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Abstract: In recent years, deep neural network (DNN) based scene classification methods have
achieved promising performance. However, the data-driven training strategy requires a large number
of labeled samples, making the DNN-based methods unable to solve the scene classification problem
in the case of a small number of labeled images. As the number and variety of scene images continue
to grow, the cost and difficulty of manual annotation also increase. Therefore, it is significant to deal
with the scene classification problem with only a few labeled samples. In this paper, we propose
an attention metric network (AMN) in the framework of the few-shot learning (FSL) to improve
the performance of one-shot scene classification. AMN is composed of a self-attention embedding
network (SAEN) and a cross-attention metric network (CAMN). In SAEN, we adopt the spatial
attention and the channel attention of feature maps to obtain abundant features of scene images.
In CAMN, we propose a novel cross-attention mechanism which can highlight the features that are
more concerned about different categories, and improve the similarity measurement performance.
A loss function combining mean square error (MSE) loss with multi-class N-pair loss is developed,
which helps to promote the intra-class similarity and inter-class variance of embedding features,
and also improve the similarity measurement results. Experiments on the NWPU-RESISC45 dataset
and the RSD-WHU46 dataset demonstrate that our method achieves the state-of-the-art results on
one-shot remote sensing image scene classification tasks.
Keywords: remote sensing image scene classification; few-shot learning; cross-attention mechanism;
metric network; multi-class N-pair loss

1. Introduction
Scene classification is an important topic in the field of remote sensing. It aims at identifying
the remote sensing image with a specific semantic category according to semantic information.
Remote sensing image scene classification (RSISC) is a fundamental problem for understanding
high-resolution remote sensing imagery, and has been widely applied in many remote sensing
applications, such as natural disaster detection [1–3], land use and land cover detection [4–6],
vegetation mapping [7,8], and so on.
With the increasing number of remote sensing images, understanding the semantic content of these
images effectively is a difficult but important task [9]. Traditional RSISC methods use handcrafted
features to extract characteristics of scene images, such as color, texture, shape, and so on [10,11].
Scene images usually contain complex geographical environments, and handcrafted features cannot
adaptively obtain features from different scenes as well as not be able to meet the increasing needs
of classification accuracy. Therefore, the method based on unsupervised feature extraction has been
developed [5,12–15]. The unsupervised feature extraction method can learn the internal features of
scene images adaptively and has achieved good results. However, features extracted by unsupervised
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methods such as BOVW [5,12] are usually shallow features, which cannot express the high-level
semantic information and abstract features of remote sensing scene images. Recently, methods based
on deep neural networks (DNN) have achieved the best results in RSISC. Many DNN models such as
CNN [16,17] and LSTM [18,19] have been verified to be able to obtain the state-of-the-art results on
most RSISC datasets such as UC-Merced [12] and AID [9].
Although DNN-based methods have achieved better performance in the RSISC task, its limitations
have drawn the attention of researchers. Firstly, data driven training strategy makes DNN a black
box. It is difficult to understand DNNs’ internal dynamics [20]; therefore, a large number of samples
are required to train the model and achieve better performance. Secondly, Target categories of RSISC
tasks are quite different from natural image classification tasks. Because of the particularity of remote
sensing images, it is very difficult and time-consuming to obtain abundant manually annotated
high-resolution remote sensing images [21], especially for unusual scenes such as military installations.
Therefore, the RSISC problem in the case of a few labeled samples has become an urgent and important
task to be studied. Thirdly, most of the existing DNN-based classification methods can only classify
the scenes which have been trained already, but they cannot classify the untrained scenes, as shown in
Figure 1. When recognizing an untrained scene by a DNN model, we need a large number of scene
images to retrain the model, or fine-tune the model on new scene images. The problems mentioned
above are essentially caused by the fact that deep learning methods severely rely on the training data.
Due to the increasing number of remote sensing images worldwide, the highly complex geometrical
structures and spatial patterns and the diversity of image features all pose a great challenge to the
RSISC tasks. It is significant to find a way to learn the knowledge from just a few labeled scene images
or even one image, which will greatly promote the use of remote sensing images in more fields.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Figure 1. Comparison between the traditional CNN classification methods and metric-based FSL
methods. (a,b) traditional CNN methods cannot deal with untrained classes; (c,d) metric-based FSL
methods can deal with untrained classes.

