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Abstract: We present a review of the influence of cosmic repulsion and external magnetic fields
on accretion disks rotating around rotating black holes and on jets associated with these rotating
configurations. We consider both geometrically thin and thick disks. We show that the vacuum
energy represented by the relic cosmological constant strongly limits extension of the accretion
disks that is for supermassive black holes comparable to extension of largest galaxies, and supports
collimation of jets at large distances from the black hole. We further demonstrate that an external
magnetic field crucially influences the fate of ionized Keplerian disks causing creation of winds and
jets, enabling simultaneously acceleration of ultra-high energy particles with energy up to 1021 eV
around supermassive black holes with M ∼ 1010 M surrounded by sufficiently strong magnetic
field with B ∼ 104 G. We also show that the external magnetic fields enable existence of “levitating”
off-equatorial clouds or tori, along with the standard equatorial toroidal structures, if these carry a
non-vanishing, appropriately distributed electric charge.
Keywords: rotating black hole; accretion disks and tori; vacuum energy an magnetic field; ultra-high
energy particles
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1. Introduction
The enormous energy outputs observed in quasars and active galactic nuclei, or in so-called
microquasars, are generated by accretion disks orbiting a central black hole (supermassive, with mass
M > 106 M in active galactic nuclei, or with mass M ∼ 10M in microquasars), being demonstrated
by radiation of the disks, and related jets created near the inner edge of the disks in the vicinity of the
black hole horizon [1]. The accretion disks can be centered around any central plane of non-rotating
Schwarzschild black holes, but around Kerr black holes they have to be centered in the equatorial plane
of the spacetime geometry due to the so-called Bardeen–Peterson effect reflecting the fact that torques
generated due to interplay of the frame dragging of the rotating spacetime and the disks’ viscosity
force inclined disks towards the equatorial plane [2]. The theory of accretion disks is very extended
and sophisticated at present; for a review, see [3]. Nevertheless, it is based on two approaches reflecting
the spacetime structure of the central black hole; they govern two basic classes of accretion disks:
(a) the geometrically thin, Keplerian, accretion disks whose structure is mainly governed by the
spacetime circular geodesics, where the angular momentum radial profile of the orbiting matter is
fixed by the geometry [4],
(b) the geometrically thick, toroidal accretion disks governed by the effective potential of orbiting
perfect fluid determined by the Euler equation, where the fluid angular momentum distribution is
only limited by the spacetime geometry and the tori profile is determined by the interplay of the
gravitational and inertial forces with the pressure gradients [5]. The equilibrium tori are governed by
closed equipotential surfaces of the effective potential reflecting the balance of the forces and pressure
gradients—accretion is related to cusped (self-crossing) equipotential surfaces; open equipotential
surfaces concentrated about the rotation axis govern the jets.
Subtleties of the accretion disks, discussion of the slim disks, radiatively inefficient disks, etc. can
be found in [3]. The so-called ringed accretion disks describing complex structures of tori, allowing for
simultaneous existence of relatively counter-rotating tori, were introduced in [6–8].
In our review, we summarize the role of two important phenomena in modeling the global
structure of both geometrically thin and thick accretion disks, and the related jets. The first phenomenon
we are discussing is related to the cosmic repulsion that is represented by the relict cosmological
constant indicated by recent cosmological tests; this influence is concentrated on the outer regions of
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the disks [9]. The second phenomenon is related to external magnetic fields—these are relevant across
all the disks, but their most extreme demonstrations occur in the vicinity of the black hole horizon
where strong gravity is combined with the electromagnetic field [10].
For the cosmic repulsion influencing black hole spacetimes, the notion of static radius [11,12]
where the gravitational attraction is just balanced by the cosmic repulsion is crucial—it represents
an outer limit on extension of the accretion disks [13,14], but it also represents a natural boundary
of gravitationally bound systems in an expanding universe with accelerated expansion caused by
the cosmic repulsion due to vacuum energy [15]. We thus demonstrate the role of the cosmological
constant in restricting the extension of the Keplerian and toroidal disks from above, and connection of
the collimation of open equipotential surfaces at a large distance from the black hole to the confinement
of jets [16].
In both thin and thick accretion disks, magnetic fields could play very important roles. On the
local level, the internal magnetic fields are crucial due to the so-called magneto-rotational instability
(MRI) generating the disks’ viscosity causing accretion itself. The external magnetic fields can have
an extremely important role from a global point of view, as they could substantially modify the disks
structure; moreover, in the external magnetic fields, even non-equatorial charged-particle circular
orbits are possible [17], along with off-equatorial charged-fluid toroidal or cloudy structures [18,19].
Most of the observed black hole candidates have an accretion disk constituted from conducting
plasma whose dynamics can generate a magnetic field external to the black hole. Another possible
way of magnetizing a black hole is represented by an external galactic magnetic field amplified by the
black hole strong gravity, or we can consider a black hole immersed in the extremely strong magnetic
field of a magnetar. Such magnetic fields satisfy the condition of test field approximation, having
negligible effect on the spacetime structure and the motion of neutral particles; however, for charged
particles with large specific charge, the electromagnetic Lorentz force is relevant, leading generally to
their chaotic motion [17,20–22].
The exact shape and structure of the magnetic fields around black holes is still under
examination, but the uniform magnetic field assumption introduced by Wald [23] can be used as
an appropriate simple approximation to more complex fields. The charged test particle motion in
such an asymptotically uniform configuration has been already studied in a large variety of papers
that give significant insight into the astrophysical processes in the vicinity of magnetized black
holes [17,20,24–34]. In the present paper, we summarize properties of the chaotic charged test particle
dynamics around a rotating Kerr black hole immersed in an external uniform magnetic field, resulting
under special initial conditions of ionized Keplerian accretion disks. We study the influence of the
dimensionless black hole spin a on the fate of the ionized Keplerian disks for given magnetic intensity
parameter characterizing the ratio of the electromagnetic and gravitational forces acting on charged
test particles. The special case of ionized Keplerian disks orbiting a Schwarzschild black hole (a = 0)
was studied in detail in [35], back-reaction effect due to radiation of the charge particles on their motion
was studied in [36,37].
The matter forming an electrically neutral (Keplerian) accretion disk orbiting a magnetized black
hole can get ionized, e.g., by an irradiation or some instability processes, and starts to feel the external
electromagnetic field (the black hole rotation induces in the vicinity of the horizon an electric field
related to the asymptotically uniform magnetic field [23]). Under the influence of the electromagnetic
field, the original purely circular motion of the electrically neutral matter has to be transformed into
one of the following regimes of the motion of created charged particles: (a) regular oscillatory motion
possibly reflecting the high-frequency X-ray quasiperiodic oscillations observed in microquasars [22],
(b) destruction of the ionized region of the disk due to the radial infall into the black hole, (c) chaotic
motion governing transformation of the Keplerian disk into thick toroidal structure, in combination
with the creation of winds, (d) relativistic jets for the case of rotating black holes [33] and charged
particles that could have even ultra-high energy [38,39].
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The fluid structures are modeled in the original hydrodynamic approach [40], and in more
complex magneto-hydrodynamic approach [41] when usually the force-free approximation of infinite
conductivity is applied both for the disk structure and formation of jets due to the so-called
Blanford–Znajek process [42]. Here, we consider an opposite approximation of zero conductivity for
the so-called “dielectric" (non-conducting) disks introduced in [43]. Such non-conducting tori could
even be levitating outside the equatorial plane creating complementary accretion structures to the
equatorial ones.
2. Role of Cosmic Repulsion
The observed accelerated expansion of the Universe [44] implies with high probability existence
of a dark energy with repulsive gravitational effects. Detailed observations of the cosmic microwave
background indicate that the dark energy has to be very close to the vacuum energy that can
be described by a relic repulsive cosmological constant with very low value estimated to be
Λ ∼ 10−56 cm−2 . The present state of the Universe is thus qualitatively similar to the inflationary
era assumed in the framework of the inflationary paradigm, but the effective cosmological constant
governing the extremely fast inflationary expansion in the beginning of the Universe has to be by many
orders larger than the relic cosmological constant. As an alternative to the vacuum energy, various
versions of the so-called quintessence are frequently discussed [45], but here we focus attention on the
case of the relic cosmological constant.
The black hole (and related naked singularity) spacetimes are fundamentally changed due to the
presence of the repulsive cosmological constant, as they are asymptotically de Sitter, not flat spacetimes,
containing a cosmological event horizon behind which the spacetime geometry is dynamic. For the
supermassive black holes with masses not exceeding much M ∼ 1010 M , or the gravitationally bound
objects relevant in astrophysics, as galaxy clusters with masses limited by the value of M ∼ 1015 M ,
the radius of the cosmological horizon rc ∼ Λ−1/2 ∼ 1028 cm. The radius rc is relevant for cosmology,
but not for astrophysical processes that are limited by the so-called static radius rs = My−1/3 expressed
by dimensionless parameter y = 13 ΛM2 reflecting the interplay of the gravitational attraction of the
mass, and the cosmic repulsion governed by the cosmological constant. Of course, the static radius rs
is by many orders smaller than the cosmological radius rc for the considered mass scales.
We first summarize properties of the geodesic equatorial circular motion in the Kerr–de Sitter
geometry describing black holes and naked singularities in the spacetimes with vacuum energy
reflected by the repulsive cosmological constant. The circular geodesics are giving the basic properties
of the Keplerian disks influenced by the cosmic repulsion, namely their inner and outer edges, and
their energy profile governs distribution of radiation emitted by such disks and efficiency of the
Keplerian accretion.
The circular geodesics of the Kerr–de Sitter geometry can be separated as in the Kerr geometry into
two families that in the black hole spacetimes correspond to the orbits corotating or counterrotating
relative to the fundamental family of locally non-rotating frames (and to static observers at infinity
in asymptotically flat spacetimes) [46]. However, in the Kerr (and Kerr–de Sitter) naked singularity
spacetimes, the circular geodesics have to be separated in different way, to the “plus” and “minus”
family orbits—the minus family orbits are always counterrotating, but the plus family orbits are
corotating at large distance from the singularity, but they become counterrotating at sufficiently small
distances if the dimensionless spin parameter of the spacetime is sufficiently close to unity [13,47].
Moreover, for near-extreme Kerr(-de Sitter) naked singularities circular geodesics close to the innermost
stable orbit have negative energy, enabling thus efficiency η of the Keplerian accretion overcoming
the annihilation efficiency η = 1—in the case of near-extreme Kerr naked singularity spacetimes, the
efficiency approaches η = 1.573 (for near-extreme Kerr black holes η → 0.427) [48]; in the Kerr–de
Sitter spacetimes, the extremal efficiency is slightly lower in dependence on the parameter y [13], in the
electrically (or tidally) charged Kerr–Newman spacetimes the efficiency of the Keplerian accretion can
be higher than in the Kerr spacetimes [49,50].
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In the Kerr–de Sitter spacetimes, properties of the circular geodesics related to their stability
against radial perturbations depend on the value the cosmological parameter y. For sufficiently low
values of y, the stable orbits exist for both families of orbits. In the intermediate region of values of y,
the stable circular geodesics exist only for the plus family orbits, while in the region of large values
of y, the stable circular geodesics do not exist. Here, we focus attention on the Kerr–de Sitter black
holes corresponding to realistic astrophysical situations where the values of the parameter y are very
low, so the stable circular geodesics exist at all such spacetimes. Existence of toroidal fluid equilibrium
of accretion configurations requires existence of the stable circular geodesics corresponding to the
center with maximal pressure of the fluid, so in the considered spacetimes, the tori can exist both in
the corotation and counterrotation state.
2.1. Kerr–de Sitter Black Holes and the Keplerian Disks
We give the spacetime geometry and determine its separation in the space of the parameters
according to the properties of the circular geodesics. Then, we discuss properties of the circular orbits
related to the Keplerian disks concentrating attetion to the black hole cases; for detailed discussion,
including the naked singularity cases, see [13].
2.1.1. Kerr–de Sitter Spacetimes
In the standard Boyer–Lindquist coordinates x α = (t, r, θ, φ), the line element of the Kerr–de Sitter
geometry describing rotating black holes and naked singularities in the universe with cosmological
constant Λ is given as
ds2 = −

