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Abstract: In this editorial text, we point to the importance and development of disciplines that
closely link economic sciences with ecology. Drawing on the most important literature in these fields,
we have highlighted the trends that are popular today in both fields (double eco features).
Keywords: sustainable development; global eco-trends; green economy; eco-tourism; environmental
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Thirty years back to the present, the relationship between economy and ecology has become not
only a social issue, but also a political issue. The appearance of global environmental problems as
a topic in the 1990s had a major impact on the question of sustainable development in the approach
to environmental risk and the issue of the trade-off between economic growth and the environment.
Regardless, numerous studies have shown that there is no direct trade-off between economic growth
and the environment; yet, this issue is topical and related to the question: What is the best way to
preserve the environment alongside the economic growth and urbanization of cities and regions?
However, today’s governments, companies, and individuals are becoming more aware that the use of
technology and the increase in economic capacity should not negatively affect the environment.
As the governments of many countries (predominantly developed) became increasingly interested
in environmental issues, we began to meet more terms that are dedicated to the conservation of
the environment, rational use of resources, sustainability, and the economic potential of a particular
location (region). As a result of this policy, we often encounter terminology such as: Sustainable
development, global ecotrends, green economy, ecotourism, environmental protection, regional issues,
technological impact on ecology (or new version of industrial ecology), ecopolitical problems, social
responsibility, corporate responsibility, urban sustainability, sustainable tourism, circular economy, etc.
In other words, the link between biodiversity, economics, and technological advancement exists in
almost all socioeconomic forms (Figure 1). Before a more detailed explanation, let us first go back to
politics, specifically on the political ecology.
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1. Socioeconomic forms of double eco issue.
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today. Urbanization is closely related to the field of regional issues, regional economics, and economic
geography. Regional economics and economic geography are important support for the development
of environmental issues at a particular location [12–16].
Recently, a very popular new discipline is known as ecological economics. According to Mele et
al. [17], Long et al. [18], and Patterson and Glavovic [19], ecological economics combines both doctrines:
From one side, it researches the connections between the physical issues and the biological realms, and
from the other side, it explores monetary exchange processes on micro, mezzo, and macro levels of
economy. This discipline, which is the link between economics and ecology, arose from the need to
emphasize their connection, given their social, environmental, political, and sustainable importance
nowadays. An even more specific aspect of the ecological economy is the marine economy or maritime,
which is the basis of coastal management [17–22]. Marine economy analyzes the natural and economic
potential of the region, predicts the ecological consequences, and strives to preserve the environment.
Finally, we must mention the services sector in eco-ecological issues. There has been a lot of
attention in both practice (the business, policy-making, various aspects of the social sphere) and science
in the last 20 years. Numerous studies address the environmental impact of tourism on ecology;
while ecology is one of the most important factors in choosing a tourist destination [23–34]. Ecology in
tourism today is not just an issue that must be addressed or protected (as in the productive sectors in the
events of pollution or irrational use of resources). It is among the most important characteristics of the
attractiveness of a tourist destination. People today choose vacation and leisure destinations that have
a natural landscape or high ecological standards [35], which means that investing in ecology is a great
opportunity for sustainable economic and social development of a specific destination. The connection
between science and practical implications in the relationship between tourism (economy) and ecology
has influenced the emergence of many tourism disciplines, such as: Ecotourism, gastro-tourism,
adventure tourism, sport tourism, and many similar disciplines.
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