In this paper, we propose a new framework to solve the one-shot RSISC problem inspired by
few-shot learning (FSL) methods. The metric-based FSL method first extracts the features of labeled
samples and unlabeled samples, and then classifies unlabeled samples by measuring the similarity
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of features. It adopts task-based methods [22] to achieve the ability to perform classification tasks
that only require a small number of labeled data, even for categories that have not appeared in the
training stage. For an FSL task which contains N categories of data, task-based learning does not care
about the specific categories of labeled samples but focuses on the feature similarity of the unlabeled
samples and classifying them to N groups. This approach makes FSL more general for different types
of samples. Thus, for images from unknown classes, the few-shot classification can also be realized.
Although the FSL method has the ability of classification with only a few labeled samples,
its accuracy is still far from satisfactory compared with the DNN-based method. In this paper, we
design an Attention Metric Network (AMN) for one-shot RSISC to boost the performance of extracting
discriminative features from a small number of labeled samples and measure the similarity of features.
Specifically, we design a Self-Attention Embedding Network (SAEN) for feature extraction and a
Cross-Attention Metric Network (CAMN) for similarity measurement. The SAEN applies spatial
attention and channel attention to feature maps of different sizes and a different number of channels to
enhance the feature extraction capabilities of different scene images. Motivated by the fact that the
important features of the same category are similar, CAMN is carefully designed to extract the channel
attention of the labeled embedding features and fuses with the unlabeled features. Then, CAMN
measures the similarity between the fused embedding features of unlabeled samples and labeled
samples to obtain the predicted class. Moreover, we use a loss function that fuses mean square
error (MSE) and multi-class N-pair loss to enhance the effectiveness of AMN in one-shot scene
classification tasks.
The contributions of this paper can be summarized as follows:
•

•

•

We propose a metric-based FSL method AMN to solve the one-shot RSISC task. We design
the SAEN in feature extraction stage and the CAMN in the similarity measurement stage for
the one-shot RSISC task. The SAEN adopts both spatial and channel attention, and is carefully
designed to obtain distinctive features under small labeled sample settings. The CAMN contains a
novel and effective cross-attention mechanism to enhance features of interest to different categories
and suppress unimportant features.
Joint MSE loss and the multi-class N-pair loss have been developed for the one-shot RSISC task.
The proposed loss function can promote the intra-class similarity and inter-class variance of
embedding features and improve the accuracy of similarity metric results by the CAMN.
We conduct extensive experiments on two large-scale scene classification datasets
NWPU-RESISC45 [23] and RSD46-WHU [24,25]. Experimental results prove that our method can
effectively promote the accuracy of the one-shot RSISC task than other state-of-the-art methods.