∆r
ρ2 2
∆ sin2 θ
ρ2
(dt − a sin2 θdφ)2 + θ 2 2 [ adt − (r2 + a2 )dφ]2 + dr2 +
dθ ,
2
2
∆r
∆θ
I ρ
I ρ

(1)

where
∆r
∆θ
I
ρ2

1
= r2 − 2Mr + a2 − Λr2 (r2 + a2 ),
3
1 2
2
= 1 + Λa cos θ,
3
1
= 1 + Λa2 ,
3
2
= r + a2 cos2 θ,

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

and M, a are the mass and rotation (spin) spacetime parameters. In the following, we use for simplicity
along with the dimensionless cosmological parameter
y=

1
ΛM2
3

(6)

also dimensionless coordinates t/M → t, r/M → r, line element ds/M → ds, and dimensionless spin
a/M → a. We assume a ≥ 0 in the following.
The event horizons of the spacetime are given by the condition ∆r = 0. Their loci are determined
by the relation
r2 − 2r − yr4
a2 = a2h (r; y) ≡
.
(7)
yr2 − 1
Detailed discussion of the function a2h (r; y) is presented in [13]. Here, we summarize the limiting
values of the spacetime parameters; the critical value of the cosmological parameter of the Kerr–de
Sitter spacetimes reads
16
.
√
yrmc(KdS) =
= 0.05924;
(8)
3
(3 + 2 3)
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for y > yc(KdS) , only naked-singularity backgrounds exist for a2 > 0. If y = yc(KdS) , the function
a2h (r; y) has an inflexion point at the critical value of the rotation parameter of the Kerr–de Sitter
spacetimes:
√ .
3
a2crit =
(9)
(3 + 2 3) = 1.21202.
16
Kerr–de Sitter black holes can exist only if a2 < a2crit , but Kerr–de Sitter naked singularities can exist
for both a2 < a2crit and a2 > a2crit [13].
The critical value of the cosmological parameter of the Schwarzschild–de Sitter spacetimes reads
1 .
= 0.03704,
27

yc(SdS) =

(10)

being the limiting value for the existence of the Schwarzschild–de Sitter black holes [12]. In the
Reissner–Nordström–de Sitter spacetimes, the critical value of the cosmological parameter limiting the
existence of the black-hole spacetimes reads [51]
2 .
= 0.07407.
27

yc(RNdS) =

The Kerr–de Sitter black-hole and naked-singularity spacetimes are separated in the parameter
space y–a2 as demonstrated in Figure 1. In black-hole spacetimes, there are two black-hole horizons
and the cosmological horizon, with rh− < rh+ < rc . In Figure 2, we present part of the Penrose
diagram of the Kerr–de Sitter black hole spacetime [52]; the region relevant for astrophysical processes
discussed here is the stationary region between rh+ and rc . For objects relevant to astrophysical
processes, with mass not exceeding those of the mas of largest galaxy clusters (M ∼ 1015 M ), the
cosmological horizon is governed by the cosmological constant, having extension comparable to the
recently observable part of the Universe. In the naked-singularity spacetimes, there is the cosmological
horizon rc only. The case of naked singularities is controversial, due to the presence of both the
physical singularity and the causality violation region [52]. However, both these unphysical features
of the naked singularity spacetimes can be removed for the so-called superspinars introduced by
Hořava [53], where the causal violation region including the physical singularity is substituted by
physical acceptable solution that could be inspired by String theory. The physically interesting features
of the Kerr naked singularity spacetimes can be then also physically relevant [48,54–56].

