptor activator of nf-kappa
b ligand (rankl). J. Biol. Chem. 2000, 275, 31155–31161.
43. Ha, B.G.; Hong, J.M.; Park, J.Y.; Ha, M.H.; Kim, T.H.; Cho, J.Y.; Ryoo, H.M.; Choi, J.Y.; Shin, H.I.;
Chun, S.Y.; et al. Proteomic profile of osteoclast membrane proteins: Identification of Na+/H+
exchanger domain containing 2 and its role in osteoclast fusion. Proteomics 2008, 8, 2625–2639.
44. Faccio, R.; Takeshita, S.; Zallone, A.; Ross, F.P.; Teitelbaum, S.L. C-fms and the α ν β 3 integrin
collaborate during osteoclast differentiation. J. Clin. Investig. 2003, 111, 749–758.
45. Battaglino, R.; Kim, D.; Fu, J.; Vaage, B.; Fu, X.Y.; Stashenko, P. C-myc is required for osteoclast
differentiation. J. Bone Miner. Res. 2002, 17, 763–773.
46. Yagi, M.; Ninomiya, K.; Fujita, N.; Suzuki, T.; Iwasaki, R.; Morita, K.; Hosogane, N.; Matsuo, K.;
Toyama, Y.; Suda, T.; et al. Induction of dc-stamp by alternative activation and downstream
signaling mechanisms. J. Bone Miner. Res. 2007, 22, 992–1001.
© 2014 by the authors; licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access article
distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution license
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