The rest of this paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, methods related to this paper are
introduced. Detailed descriptions of the proposed method are covered in Section 3. Experiments and
analysis are introduced in Section 4. In Section 5, we conduct ablation studies to prove that the
contributions are all valid and further discuss the embedding features and the cross-attention
mechanism. Finally, the conclusions are drawn in Section 6.
2. Related Work
In this section, we briefly review the related work of RSISC and introduce the attention mechanism
and some metric-based FSL methods.
2.1. Scene Classification Methods
RSISC methods can be divided into three categories according to different feature extraction methods:
handcrafted-features based methods, unsupervised-learning based methods, and deep-learning based
methods [23].
Handcrafted features [10,11] are all manually extracted features, so the feature extraction methods
designed by humans greatly affect the performance of feature expression. Unsupervised learning
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features [5,12–15] do not need labeled information of data but extract useful feature information from
images by learning a basic function or filter for feature coding.
With the development of deep learning, DNN-based methods are now the dominant solutions
to the RSISC problem [16–19]. DNN models are widely developed to extract more information of
attention [18,26,27] and patterns [16,17] on scene images, and designed to fuse different types of
patterns [17,28] to achieve better performance on RSISC tasks. Guo et al. [27] proposed a global-local
attention network to improve the scene classification performance by learning the global information
and the local semantic information. Anwer et al. [17] proposed a TEX-Nets fusing texture coded
mapped images with the normal RGB images. Benefiting from the powerful ability of automatic
learning with category tags, deep learning models can extract hierarchical and discriminate features of
different scenes better than handcrafted features and unsupervised features. Therefore, we chose the
DNN-based model as the backbone of our AMN method to solve the one-shot RSISC task.
2.2. Attention Mechanism
The basic idea of the attention mechanism is to highlight important information and characteristics.
In the field of remote sensing, saliency detection is usually adopted to obtain regions of interest.
For example, Zhang et al. [29] proposed a saliency guided sampling strategy to extract features
without redundant information from remote sensing images. Zhang et al. [30] extracted the saliency
feature map of primary objects as an additional encoding feature of the classifier.
With the development of deep learning, the attention mechanism is not limited to focus on the
important areas of the image. Jie et al. proposed SE-Net [31] to draw attention to the channel of
features in order to obtain more critical channel feature information. SangHyun et al. proposed the
CBAM [32] module, which draws attention to channels and spatials of feature maps, respectively,
and integrates the two attention maps into residual modules [33].
Recently, many DNN-based scene classification methods have adopted complex attention
mechanisms [18,26,27]. The attention mechanisms applied in these works have effectively improved
the feature expression ability of DNN in different scene images. Inspired from the existing self-attention
methods, the spatial attention and the channel attention are adopted on different size and different
numbers of channels of feature maps. Besides the self-attention mechanism, we proposed a novel
cross-attention mechanism to enhance the ability of feature expression of specific target categories, so
as to obtain better similarity measurement results.
2.3. Metric-Based Few-Shot Learning
With the development of deep learning, the metric-based FSL method has been widely applied in
image classification [22,34,35], object detection [36,37], and other fields [38–40].
A fundamental metric-based FSL method is Matching Network (MatchingNet) [22]. In this
paper, Vinyal et al. for the first time raised task-based FSL training and testing mode N-way K-shot.
An N-way K-shot task contains N categories of data, in which the data of each category include K
labeled samples (called support sets) and Q unknown samples (called query sets). Different from
the traditional classification task, the N-way K-shot task predicts the label of the query set sample by
matching the feature of the query set sample with that of the support set sample.
Snell et al. [34] proposed prototypical network (ProtoNet). The ProtoNet finds the centers of K
labeled support set features as the prototype of the category. By calculating the L2 distance between
unlabeled samples and different prototypes, the predicted category is the label of the nearest prototype.
On the basis of the prototype network, Sung et al. proposed the relation network (RelationNet) [35].
RelationNet uses a neural network to replace the L2 distance in the ProtoNet and directly outputs the
predicted category results.
Recently, metric-based FSL methods have been applied in the field of remote sensing. Liu et al. [41]
applied the metric-based FSL method to hyperspectral image classification. They used a 3D-CNN to
extract features from hyperspectral images and measured the similarity of labeled sample features
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and unlabeled sample features by Euclidean distance. Tang et al. [42] proposed an improved Siamese
network to solve the few-shot SAR target detection problem. Gao et al. [43] designed a new deep
classification model based on the relation network for hyperspectral image few-shot classification
applications. Cheng et al. [44] applied the idea of meta learning to scene classification first and they
proposed a D-CNN to solve the few-shot scene classification problems. Zhang et al. [45] proposed a
state-of-the-art meta-learning method to solve a few-shot RSISC problem. They modified the ProtoNet
and used the cosine distance as a similarity metric, and got 69.46% and 69.08% accuracy on a one-shot
RSISC task on NWPU-RESISC45 and the RSD46-WHU datasets.
Although these works verify the applicability of FSL in the field of remote sensing, there is still
a huge potential for improvement. There are two key problems in the metric-based FSL method:
extract significant features from a small number of labeled samples, and measure the similarity of
features. Our works are aiming to solve these problems more effectively, and to improve one-shot
scene classification performance. Thus, we combine the attention mechanism with the metric-based
FSL method, and propose an AMN to improve the classification results of one-shot RSISC tasks.
3. Method Description
In this section, we introduce the architecture and settings of AMN for the one-shot RSISC task in detail.
3.1. Overall Architecture
AMN is mainly composed of two parts: SAEN and CAMN. The overall framework of the AMN
algorithm is shown in Figure 2.

Figure 2. The overall framework of Attention Metric Networks.

We apply AMN to the 5-way 1-shot scene classification task. During the training stage,
we randomly select 5-way 1-shot tasks from the training data. Each task contains five categories
of images, and each category includes one support set image and 15 query set images. The embedding
features of five labeled samples (from support set) and 75 query samples (from query set) are calculated
by SAEN. Then, CAMN is used to measure the similarities among 75 query set embedding features
and five support set embedding features. Each query set image will get five similarity measurement
results, and the class of the most similar support set image is the predicted label. In the testing phase,
we randomly select tasks from the test data that differ from the scene categories in the training stage.
3.2. Self-Attention Embedding Network
The SAEN is composed of five blocks, which is shown in Figure 3. The size of input image is
3 × 256 × 256, and the shape of output embedding features of SAEN is 64 × 8 × 8.
The spatial attention is applied in the second and third block of SAEN due to the large scale of
feature map. In addition, the channel attention is adopted in the fourth and fifth blocks of SAEN for
the rich information of channel dimensions.
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Figure 3. Self-attention embedding network.