NS(0)

-1

log y

-2

BH(0)
E+

-3
BH(+)

0

-4
-5

NS(+)

<

BH(±)

0.5

NS(±)

1

1.5
a2

2

2.5

Figure 1. Classification of the Kerr–de Sitter spacetimes governed by the existence of stable circular
orbits of test particles in the equatorial plane. Dashed curve separates regions of black holes (BH) and
naked singularities (NS), full curves separate spacetimes admitting either both families (±) of stable
circular orbits or the plus-family (+) only or even no (0) stable circular orbits. Shaded is the region of
stable counterrotating plus-family orbits.
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r = +∞ @

@

Figure 2. The Penrose–Carter diagram of the maximal Kerr–de Sitter spacetime along the symmetry
axis θ = 0. The dashed vertical lines mark where the curvature ring singularities at r = 0 and θ = π/2
occur. For r > 0, there are three horizons: the cosmological horizon rc , the outer black-hole horizon
r+ and the inner black-hole horizon r− . For r < 0, there is another cosmological horizon rc− and
another infinity. The infinities at r = ±∞ are not joined together. The conformal diagram continues ad
infinitum in all direction [52,57].

The extreme cases, when two (or all three) horizons coalesce, were discussed for the case of the
RNdS spacetimes in [58,59]. In the KdS spacetimes, the situation is analogical. If rh− = rh+ < rc ,
the extreme black-hole case occurs; if rh− < rh+ = rc , the marginal naked-singularity case occurs; if
rh− = rh+ = rc , the “ultra-extreme” case corresponds to the naked-singularity case [13].
2.1.2. Equatorial Motion in Kerr–de Sitter Spacetimes
The basic properties of thin accretion Keplerian disks orbiting rotating black holes or naked
singularities are governed by the equatorial circular geodetic motion, as the dragging of the inertial
frames drives any tilted disk to the equatorial plane of the rotating spacetimes [2], and the heat energy
released locally by the viscosity effects is radiated at the same location and is not accumulated in
the disk [4]. An element of the disk is supposed to follow nearly circular geodesics while losing
successively energy and angular momentum due to the viscosity effects—the Keplerian disks are thus
governed by the radial profiles of the energy and angular momentum of circular geodesics.
In a separated and integrated form, the equations of geodesic motion in the Kerr–de Sitter
spacetimes, describing motion of test particles, were obtained by Carter [52]. For the equatorial motion
(dθ/dλ = 0, θ = π/2), the Carter equations take the form
dr
dλ
dφ
r2
dλ
dt
r2
dλ
r2

= ± R1/2 (r ),
aIPr
,
∆r
(r2 + a2 ) IPr
− aIPθ +
,
∆r

(11)

= − IPθ +

(12)

=

(13)
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where
R (r )

=

Pr

=

Pθ

=

K

=



Pr2 − ∆r m2 r2 + K ,


I E r2 + a2 − IaΦ,
I ( a E − Φ ),
2

(14)
(15)
(16)

2

I ( aE − Φ) .

(17)

The particle proper time τ is related to the affine parameter λ by τ = mλ. For photons m = 0, only
the affine parameter can be used. The constants of the motion implied by the spacetime symmetries
are energy (E ), related to the stationarity of the geometry, axial angular momentum (Φ), related to the
axial symmetry of the geometry, “total” angular momentum (K), related to the hidden symmetry of
the geometry [52]. For the equatorial motion, K is restricted through Equation (17) following from
the conditions on the latitudinal motion [11]. As the Kerr–de Sitter spacetime is not asymptotically
flat, the constants E and Φ cannot be interpreted as energy and axial angular momentum at infinity;
they are close to the energy and angular momentum related to static observers at the static radius [12].
For stability of the equatorial motion against perturbation off the equatorial plane, see [11,60]—the
analysis of this stability shows that all the circular geodesics stable against the radial perturbations,
whose existence is crucial for both Keplerian disks and pressure-dominated tori, are also stable against
the vertical perturbations.
Effective Potential
The equatorial motion can be conveniently governed by an “effective potential” determined by
the condition R(r ) = 0 for turning points of the radial motion. We define specific energy and specific
angular momentum by the relations
E≡

IE
,
m

L≡

IΦ
m

(18)

and solving the equation
h 

i2
h
i
R(r ) ≡ E r2 + a2 − aL − ∆r r2 + ( aE − L)2 = 0,

(19)

we arrive to the effective potential in the form






 2 2

r L + r 1 + ya2 r r2 + a2 + 2a2
a yr r2 + a2 + 2 L ± ∆1/2
r
V(±) (r; L, a, y) ≡
[(1 + ya2 ) r (r2 + a2 ) + 2a2 ]

1/2

.

(20)

In the stationary regions (defined by ∆r ≥ 0), the radial motion is allowed where
E ≥ V(+) (r; L, a, y)

(21)

E ≤ V(−) (r; L, a, y).

(22)

or
The turning points of the radial motion are given by E = V(+) (r, L, a, y) [or E = V(−) (r; L, a, y)],
while at the dynamic regions (defined by ∆r < 0), the turning points are forbidden. In the region
of astrophysical relevance, between the outer black-hole horizon and the cosmological horizon, the
motion of future directed (dt/dλ > 0) particles that are in the the positive-root states with positive
energy as measured by local observers and have thus “classical" physical meaning, is determined
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by the effective potential V(+) (r; L, a, y) [61].1 We restrict our attention on the positive-root states
determined by the effective potential V(+) (r; L, a, y). In typical cases, there are two maxima (one
minimum) of the effective potential, related to unstable (stable) circular geodesic—for details, see [13].
2.1.3. Equatorial Circular Orbits and Keplerian Disks
The equatorial circular orbits are determined by the local extrema of the effective potential, i.e., by
0
the condition V(+) (r; L, a, y) = 0 where the prime denotes derivation in the radial direction; they can
0

be also determined by simultaneous solution of the equations R = 0 and R = 0. In these ways, we
can obtain the radial profiles of the constants of motion for the particles circulating along the circular
geodesics [13]—the specific energy is given by the relation
1/2


1 − 2r − r2 + a2 y ± a r13 − y
E± (r; a, y) = 

1/2 1/2 ,
3
1
2
1 − r − a y ± 2a r3 − y

(23)

while the specific angular momentum is determined by
1/2


2a + ar r2 + a2 y ∓ r r2 + a2 r13 − y
L± (r; a, y) = −
.


1/2 1/2
3
1
2
r 1 − r − a y ± 2a r3 − y

(24)

The angular velocity of the Keplerian orbits can be given in simple form
ΩK ± =

1
a ± r3/2 /(1 − yr3 )1/2

.

(25)

The radial profiles E± (r, a, y), L± (r, a, y), ΩK± (r, a, y) govern the corotating (+) and
counterrotating (-) Keplerian thermal equilibrium, accretion disks where the heat energy generated by
viscosity friction at a given radius r is also radiated at this radius. The radiation of the Keplerian disk
is determined by the Stefan–Boltzman law, and the radial profile of the radiation flow F (r ) can be
expressed in the form [63]
F (r ) =

ΩK,r
−ṁ0
√
4π − g ( E − ΩK L)2

Z r
rms

( E − ΩK L) L,r dr,

(26)

where ṁ0 is the accretion rest energy (mass) flow through the disk, g is determinant of the spacetime
geometry, and (, r ) means derivative in radial direction.
In the limit of y → 0, relations (23) and (24) reduce to the expression for circular geodesics in the
Kerr spacetimes [64]. In the limit of a → 0, we obtain the formulas determining the specific energy
and the specific angular momentum of the circular geodesics in the Schwarzschild–de Sitter black hole
spacetimes [12]

1

E(r; y)

=

L(r; y)

=

r − 2 − yr3

,
[r (r − 3)]1/2
1/2
r 1 − yr3
;
(r − 3)1/2

(27)
(28)