We extract the spatial attention map in the second and third blocks of SAEN. The spatial attention
block is shown in Figure 4. We calculate the average value Avg( F ) and the maximum value Max ( F )
s ,
of the channel on a C × W × H size feature map F, and obtain two 1 × W × H size feature maps Favg
s
Fmax and concatenate them together. Then, a 7 × 7 convolution layer is used to get a single channel
spatial attention feature map with the same input size as 1 × W × H.

Figure 4. Spatial Attention Block. Conv: Convolutional Layer; BN: Batch Normalization Layer;
ReLu: ReLU Activation Layer; Avg: Average by Channel; Max: Maximum by Channel.

The spatial attention can be calculated as
Ms ( F ) = σ (conv7×7 ([ Avg( F ); Max ( F )]))
s
s
= σ(conv7×7 ([ Favg
; Fmax
]))

(1)

where conv7×7 denotes a convolutional operation with a 7 × 7 size filter, and σ represents the sigmoid
activation function.
We extract the channel attention map in the fourth and fifth block of SAEN. The channel attention
block is shown in Figure 5. We calculate the average value and maximum value on the C × W × H
size feature map, and obtain two C × 1 × 1 size features. Then, two feature maps are added through
two fully connected layers to get the channel attention feature map with the size of C × 1 × 1.
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Figure 5. Channel Attention Block. Conv: Convolutional Layer; BN: Batch Normalization Layer;
ReLu: ReLU Activation Layer; AvgPool: Average Pooling Layer; MaxPool: Maximum Pooling Layer;
FC: Fully Connected Layer.

The channel attention can be calculated as
Mc ( F ) = σ ( MLP( AvgPool ( F )) + MLP( MaxPool ( F )))
c
c
= σ(W1 (W0 ( Favg
)) + W1 (W0 ( Fmax
)))

(2)

where σ represent the sigmoid function, fully connected layer weights W0 ∈ RC/r×C and W1 ∈ RC×C/r
are shared for both inputs, and the ReLU activation function is followed by W0 .
By using the spatial attention block and channel attention block, the SAEN can extract more
abundant spatial and channel attention features, and then promote the feature expression ability
of SAEN.
3.3. Cross-Attention Metric Network
We design the CAMN to improve the ability of metric networks to distinguish embedding features
of the same categories and different categories. The cross-attentive mechanism is inspired by the
fact that the channel attention of embedding features is more similar for the same class. When we
aggregate the channel attention of different support set image features with a query set image features,
the metric network can easily distinguish the class of the query set image.
The CAMN contains a cross-attention block and a metric network, which is shown in Figure 6.

Figure 6. Cross-attention metric network.
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In the cross-attention block, we firstly calculate the channel attention for embedding features
of each support set image. Then, we fuse the channel attention with support embedding features
and query embedding features respectively, and concatenate them by channel dimensions to form a
128 × 8 × 8-dimensional feature pair. The channel attention and fused features are calculated the same
way as the channel attention module in Section 3.2. In a 5-way 1-shot task, each query sample can get
five feature pairs, so a total of 75 × 5 = 375 pairs of cross attention features are obtained.
The metric network consists of two Conv-BN-ReLu layers and two fully connected layers.
The kernel size of convolutional layer is 3 × 3, padding is 0, and stride is 1. The output sizes of
the first and second full connection layer are 8 and 1, respectively. Finally, the similarity of each feature
pair is obtained through sigmoid functions. The category with the largest similarity is the prediction
category. Thus, each query set image would get a five-dimensional one-hot vector, representing the
predicted result.
Suppose the cross-attention metric network is gmetric , the embedding features of a query image
x is Fx , the embedding features of a sample image i is Fi , and its channel attention is CA Fi . Then,
the mathematical processing of the similarity of Fx and Fi and the predicted category of query set x
can be expressed as:
Si = gmetric (CA Fi × Fx , CA Fi × Fi ) i = 1, 2, 3, 4, 5
(3)
Ypred = arg max(Si )

i = 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

(4)

i

3.4. Loss Function
To improve the intra-class similarity and the inter-class variance, we adopt MSE loss in the
measurement part, and use multi-class N-pair loss [46] in the feature extraction stage to expand the
difference of embedding features between different categories.
In contrast to traditional scene classification tasks, we use similarity to predict the category
of unlabeled images in the FSL scenario. We train our model using mean square error (MSE) loss
by regressing the similarity scores on groundtruth: matching feature pairs have a similarity of 1,
and mismatched pairs have a similarity of 0. The MSE loss can described as follows:
Lmetric =

1
MN

M N

∑ ∑(si,j − 1(yi == y j ))2
i

(5)

j

where yi denotes the label of query image i, y j denotes the label of sample image j, and si,j represents
the output similarity of the feature pairs of i and j through the CAMN.
For each query sample, we use the vector inner product to measure the distance between positive
samples of the same classes and negative samples of different classes in the feature embedding stage.
The expression of multi-class N-pair loss is as follows:
Lembedding =

1
M

M

N −1

i

j

∑ log(1 +

∑

exp( f T f j − f T f + ))

(6)

where f represents the embedding features of query set i, f j denotes embedding features of the
negative support set image j whose class is different with i, and f + represents the embedding features
of positive support set image which is the same as i.
To sum up, the total loss function is:
Ltotal = Lmetric + Lembedding

=

1
MN

M N

1

M

N −1

i

j

∑ ∑(si,j − 1(yi == y j ))2 + M ∑ log(1 + ∑
i

j

exp( f T f j − f T f + ))

(7)
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4. Experiments and Results
In this section, we introduce datasets and experimental settings. Then, we compare the results of
some state-of-the-art methods and our proposed method on two commonly used RSISC datasets.
4.1. Experiment Datasets and Experiment Setup
4.1.1. Datasets Description
In order to verify the effectiveness of our method in one-shot remote sensing scene classification,
we conducted a number of experiments on two large-scale RSISC datasets, the NWPU-RESISC45
dataset and the RSD46-WHU dataset.
The NWPU-RESISC45 dataset contains 45 kinds of scene images, each class contains 700 images
with the size of 256 × 256, a total of 31,500 images. These images are intercepted from remote sensing
images taken by satellites in Google maps. Most of the scene images have pixel resolution between 0.2
and 30 m, and a few have lower spatial resolutions. Figure 7 shows sample images for each category
in the NWPU-RESISC45 dataset.

Airplane

Cloud

Airport

Beach

Bridge

Chaparral

Church

Circular farmland

Desert

Forest

Freeway

Golf course

Ground track field

Harbor

Lake

Meadow

Mountain

Overpass

Baseball diamond Basketball court

Commercial area Dense residential

Industrial area

Intersection

Island

Palace

Parking lot

Railway

Ship

Snowberg

Sparse residential

Medium residentialMobile home park

Railway station Rectangular farmland

Stadium

Storage tank

River

Roundabout

Runway

Sea ice

Tennis court

Terrace

Thermal power station

Wetland

Figure 7. Example images of each category in the NWPU-RESISC45 dataset.

RSD46-WHU is a large-scale open dataset for remote sensing image scene classification.
This dataset is collected from Google Earth and Tianditu and contains 46 classes, each with
500–3000 images, for a total of 117,000 images. The ground resolution of most classes is 0.5 m
and that of others is about 2 m. The dataset is divided into training set and validation set. We use the
training set for experiments, about 99,000 images. Figure 8 shows sample images for each category in
the RSD46-WHU dataset.
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Water
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factory building
factory building
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Storage land

Medium density
Medium density
scattered building structured building

Figure 8. Example images of each category in the RSD46-WHU dataset.

It should be noted that some categories of scene images have large intra-class variance and high
inter-class similarity, which greatly increases the difficulty of classification.
4.1.2. Experiment Settings
In each dataset, we randomly select five categories as the test data for the 5-way 1-shot task,
and other categories as the training data. In order to verify the reliability of our method, we repeat five
experiments on each dataset and select different test categories each time. We compared our method
with two typical metric-based FSL methods ProtoNet and RelationNet to prove the superiority of
our method.
In the preprocessing stage, the image is resized to 256 × 256, and the training image is randomly
flipped vertically or horizontally with a 50% probability and normalized. In the training stage, 5-way
1-shot tasks were randomly selected from the training data and divided into 800 epochs, each epoch
contained 200 tasks, a total of 160,000 tasks. A 5-way 1-shot task contains five categories, each containing
one support set image and 15 query set images. We use the SGD optimizer to update the network
parameters. The initial learning rate is 1 × 10−3 , the momentum is 0.9, and the regularization coefficient
is 5 × 10−3 . After each epoch training, 150 5-way 1-shot tasks are randomly selected from the test
categories for verification, and the network weight with the highest test accuracy is retained as the
final result. In the test phase, we randomly selected 600 5-way 1-shot tasks from testing data to test
and evaluate.
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The PyTorch framework is used to implement the proposed method. All the implementations are
evaluated on a Ubuntu 16.04 system with one 3.6 GHz 4-core i7-7700CPU, 64 GB memory and a GPU
of NVIDIA GTX 1080ti.
4.1.3. Evaluation Metrics
We use three metrics to evaluate our experimental results, including average accuracy,
95% confidence interval, and confusion matrix.
•
•
•

Average accuracy: the ratio of the number of correctly classified samples to the number of all
samples in 600 5-way 1-shot tasks.
95% confidence interval: the probability that the classification accuracy of a 5-way 1-shot task falls
within this interval is 95%.
Confusion matrix: each column of the matrix is the predicted category, and each row of the matrix
is the real category. In each group of experiments, 600 5-way 1-shot tasks were counted. Each task
contains 75 query set, including 45,000 samples in total.