The character of the geodesic motion in the complete Kerr–de Sitter spacetime and the relevance of the effective
potential V(−) (r; L, a, y), governing particles in the negative-root states at the stationary region between the black-hole and
cosmological horizons, is qualitatively the same as discussed in [62].
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we do not give L for the minus-family orbits as these are equivalent to the plus-family orbits in
spherically symmetric spacetimes.
Relations (23) and (24) determine two families of the circular orbits called plus-family orbits and
minus-family orbits in accordance with the ± sign in relations (23) and (24). The typical behavior of the
functions E± (r; a, y) and L± (r; a, y) giving the radial profiles of the specific energy and specific angular
momentum governing the Keplerian disks is illustrated in Figure 3 for Kerr–de Sitter black-hole
spacetime with parameters allowing existence of stable circular geodesics of both plus and minus
families. For the case of the Kerr–de Sitter naked-singularity spacetimes, see [13]. The minus family
orbits and plus family orbits are of similar character for cosmological parameter y < 10−5 and any
value of spin a corresponding to black hole spacetimes. However, as shown in [13], the minus family
orbits become different for large enough values of y, being in some range qualitatively dependent on
the spin a. We give an overview of the properties of the two families of circular orbits, focusing on the
case of y < 10−5 relevant in astrophysics.
1.2

y = 10−5
a=1

0.98

1.0

E−(r, a)

E+(r, a)

0.99

y = 10−5
a=0

1.1

0.9
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0.96

0.8
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0.6
0
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0
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-2
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6

a=0

-3
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r

(b)

(a)
7

4
3

a=0
-4
-5

a=1

2

a=1
-6

1
0

20

0
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y = 10−5
0

10
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r

30
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(c)

Figure 3. Specific energy and specific angular momentum of the equatorial circular orbits of
Kerr–de Sitter black-hole spacetimes. The spacetimes are specified by the cosmological parameter
y = 10−5 and the rotational parameter a varying from 0 to 1 in steps of 0.2. The left column corresponds
to the plus-family orbits, the right column corresponds to the minus-family orbits. The local extrema of
the curves correspond to the marginally stable orbits.

Two reality conditions on the circular geodesics follow from expressions (23) and (24) that give
limits on radii where the existence of circular orbits is allowed. The first restriction on the existence of
circular geodesics is given by the relation
y ≤ ys ≡

1
,
r3

(29)

which uses the notion of the “static radius”, introduced for the Schwarzschild–de Sitter spacetimes [11]
and given here by the same formula rs = y−1/3 that is independent of the rotational parameter a.
Detailed discussion of the static radius can be found for the Schwarzschild–de Sitter spacetimes in [12],

Universe 2020, 6, 26

11 of 75

and its relevance has been demonstrated also for the galaxy motion [65] and for galactic halos [15,66].
A “free” or “geodetic” observer on the static radius has only the U t component of the four-velocity
nonzero. The position on the static radius is unstable relative to radial perturbations, as follows from
the discussion on stability of the circular geodesics performed below, as it corresponds to a maximum
of the effective potential. In the Kerr–de Sitter spacetimes, the plus family and minus family orbits
coalesce at the static radius. In the Schwarzschild–de Sitter spacetimes, the angular momentum of
particles corresponding to geodesics at static radius Ls = 0 and the specific energy
Es = (1 − 3y1/3 )1/2 .

(30)

The second restriction on the existence of circular geodesics follows from divergences of the
relation governing the specific energy and specific angular momentum and is given by the condition
3
1 − − a2 y ± 2a
r



1
−y
r3

1/2

≥ 0;

(31)

the equality in this condition determines the radii of photon circular orbits, where E → ∞ and
L → ±∞.
The photon circular orbits of the plus-family are given by the relation
(+)

a = aph(1,2) (r; y) ≡

1 − yr3

1/2

± 1 − 3yr2
yr3/2

1/2
,

(32)

while for the minus-family orbits they are given by the relation
a=

(−)
aph(1,2) (r; y)

≡

− 1 − yr3

1/2

± 1 − 3yr2

1/2

yr3/2

.

(33)

Detailed discussion of the photon circular geodesics in both the Kerr–de Sitter black hole and naked
singularity spacetimes can be found in [13]. Here, we summarize the situation for the black hole
spacetimes, giving the ranges of existence of circular geodesics.
In the Kerr–de Sitter black-hole spacetimes relevant in astrophysics (y < 10−5 ), there are three
photon circular geodesics with loci satisfying the relations
rph(1) < rh(−) < rh(+) < rph(2) < rph(3) < rs .

(34)

The orbits rph(1) and rph(2) belong to the plus-family orbits, rph(3) belongs to the minus-family orbits.
In such spacetimes, the plus-family circular orbits are located at radii satisfying the relations
0 < r < rph(1)

and

rph(2) < r < rs ,

(35)

the minus-family orbits are located at radii satisfying
rph(3) < r < rs .

(36)

Detailed study of the photon motion in the equatorial plane of the Kerr–Newman–de Sitter spacetimes
is given in [67]; for general photon motion in the Kerr–de Sitter spacetimes, it is presented in [68,69].
Orientation of the Circular Orbits
The character of the circular geodesics in the Kerr black hole spacetimes (y = 0) suggests
that the plus-family orbits correspond to the corotating orbits, and the minus-family circular orbits
correspond to the counterrotating ones. Unfortunately, this statement is not correct even in the Kerr
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naked-singularity spacetimes with spin close enough to those of the extreme Kerr black holes (a = 1),
where the counterrotating plus-family orbits could exist near the ring singularity [47].
In Kerr–de Sitter spacetimes, the situation is even more complicated and we cannot identify at all
positions the plus-family circular orbits with the corotating orbits even in the black-hole spacetimes.
Moreover, since the Kerr–de Sitter spacetimes are not asymptotically flat, it is not possible to define
the corotating (counterrotating) orbits relative to stationary observers at infinity, as done in the Kerr
spacetimes. However, the orientation of the circular geodesics of the Kerr–de Sitter spacetimes can
be appropriately defined in relation to the family of locally nonrotating frames, in analogy to the
asymptotically flat Kerr spacetimes. The tetrad of one-forms describing the locally nonrotating frames
in the Kerr–de Sitter backgrounds reads [67]

ω

ω

(φ)

≡

A sin2 θ
I 2 $2



(t)

≡

∆r ∆ θ $2
I2 A

1/2
dt,

(37)

(dφ − Ω LNRF dt),

(38)

!1/2

ω
ω

(r )

(θ )



≡


≡

$2
∆r

1/2

$2
∆θ

1/2

dr,

(39)

dθ,

(40)

where
A ≡ (r 2 + a2 )2 − a2 ∆r ,

(41)

∆θ ≡ 1 + ya2 cos2 θ.

(42)

The angular velocity of the locally nonrotating frames reads
ΩLNRF ≡

i
dφ
a h
=
− ∆r + (r 2 + a2 ) ∆ θ .
dt
A

(43)

The components of the particle four-momentum as measured in the locally nonrotating frames
are given by the projection of the particle four-momentum onto the tetrad:
(α)

p(α) = pµ ωµ ,
where
pµ = m

dx µ
dx µ
=
dτ
dλ

(44)

(45)

are the coordinate components of the particle four-momentum, m is its rest energy.
In the equatorial plane, θ = π/2, the azimuthal component of the four-momentum measured in
the locally nonrotating frames is expressed by intuitively anticipated relation
p(φ) =

mr
L.
A1/2

(46)

The circular geodesics with p(φ) > 0 ( L > 0) will be called corotating, and the circular geodesics
with p(φ) < 0 ( L < 0) will be called counterrotating, in agreement with the approach applied for the
asymptotically flat Kerr spacetimes.
The minus-family geodesics have L− < 0 in all the Kerr–de Sitter spacetime being thus
counterrotating from the point of view of locally nonrotating frames. In the Kerr–de Sitter black-hole
spacetimes, the plus-family geodesics are corotating (having L+ > 0) in almost all radii except some
region in the vicinity of the static radius, where they become counterrotating having slightly negative
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specific angular momentum L there. In naked-singularity spacetimes, the plus-family orbits behave in
a more complex way, but they always become counterrotating in the vicinity of the static radius and
for sufficiently low values of the spin the plus family geodesics become counterrotating at the inner
region; in the near-extreme Kerr–de Sitter naked singularity spacetime, the counterrotating geodesics
of the plus family can have even negative specific energy as shown in [13].
At the static radius, where the plus-family orbits and the minus-family orbits coalesce, the specific
angular momentum reads
L(rs ; y, a) = Ls ≡ − a

3y1/3 + a2 y
1 − 3y1/3 − a2 y

1/2 ,

(47)

while the specific energy is given as
E(rs ; y, a) = Es ≡ (1 − 3y1/3 − a2 y)1/2 .

(48)

Separation of the corotating and counterrotating geodesics, defined by their relation to the locally
nonrotating frames, is determined by the orbits with L = 0 implying the relation
y = y( L=0) (r; a) ≡


1/2
−r [r (r2 + a2 ) + 4a2 ] + r1/2 (r2 + a2 )1/2 (r2 + a2 )(r3 + 4a2 ) + 8a2 r2
.
2a2 r2 (r2 + a2 )

(49)

At these orbits, the locally nonrotating observers follow circular geodesics at the equatorial plane.
The zero points of the function y( L=0) imply the condition
a = az( L=0) (r ) ≡ r1/2 [1 + (1 − r )1/2 ]

(50)

determining circular geodesics with L = 0 in the Kerr √
backgrounds—such orbits exist in the
Kerr naked-singularity spacetimes with 1 < a/M ≤ 34 3; in the Kerr black-hole spacetimes,
such geodesics are hidden under the event horizon. The function y( L=0) has a local extremum if
.
a2 < a2cL = 2.4406—therefore, up to three orbits with L = 0 can exist in the corresponding Kerr–de
Sitter spacetimes [13]. In the naked-singularity spacetimes, all three of the orbits are relevant and the
middle orbit is stable; they enable complex behavior and existence of negative energy states—for details,
see [13]. In black-hole spacetimes, two of these geodesics are located under the black-hole horizons
and only the unstable one located near the static radius is relevant in astrophysical situations—the
plus-family geodesics located between the L = 0 orbit and the static radius are counterrotating and
unstable [13].
Stability of the Circular Geodesics
The issue of the stability of the circular geodesics against radial perturbations is crucial for the
existence of the Keplerian disks as these are constituted by the stable circular orbits, and they are
important even for the tori governed by pressure, as their center with maximal pressure has to coincide
with a stable circular geodesic [5].
The stable circular geodesics determined by the condition
d2 R
≤ 0,
dr2

(51)
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satisfied simultaneously with the conditions R(r ) = 0 and dR/dr = 0 determining the specific energy
and the specific angular momentum of the circular geodesics. Using relations (23) and (24), we arrive
to the condition
 
h
i
3 1/2
h

i
r 6 − r + r3 (4r − 15)y ∓ 8a r 1 − yr3
+ a2 3 + r2 y 1 − 4yr3 ≥ 0.

(52)

The marginally stable geodesics of both plus and minus families can be described by the common relation
a2 = a2ms(1,2) (r; y)

≡


i−2 nh
i
3 + r2 y 1 − 4yr3
r r − 6 − r3 (4r − 15)y
h

i

3

3/2 
1/2
× 3 + r2 y 1 − 4yr3 + 32 1 − yr3 ± 8 1 − yr3
1 − 4yr3
n h

i
o1/2 
3
× r 3 − ry 6 + 10r − 15yr
−2
.
(53)
h

The (±) signs in Equation (53) are not directly related to the plus-family and minus-family orbits.
The function a2ms(1) , corresponding to the + sign in Equation (53), governs marginally stable geodesics
of the plus-family orbits; the function a2ms(2) , corresponding to the − sign in Equation (53), is relevant

for both the plus-family and minus-family orbits. The reality conditions for the functions a2ms(1,2) (r; y)
are directly given by Equation (53). The condition y ≤ ys (r ) ≡ 1/r3 related to the static radius is
clearly guaranteed by the first relevant condition
y ≤ yms (r ) ≡

1
.
4r3

(54)

y ≥ yms+ (r ),

(55)

The other two conditions are presented in the form
y ≤ yms− (r )

or

where the functions yms(±) (r ) are given by the relation
3 + 5r ± 60r − 20r2 + 9
yms± (r ) =
15r3

1/2
.

(56)

The function yms(+) (r ) is irrelevant in the stability searches; the relevant function yms(−) (r ) intersects
the function ys (r ) at r = 3, with the corresponding value of y = yc(SdS) = 1/27 being limiting for
√
the Schwarzschild–de Sitter spacetimes [12], and the function yms (r ) at r = (3 + 2 3)/4, where the
cosmological parameter reads
16
√ .
y = yi =
(57)
(3 + 2 3)3
The critical value of the cosmological parameter for the existence of the stable plus-family orbits, given
by the local maximum of yms(−) (r ), reads
ycrit(ms+) =

100
.
√
= 0.06886.
3
(5 + 2 10)

(58)

The related critical value of the rotational parameter reads
a2crit(ms+)

√
955 + 424 10 .
=
= 1.41716.
1620

(59)

The plus-family stable circular orbits are allowed for y < yms (r ), if y < yi , and for y < yms(−) (r ), if
yi < y < ycrit(ms+) .
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In order to map fully stability of the circular geodesics, we have to determine the local extrema of
the functions a2ms(1,2) (r; y), in dependence on the parameter y. It can be shown that the local extrema
of both a2ms(1,2) (r; y) are simultaneously determined by the relation
y = yext(ms) (r ) ≡

1
.
10r3

(60)

The critical value of the cosmological parameter for the existence of the minus-family stable
circular orbits is determined by the condition a2ms(2) (re(ms) ; y) = 0 and reads
ycrit(ms−) =

12
,
154

(61)

coinciding thus with the limit on the existence of the stable circular orbits in Schwarzschild–de Sitter
spacetimes [12].
In dependence on the cosmological parameter y, properties of the functions a2ms(1,2) (r; y)
governing the stability of circular geodesics can be summarized as follows:
1.

y > ycrit(ms+) . No stable circular orbits exist for any value of the spin parameter a.

2.

ycrit(ms+) > y > ycrit(ms−) . The function a2ms(1) (r; y) (a2ms(2) (r; y)) has a local maximum a2ms(max)

(a local minimum a2ms(min) ) at the same radius r = re(ms) . For a2ms(min) < a2 < a2ms(max) , a2 =
a2ms(1,2) (r; y) determines two marginally stable plus-family circular geodesics (an inner, and an
outer one). For 0 < a2 < a2ms(min) and a2 > a2ms(max) , no stable circular geodesics exist.
3.

y < ycrit(ms−) . Two zero points of the function a2ms(2) (r; y) correspond to its local minima, its local

maximum a2ms(max2) occurs at r = re(ms) , where the maximum of the function a2ms(1) (r; y) is also

located. For a2 > a2ms(max) no stable circular geodesics exist. For a2ms(max2) < a2 < a2ms(max) , two
marginally stable plus-family circular geodesics exist. For a2 < a2ms(max2) , four marginally stable
geodesics exist—the innermost and the outermost geodesics belong to the plus-family, the two
orbits located in between belong to the minus-family; clearly, this last case corresponds to the
black holes relevant in realistic astrophysical situations in the recent state of the Universe.
In Figure 4, the parameter space y-a2 of the Kerr–de Sitter spacetimes is separated in accordance
with the existence of stable circular geodesics, as determined by the functions a2ms(1,2) (r; y) and
ye(ms) (r ).
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Figure 4. Effective potential of the equatorial radial motion of test particles in the Kerr–de Sitter
black-hole spacetime (y = 10−4 , a2 = 0.36) allowing stable circular orbits for corotating particles.
Marginally bound (mb) orbits are given by the solid curve having two local maxima of the same value,
corresponding to the inner [mb(i)] and the outer [mb(o)] marginally bound orbits. The dashed effective
potential defines the inner marginally stable orbit [ms(i)] by coalescing the local minimum and the
(inner) local maximum. Analogously, the dash-dotted potential defines the outer marginally stable
orbit [ms(o)].