4.2. Experimental Results on the NWPU-RESISC45 Dataset
We conducted five groups of experiments on the NWPU-RESISC45 dataset. In each experiment,
we select 40 categories of images as the training set, and the remaining five categories of the images as
the test set. The experiment number and test categories are shown in Table 1.
Table 1. Test categories and examples in each experiment on the NWPU-RESISC45 dataset.
Experiment

Test Categories

1

Storage tank; Tennis court; Terrace;
Thermal power station; Wetland

2

Airplane; Cloud; Industrial area;
Palace; Ship

3

Baseball diamond; Dense
residential; Island; Railway; Sparse
residential

4

Beach; Forest; Meadow; Rectangular
farmland; Storage tank

5

Chaparral; Golf course; Mobile
home park; Roundabout; Terrace

Example Images

Table 2 and Figure 9 show the experimental results of ProtoNet, RelationNet, and AMN on each
test set, with the best results marked in bold. The AMN gives an average improvement of 6.22%
compared with the ProtoNet and 4.49% compared with the RelationNet on five sets of experiments.
Except for the average accuracy of AMN in the second experiment being 1.39% lower than that of
RelationNet, AMN in the other four groups is significantly improved compared with the other two
methods, and the highest group is 8.65% higher than RelationNet.
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Table 2. Average accuracy(%) and 95% confidence interval(%) of ProtoNet, RelationNet and AMN on
the NWPU-RESISC45 dataset, each experiment contains 600 randomly selected tasks. The best results
on each experiment are marked in bold.
Experiment

ProtoNet [34]

RelationNet [35]

AMN

1
2
3
4
5

57.27 ± 0.79
50.20 ± 0.70
71.22 ± 0.66
66.27 ± 0.83
59.76 ± 0.75

59.02 ± 0.76
52.76 ± 0.77
74.14 ± 0.66
66.04 ± 0.77
61.37 ± 0.71

63.80 ± 0.72
51.37 ± 0.81
77.02 ± 0.64
73.57 ± 0.68
70.02 ± 0.71

MEAN

60.94

62.67

67.16

Figure 9. Experimental results on the NWPU-RESISC45 dataset, each experiment contains
600 randomly selected tasks.

The 5-way 1-shot classification results of all the test images in each group of experiments were
counted by the confusion matrix. Each experiment included 600 5-way 1-shot tasks with a total of
45,000 test images. The results of confusion matrix are shown in Figure 10. It can be seen that the
recognition accuracy of different categories in each group of experiments is very similar, and there is
no obvious misclassification relationship between different categories.

(a)

(b)
Figure 10. Cont.
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(c)

(d)

(e)
Figure 10. Confusion matrix ofAMN results on 600 randomly selected tasks on the NWPU-RESISC45
dataset. (a–e) confusion matrix of text results on experiment 1–5.

4.3. Experimental Results on the RSD46-WHU Dataset
We have carried out five groups of experiments on the RSD46-WHU dataset. In each experiment,
we select 41 categories of images as the training set, and the remaining five categories of images as test
sets. The experiment number and test categories are shown in Table 3.
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Table 3. Test categories and examples in each experiment on the RSD46-WHU dataset.
Experiment

Test Categories

1

Storage land; Tennis court; Thermal
power plant; Vegetable plot; Water

2

Airplane; Cross river bridge;
Irregular farmland;
Playground; Ship

3

Artificial dense forest land; Dense
tall building; Medium density
structured building; Red structured
factory building; Sparse
residential area

4

Bare land; Fish pond; Natural
sparse forest land; Regular
farmland; Steel smelter

5

Blue structured factory building;
Graff; Overpass; Scattered red roof
factory building; Tennis court