For fluid accretion tori, the notion of marginally bound circular geodesics is crucial, as it governs
the innermost edge of accretion structures. In the Kerr spacetimes, these orbits are simply defined
as unstable circular geodesics with specific energy E = 1. The behavior of the effective potential (79)
requires modification of the notion of the marginally bound orbits as unstable circular geodesics where
a small radial perturbation causes infall of a particle from the orbit to the center or its escape to the
cosmological horizon. Now, the two marginally bound orbits exist, as for some special value of the
axial parameter L, denoted as Lmb , the effective potential has two local maxima related by the condition
E(+) (rmb(i) ; Lmb , a, y) = E(+) (rmb(o) ; Lmb , a, y),

(62)

and corresponding to both the inner and outer marginally bound orbits as shown in Figure 4.
The marginally bound orbits can be determined only by numerical methods; they can exist only
in the KdS spacetimes admitting stable circular orbits—in the spacetimes with y ≥ 12/154 , the
minus-family marginally bound geodesics thus do not exist. The positions of the photon, marginally
stable and marginally bound circular orbits are given with dependence on the spin parameter a for a
representative value of the cosmological parameter y in Figure 5; the behavior is qualitatively the same
for all the black holes relevant in astrophysics.
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Figure 5. Mutual positions of astrophysically important circular orbits of the Kerr–de Sitter spacetime.
The figure is constructed for the representative value of y = 2 × 10−5 . The radii of special equatorial
circular orbits are plotted as functions of the rotational parameter a. The shaded region determines the
black-hole (BH) part of the spacetime and the rest corresponds to the naked-singularity (NS) part. Solid
curves are used for the plus-family orbits (in most cases, they correspond to the corotating orbits from
the point of view of the locally nonrotating observers, but there are exceptions described in the text),
while the dashed curves are used for the minus-family orbits (in all spacetimes under consideration:
counterrotating orbits). Black curves determine the inner and outer black-hole horizons. Blue curves
determine the photon circular orbits. Green curves determine the marginally bound circular orbits
(there is a disconnection between BH and NS regions for the plus-family orbits). Orange curves
determine the marginally stable orbits.

The two marginally bound geodesics of given family determine the maximal extension of the
fluid (pressure dominated) accretion structures in the Kerr–de Sitter black hole spacetimes; in a
given Kerr–de Sitter black hole spacetime, the most extended corotating tori are wider than the
counterrotating ones. For comparison, in Figure 4, we include the shape of the effective potentials
defining both the inner and outer marginally stable geodesics of the plus family related to the special
values of the specific angular momentum Lms(i) and Lms(o) . These two limiting effective potentials
determine maximal possible extension of the Keplerian disks, as their inflexion points give the position
of the inner and outer edges located at rms(i) and rms(o) . (Moreover, in given Kerr–de Sitter black
hole spacetime, the corotating Keplerian disks can be more extended than the counterrotating ones).
We thus clearly demonstrate that the Keplerian disks are more limited in both edges, in their extension
in the Kerr–de Sitter black hole spacetimes, in comparison to the maximally extended thick fluid
tori. Notice that the specific energy at the inner edge of the Keplerian disk is always smaller than the
specific energy at the inner edge of any fluid torus, but the specific energy of the maximally extended
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Keplerian disk with rout = rms(o) is slightly larger than the specific energy of the maximally extended
fluid tori.
The efficiency of the Keplerian accretion process in the Kerr–de Sitter spacetimes is determined
by the energy in the inner and outer edges of the Keplerian disk. While the inner edge is in the
standard way defined as rin = rms(i) , the outer edge can be defined in the range rms(i) < rin < rms(o) .
The maximal efficiency of conversion of the rest mass into heat energy during accretion will be obtained
in the limiting case of rout = rms(o) , when it reads
η ≡ Ems(o) − Ems(i) ,

(63)

being thus limited from above by the specific energy of the outermost stable circular plus-family orbit,
Ems(o) < 1.
Note that the Kerr–de Sitter spacetimes can be for both black hole and naked singularity cases
divided into three classes according to existence of stable circular geodesics, see Figure 1. For both
plus and minus families, the stable orbits exist in the black hole class I, and naked singularity class V,
only plus family stable orbits exist for black holes of class II and naked singularities of class VI, and
no stable orbits exist for black holes of class III and naked singularities of class IV. The black holes of
astrophysical relevance, related to the recently observed relic cosmological constant with y < 10−24 ,
belong to the class I; efficiency of the Keplerian accretion onto such black holes is in fact identical with
those of the Kerr spacetime of the same spin a, although in principle it could be slightly decreased due
the fact that for Kerr–de Sitter black holes there is Ems(o) < 1. However, for larger values of y (much
larger masses, or much larger values of the cosmological constant), the quantitative differences could
be significant even for the class I black holes although the qualitative character remains kept. Much
stronger differences can be related to the classes corresponding to the naked sigularity spacetimes.
Detailed discussion of the efficiency of the Keplerian disks in the whole family of the Kerr–de Sitter
spacetimes can be found in [13].
2.2. Toroidal Fluid Configurations and Collimation of Jets
The Keplerian accretion disks are usually related to accretion processes with low accretion rates,
but, for high accretion rates, the pressure gradient will be relevant for the accretion configurations [3].
The simplest way of treating the fluid configurations is to assume the barotropic fluids where the
pressure p is a simple function of energy density e), enabling an elegant formulation of the theory of
equilibrium configuration of this type.
Analytic theory of equilibrium configurations of rotating perfect fluid configurations was
developed by Boyer [70]. The main result of the theory, the “Boyer’s condition”, states that the
boundary of any stationary, barotropic, perfect fluid body has to be an equipotential surface. Here, we
summarize application of the Boyer theory to the relativistic test perfect fluids orbiting in a stationary
and axisymmetric way in the Kerr–de Sitter black hole spacetimes, as was introduced by Abramowicz
and co-workers in the case of Schwarzschild and Kerr black holes [5,40], and used in the case of the
Kerr–de Sitter spacetimes [14,71].
2.2.1. Pressure Equations and Effective Potential Governing Orbiting Perfect Fluid
Using the Euler equations governing stationary orbiting perfect fluid structures, we are able to
determine both toroidal equilibrium and accretion structures when the equipotential surfaces are
closed or cusped, and the limiting surfaces for non-equilibrium jets when the equipotential surfaces
are open.
The stress-energy tensor of perfect fluid reads
T

µ
ν

µ

= (e + p)U µ Uν + p δν ,

(64)
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where e and p are total energy density and pressure of the fluid, respectively. The test perfect fluid
that is not influencing the spacetime structure is assumed to have the same symmetries as the Kerr–de
Sitter spacetime, being stationary and axially symmetric and centered at the spacetime equatorial
plane, similarly to the case of the Keplerian disks. Any orbiting element of the fluid has 4-velocity
U µ = (U t , 0, 0, U φ ); the orbital motion of the fluid is characterized by the vector fields of the angular
velocity and the specific angular momentum of the fluid elements that are defined in terms of the
4-velocity field in the following way:
Ω=

Uφ
,
Ut

`=−

Uφ
.
Ut

(65)

These definitions imply the relation between the angular velocity Ω and the specific angular
momentum ` governed by the spacetime geometry in the form
Ω=−

` gtt + gtφ
.
` gtφ + gφφ

(66)

The relativistic Euler equation governing the fluid motion follows from the projection of the
conservation law ∇µ T µν = 0 onto the hypersurface orthogonal to the 4-velocity U µ and in the axially
symmetric configurations takes the form
∂i p
Ω∂i `
= −∂i (ln Ut ) +
,
ρ+p
1 − Ω`

(67)

where i = r, θ. The specific energy of the fluid is determined by
2

(Ut ) =

2 −g g
gtφ
tt φφ

gtt `2 + 2gtφ ` + gφφ

.

(68)

Furthermore, we can find the relation
U t Ut = −

1
.
1 − Ω`

(69)

For a barotropic fluid determined by an equation of state given in the form p = p(e), the surfaces
of constant pressure are determined according to the Boyer approach by the equipotential surfaces of
the potential W (r, θ ) defined as [40]
Z p
dp
0

e+p

= ln(Ut )in − ln(Ut ) +

Z `
`in

Ωd`
≡ Win − W,
1 − Ω`

(70)

where the subscript “in” is referred to the inner edge of the torus. The points where ∂i W = 0 correspond
to the geodesic (free-particle) motion due to the vanishing of the pressure-gradient forces there.
The potential W = W (r, θ ) given by Equation (70) can be determined if we specify the metric
tensor of the spacetime and the “rotational law” of the fluid, i.e., the function Ω = Ω(`).
The simplest way to determine the rotation law is to assume the uniform distribution of the
specific angular momentum in the torus

`(r, θ ) = const;

(71)

such a specification of the rotational law is important not only for its simplicity, but it also represents
well all the fundamental properties of more complex physically relevant toroidal configurations. It is
known that the tori with `(r, θ ) = const are marginally stable [72] and capable of producing maximal
luminosity of all possible toroidal configurations [73]. The topological properties of the equipotential
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surfaces are shown to be rather independent of the distribution of the specific angular momentum
`(r, θ ), see [3,5,16,40,73]. For the fluid configurations with uniform distribution of the specific angular
momentum, the potential is given by the simple formula
W (r, θ ) = ln

2 −g g
gtφ
tt φφ

!1/2
(72)

gtt `2 + 2gtφ ` + gφφ

being fully determined by the spacetime geometry.
In the Kerr–de Sitter spacetimes, the potential governing the barotropic fluid configurations is
given by the formula
(
W (r, θ ) = ln

∆r ∆θ sin2 θ
ρ2
I 2 ∆θ (r2 + a2 − a`)2 sin2 θ − ∆r (` − a sin2 θ )2

)1/2
.

(73)

The relevant properties of the equipotential surfaces are described by the behavior of the potential in
the equatorial plane where it simplifies to the formula [5,14]

W (r, θ = π/2) = ln

r2
∆r
I 2 (r2 + a2 − a`)2 − ∆r (` − a)2

1/2
.

(74)

The reality conditions of the potential (74) read

2

2

2

∆r ≥ 0,
2

(r + a − a`) − ∆r (` − a) > 0.

(75)
(76)

The first condition (75) simply means that the tori must be located at the stationary regions of the
spacetime. Of course, we consider the stationary regions between the outer black-hole and the
cosmological horizons. The second condition (76) is related to the photon motion, implying the
inequality `ph− < ` < `ph+ containing the effective potentials of the photon geodesic motion

`ph± (r; a, y) = a +

r2
√ ;
a ± ∆r

(77)

for an alternative definition of the effective potentials, see [67].
The local extrema of the function W (r, θ = π/2) are located at the radii where the given specific
angular momentum ` coincides with the specific angular momentum of the Keplerian orbit, i.e., the
circular geodesics that is given by [14]

` = `K± (r; a, y) ≡ ±

(r2 + a2 )(1 − yr3 )1/2 ∓ ar1/2 [2 + r (r2 + a2 )y]
.
r3/2 [1 − (r2 + a2 )y] − 2r1/2 ± a(1 − yr3 )1/2

(78)

These are the only local extrema of the potential W (r, θ ).
Now, we summarize properties of the fluid configurations in the Kerr–de Sitter black hole
spacetimes, concentrating on the black holes of astrophysical relevance, allowing for existence of
the stable circular geodesics of both the plus and minus families. Discussion of the properties of
the equipotential surfaces of the orbiting fluid in the Kerr–de Sitter spacetimes of any class can be
found in [14]; physical properties of such the tori were studied in [71]. The maximal extension of
the toridal structures is determined by the positions of the marginally bound orbits related to these
families; for nonzero spin, a > 0, the corotating maximally extended tori are more extended than the
counterrotating ones.
The equipotential surfaces are governed by the behavior of the Keplerian specific angular
momentum `K± (r; a, y) simultaneously with the photon potential `ph± (r; a, y) as illustrated in
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Figure 6, where we chose spacetimes of the black hole class I admitting both the corotating and
the counterrotating stable circular orbits. Behavior of the equipotential surfaces is demonstrated in
Figure 7 by the meridional 2D sections. Closed equipotential surfaces govern equilibrium tori, while
cusped (self-crossing) surfaces govern accretion tori allowing inflow of matter onto the black hole,
or excretion tori allowing for outflow in direction to the cosmological horizon; both the inflow and
outflow are governed by the so-called Paczynski mechanism of violation of the mechanical balance [5].
Open equipotential surfaces govern outflows in jets.

`ph+
`ph+

`ph(c)+

`

`

`ph(c)+

`mb+

`mb+

`K+

`K+

r
(b)

r
(a)
`K−

`K−
`mb−

`

`

`mb−

`ph(c)−

`ph(c)−
`ph−

`ph−

r
(c)

r
(d)

Figure 6. Keplerian specific angular momentum (orange curve) and effective potential of the photon
geodesic motion (blue curve) of the Kerr–de Sitter black-hole spacetimes. In sub-figures (a-b) y = 10−4
and in (c-d) y = 10−5 , the rising (descending) part(s) of `K+ and the descending (rising) part(s) of `K−
correspond to the stable (unstable) orbits. The local extrema of the functions `K± determine the specific
angular momentum of marginally stable orbits—the inner and the outer, `ms(i) and `ms(o) . The local
extreme of the photon potential determines the impact parameter of the photon circular geodesic, `ph(c) .
Values of local extrema of both functions depend on spacetime parameters.

In the considered spacetimes, the Keplerian specific angular momentum radial profile `K (r; a, y)
has for both families of circular geodesics two local extrema, `ms(i) and `ms(o) , corresponding to the
inner and the outer marginally stable orbits. The local extreme of the photon potential determines the
impact parameter of the circular null geodesic `ph(c) . Two situations determined the behavior of the
equipotential surfaces.
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Figure 7. Equipotential surfaces (meridional sections) of the potential W (r, θ ) in barotropic fluid
orbiting a Kerr–de Sitter black hole. We show corotating fluid with uniform distribution of the
specific angular momentum `(r, θ ) = const. Depending on `, the character of critical equipotential
self-crossing toroidal surfaces (red curve) is changed. The blue curve corresponds to the second critical
equipotential (if it exists), which is opened. Regions of the potential values corresponding to the colored
scales are only shown. Sub-figure (a) corresponds to accretion torus, sub-figure (b) to torus which is
simultaneously accretion and excretion, sub-figures (c-d) correspond to excretion tori.

If the uniform distribution of the specific angular momentum is constant and ` ∈ (`ms(i) , `ms(o) )
for the given family of orbits, the stationary toroidal configurations exist. For the corotating motion,
the conditions

`ms(i)+ < ` < `ph(c)+ < `ms(o)+

or

`ms(i)+ < ` < `ms(o)+ < `ph(c)+

(79)

`ms(i)− > ` > `ms(o)− > `ph(c)−

(80)

and, for the counterrotating motion, the conditions

`ms(i)− > ` > `ph(c)− > `ms(o)−

or
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imply that ` = const intersects `K (r; a, y) at three points corresponding to three geodesic orbits in
the marginally stable configurations of the perfect fluid. The innermost and the outermost ones are
unstable and determine the inner and the outer local maxima of the potential corresponding to the
so-called “cusps” of the equipotential surfaces, respectively; the cusped equipotential surface govern
accreting (inner unstable geodesic) or excreting (outer unstable geodesic) tori. The middle geodesic
is stable and corresponds to the local minimum of the potential, i.e., the “centre” of the equilibrium
(or accretion) configuration—see Figures 6 and 7. Any physically relevant, stable distribution of the
specific angular-momentum of the fluid configuration intersects the curve of the Keplerian angular
momentum in three points corresponding to the possible existence of two cusps and one center in the
fluid configurations governed by the equipotential surfaces.
In the second case, the ` = const tori satisfy the relations

`ph(c)+ < ` < `ms(o)+

or

`ph(c)− > ` > `ms(o)−

(81)

implying that only two circular geodesics exist in the marginally stable configurations of the perfect
fluid, corresponding to the center and the outer cusp of the configuration—the inner cusp and inflow
of matter onto the black hole are forbidden.
The radial profile of the potential W given by (74) allows, for the parameter ` between `ms(i)
and `ms(o) , the existence of two kinds of toroids—the one containing the inner cusp corresponding
to accretion, the other containing the outer cusp where the accretion onto the central black hole is
forbidden, but the outflows through the outer cusp are allowed, i.e., “excretion tori”. These two kinds
of tori are separated by the specific angular momentum of the marginally bound circular geodesic, `mb .
For
`ms(i)+ < ` < `mb+ or `ms(i)− > ` > `mb− ,
(82)
the configurations correspond to the accretion tori, for