Example Images

Table 4 and Figure 11 show the experimental results of ProtoNet, RelationNet and AMN on
each test set, and the optimal results of each group are marked in bold. The AMN gives an average
improvement of 9.25% compared with the ProtoNet and 4.63% compared with the RelationNet on five
sets of experiments. Except for the average accuracy rate of the 5-way 1-shot task in AMN of the third
group being 0.08% lower than that of RelationNet, the other four groups of experimental AMN are
significantly improved compared with the other two methods, with the highest improvement of 9.14%
compared with RelationNet.
Table 4. Average accuracy(%) and 95% confidence interval(%) of ProtoNet, RelationNet and AMN on
the RSD46-WHU dataset, each experiment contains 600 randomly selected tasks. The best results on
each experiment are marked in bold.
Experiment

ProtoNet [34]

RelationNet [35]

AMN

1
2
3
4
5

57.73 ± 0.64
61.91 ± 0.83
52.71 ± 0.63
65.51 ± 0.69
52.71 ± 0.63

60.78 ± 0.68
64.32 ± 0.73
61.36 ± 0.60
68.21 ± 0.70
59.00 ± 0.66

69.92 ± 0.73
67.56 ± 0.79
61.28 ± 0.60
70.56 ± 0.70
67.46 ± 0.77

MEAN

58.11

62.73

67.36

The 1-shot classification results of all the test images in each group of experiments are counted
by the confusion matrix. Each experiment includes 600 5-way 1-shot tasks with a total of 45,000 test
images. The results of confusion matrix are shown in Figure 12. It can be seen that the recognition
accuracy of different categories in each group of experiments is very similar, and there is no obvious
misclassification relationship between different categories.
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Figure 11. Experimental results on the RSD46-WHU dataset, each experiment contains 600 randomly
selected tasks.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
Figure 12. Cont.
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(e)
Figure 12. Confusion matrix of AMN results on 600 randomly selected tasks on the RSD46-WHU
dataset. (a–e) confusion matrix of text results on experiment 1–5.

It can be seen from ten sets of experiments on two datasets that the AMN method developed in
this paper achieves higher classification accuracy than ProtoNet and RelationNet in the 5-way 1-shot
scene classification task, which proves the superiority of our method.
4.4. Further Analysis
To verify the performance of 5-way 1-shot tasks on more test categories, we carry out experiments
as the same settings in paper [45]. The datasets are divided into the test set (12 categories
on each dataset: Roundabout, Runway, Sea ice, Ship, Snowberg, Sparse residential, Stadium,
Storage tank, Tennis court, Terrace, Thermal power station, Wetland on NWPU-RESISC45 dataset;
Sewage plant-type-one, Sewage plant-type-two, Ship, Solar power station, Sparse residential area,
Square, Square, Storage land, Tennis court, Thermal power plant, Vegetable plot, Water on RSD46-WHU
dataset) and training set (other categories), the same as paper [45]. We randomly 600 select 5-way
1-shot tasks form test set, each containing 15 query images per category. The comparisons to other
methods are shown in Table 5.
Table 5. Results on two different groups of experiments. The best results on each dataset are marked in bold.
Results on the NWPU-RESISC45 Dataset
Method
One-Shot Result (%)
ProtoNet [34]
RelationNet [35]
MAML [47]
D-CNN [44]
Meta-Learning [45]
AMN(Ours)

51.17 ± 0.79
53.52 ± 0.83
57.10 ± 0.82
36.00 ± 6.31
69.46 ± 0.22
70.25 ± 0.79

Results on the RSD-WHU46 Dataset
Method
One-Shot Result (%)
ProtoNet [34]
RelationNet [35]
MAML [47]
D-CNN [44]
Meta-Learning [45]
AMN(Ours)

52.57 ± 0.89
52.73 ± 0.91
55.18 ± 0.90
30.93 ± 7.49
69.08 ± 0.25
73.2 ± 0.75

Remote Sens. 2020, 12, 4046

17 of 22

Our method achieves the state-of-the-art accuracy on both datasets, with about 0.79% and 4.12%
increasing compared to the recent Meta-Learning [45] method.
5. Discussion
5.1. Ablation Study
Table 6 shows ablation studies of the effects of cross-attention mechanism and the fused loss
function on two different experiments. We randomly chose a group of experiments on each dataset
(experiment 4 of NWPU-RESISC45 and experiment 1 of RSD-WHU46), and train models in 160,000
randomly selected 5-way 1-shot tasks under the same settings as Section 4.1.2. The average accuracy
and 95% confidence intervals are counted on 600 tasks.
Table 6. Ablation studies on two different groups of experiments.
Results on NWPU-RESISC45 Dataset
Method
Result (%)
AMN(without cross-attention)
AMN(without multi-class N-pair loss)
AMN

69.66 ± 0.67
71.86 ± 0.73
73.57 ± 0.68

Results on RSD-WHU46 Dataset
Method
Result (%)
AMN(without cross-attention)
AMN(without multi-class N-pair loss)
AMN

69.31 ± 0.72
67.16 ± 0.70
69.92 ± 0.73

Without the cross-attention mechanism, the average accuracy of AMN decreases by about 3.91%
on the first experiment and about 0.61% on the second experiment. It proves that our cross-attention
mechanism contributes significantly to feature measurement results. The fused loss which combined
MSE with multi-class N-pair loss gives an improvement of about 1.71% and 2.6%, proving its efficiency
on one-shot RSISC tasks.
5.2. Embedding Features
To analyze whether the features extracted by our method are more unique and effective,
we randomly select a training task and a test task in the first group of experiments of the
NWPU-RESISC45 dataset and adopt the Principal Components Analysis (PCA) to reduce the
dimension of query embedding features to 2D for visualization. Figure 13 shows the visualization
results. It shows that the embedding distance of the same classes extracted by the AMN is closer, and
the distance between the different classes is larger.
We utilize the Davies Bouldin index (DBI) [48] to evaluate the distance between classes and within
classes. The DBI is calculated as follows:
DBI =

si + s j
1 k
max
k i∑
dij
i
6
=
j
=1

(8)

where si represents the average distance between each point of class and the centroid of that class,
dij denotes the distance between class centroids i and j, k represent the number of classes.
The smaller the DBI is, the smaller the intra-class distance is, and the larger the inter-class distance
is. Table 7 shows that the DBI of our method is the smallest of the three in both training tasks and test
tasks, which proves that the features of the same category extracted by our method are more similar
and the features of different categories are more different than the ProtoNet and the RelationNet.
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Figure 13. The PCA visualization results of task extracted from the first group of experiments on the
NWPU-RESISC45 dataset. Different classes are marked with different colors. Top: training set task,
Bottom: test set task.
Table 7. The DBI of embedding features on a randomly selected training set task and a randomly
selected test set task. The best results on each experiment are marked in bold.
Experiment

ProtoNet

RelationNet

AMN

Training set task
Test set task

0.9
1.36

1.49
1.35

0.62
1.1

5.3. Effectiveness of the Cross-Attention Mechanism
We randomly extract a training task and a test task from the first group of experiments on
the NWPU-RESISC45 dataset, and then obtain the support set channel attention in cross-attention
metric networks, and compare it with the channel attention of a randomly selected query set image,
and calculate the mean absolute error (MAE) between them. The comparison results of training tasks
are shown in Figure 14, and the comparison results of test tasks are shown in Figure 15.
Through the comparison, it can be seen that the MAE of the same category of channel attention is
the smallest, while the different categories are larger, which means that the channel attention features
of the same category are more similar. When the attention of the same kind of support set image
is superimposed on the query set image, the key features of the same category will be highlighted,
and when the attention of different support set images is superimposed, the key features of the different
category will be weakened. Therefore, the cross-attention mechanism can promote the measurement
results of the metric network.
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Figure 14. Comparison of channel attention features of a randomly selected query set image and
support set images from a training set task on the NWPU-RESISC45 dataset.

Figure 15. Comparison of channel attention features of a randomly selected query set image and
support set images from a test set task on the NWPU-RESISC45 dataset.

6. Conclusions
In this paper, we propose a metric-based FSL method AMN to solve the one-shot RSISC problem.
To obtain more distinctive features, we design a self-attention network by using spatial attention
and channel attention along with multi-class N-pair loss. The proposed AMN can extract more
similar features from images of the same category and more different features among images of
different categories. A novel and effective cross-attention metric mechanism is proposed in this
paper. Combining unlabeled embedding features with the channel attention of the labeled features,
the CAMN can highlight the features of different categories that are more concerned. The discussion
about cross-attention proves that similar image features do have similar channel attention.
Our work achieves the state-of-the-art classification results on one-shot RSISC tasks. On the
NWPU-RESISC45 dataset, the AMN achieves a gain of up to around 6.22% over the ProtoNet and about
4.49% over the RelationNet. On the RSD46-WHU dataset, the AMN method improves performance
by about 9.25% to ProtoNet and about 4.63% to RelationNet. These impressive results demonstrate
that not only the feature extraction method but also the cross-attention mechanism can improve the
similarity measurement results of scene images, especially on one-shot RSISC tasks.
The metric-based FSL frameworks rely on a large number of different categories of scene tasks to
ensure that the FSL task is category-independent. The model may over-fit to specific categories when
there are few scene classes. Our future work will focus on training the FSL model on a small number
of categories of scene images.
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