`mb+ < ` < `ms(o)+

or

`mb− > ` > `ms(o)− ,

(83)

or

` = `mb−

(84)

to the excretion tori. The case

` = `mb+

corresponds to the marginally bound accretion tori (with largest extension) of a given family,
see Figure 7. Colored regions correspond to the possible equilibrium toroidal configurations with a
boundary given by any closed equipotential surface. Accretion (excretion) is possible through the inner
(outer) cusp due to the violation of mechanical equilibrium when matter overfills the closed critical
surface with the cusp (or cusps in the special case of ` = `mb giving maximally extended tori)—the
inner (outer) cusp naturally defines the inner (outer) edge of the accretion (excretion) toroids.
2.2.2. Limits on Extension of Toroidal Structures and Galaxy Extension
Surprisingly, the influence of the relic repulsive cosmological constant, or equivalently of a
vacuum/dark energy, usually expected to be strong in the cosmological models, can be very important
also in astrophysical situations related to the barotropic perfect fluid tori orbiting Kerr–de Sitter
black holes. Physically relevant are the Kerr–de Sitter black holes allowing existence of stable
circulargeodesics of the plus and minus families—these have the cosmological parameter in the
.
range 0 < y < ycrit = 0.05924. The crucial influence of the cosmological constant is given by the
existence of outer edge of the toroidal configurations, limited by the static radius; there is no such
restriction in the asymptotically flat Kerr spacetimes. However, it is relevant to have an estimate on the
limits related to observable stellar mass, or supermassive black holes—then, we can obtain estimates
of the cosmological parameter giving the related distance scales and express basic characteristics of the
tori in astrophysical units.
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Table 1. Mass parameter, the static radius and radii of the outer marginally stable and outer marginally
bound circular orbits of the extreme KdS black-hole spacetimes with current value of the “relic”
cosmological constant Λ0 ≈ 1.3 × 10−56 cm−2 . Note that rms(o)− < rms(o)+ , rmb(o)− < rmb(o)+ as well
as rmb(o)+ < rs in general, but for presented values of the cosmological parameter y these pairs of radii
are indistinguishable.
y

M
[M ]

rs
[kpc]

rms(o)±
[kpc]

rmb(o)±
[kpc]

10−44
10−40
10−34
10−28
10−26
10−24
10−22

10
1 × 103
1 × 106
1 × 109
1 × 1010
1 × 1011
1 × 1012

0.23
1.1
11
1.1 × 102
2.3 × 102
5.0 × 102
1.1 × 103

0.15
0.67
6.7
67
1.5 × 102
3.1 × 102
6.7 × 102

0.23
1.1
11
1.1 × 102
2.3 × 102
5.0 × 102
1.1 × 103

The magnitude of the relic cosmological constant can be estimated, if we use the results of
standard cosmological tests.2 Various cosmological observations indicate the present value of the
vacuum energy density [74]
$vac(0) ≈ 0.7$crit(0) ;
(85)
the present value of the critical energy density $crit(0) is related to the Hubble parameter H0 by
$crit(0) =

3H02
,
8π

H0 = 100h km s−1 Mpc−1 .

(86)

Using the estimated value of the dimensionless parameter h ≈ 0.7, we obtain the “relic” repulsive
cosmological constant
Λ0 = 8π$vac(0) ≈ 1.3 × 10−56 cm−2 .
(87)
Having this value of Λ0 , we can determine the mass parameter of the spacetime, corresponding to
any value of the cosmological parameter y, using the relation (13). The most relevant are values of y
corresponding to typical masses of black holes. For extreme black holes, we present in astrophysical
units dimensions of the static radius and the outer marginally stable and marginally bound circular
geodesics of both families (giving the limits on the extension of the Keplerian disks and toroidal
configurations) in Table 1. The outer edge of tori is located between the outer marginally stable geodesic
and the static radius, rms(o) < rout < rs —the repulsive cosmological constant thus puts a natural limit
on maximal extension of orbiting toroidal (test) structures in a given background. We can see that
extension of the toroidal structures around stellar mass black holes is much smaller in comparison with
extension of galaxies. However, different situation arises around supermassive black holes. For black
hole masses M ∼ 106 M , the tori extension becomes comparable with extension of the central region of
large galaxies. For very large supermassive black holes (with mass in the interval 108 M –1010 M ), the
dimensions of the test tori are roughly comparable with the dimensions of associated large galaxies [75].
We can thus conclude that the relic repulsive cosmological constant could represent a natural limit on
extension of large galaxies [9], generally, on extension of the gravitationally bound systems immersed
in Universe with expansion accelerated by the the relic cosmological constant [65]. These conclusions
are strongly supported by the results related to polytropic configurations representing spherically
symmetric galactic halos that have extension restricted by the static radius governed by the relic
cosmological constant—calculations show that the mass and extension of galactic halos or halos

2

For analogical estimates for primordial black holes and an effective cosmological constant related to vacuum energy density
connected with the electroweak symmetry breaking or the quark confinement, see [16].
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of gravitationally bound galaxy clusters can be fitted by the polytropes constructed in spacetime
with the relic cosmological constant [15]. Moreover, the internal parts of such polytropes could be
gravitationally unstable to gravitational collapse forming black holes of mass M ∼ 109 M .
Note that the maximally extended tori related to the plus family geodesics are more extended
than the maximally extended tori related to the minus family geodesics; see Figure 8.
rotation axis
static radius Z

-

thick disc corotating
the KdS black hole

~
Z

thick disc
orbiting
the SdS b. h.
>



outer edge
(outer cusp)

A

A
A

A
A

A
A

thick disc counterrotating
the KdS black hole

Figure 8. Maximally extended corotating and counterrotating tori around a Kerr–de Sitter (KdS) black
hole, compared to an analogical torus around Schwarzschild–de Sitter (SdS) black hole. The corotating
one is more extended.

The outer cusp of the toroidal structures plays another important role, as the matter outflow
through the outer cusp (if large overfilling of the critical surface with the inner cusp when also
the critical surface with the outer cusp is overfilled) could stabilize the torus against the dynamical
instabilities, so-called run-away instabilities, as shown in [76].
There is a second crucial signature of the influence of the cosmic repulsion, connected with strong
collimation of the open equipotential surfaces near the axis of rotation when compared with the Kerr
case, supporting the collimation of the jets usually atributed to magnetic fields [77]; see Figure 9.
This collimation becomes strong and clearly evident near and behind the static radius.3 The rotation of
the background manifested by the dragging of inertial frames, see, e.g., [46,61], influences the shape
of tori: the corotating tori are thicker and more extended than the counterrotating ones, generating
narrower funnel where highly collimated relativistic streams of particles–jets are most probably created,
see Figure 8.

3

Location of the “static radius” out of the equatorial plane is roughly given by its location in the SdS spacetime having the
same cosmological parameter y << 1 (relation (18)), as far away from the rotating black hole these two backgrounds almost
coincide for y.
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Figure 9. Open equipotential surfaces of fluid toroidal structures around a Kerr–de Sitter black
hole. These surfaces govern jets and demonstrate strong collimation while approaching the static
radius of the spacetime and support the jet collimation in a distance much larger than the static
radius. For comparison, the open equipotential surfaces are shown for the Kerr geometry where no
collimation occurs.

3. Role of Magnetic Fields
The magnetic fields play a crucial role in the black hole physics [78]. The internal short-scale
magnetic fields in the accretion disks orbiting black holes or neutron stars are assumed to be the
source of viscosity causing the accretion, i.e., transfer of matter and angular momentum in the radial
direction, due to the so-called magneto-rotational instability (MRI) [3,79]. Here, we concentrate on the
large-scale external magnetic fields surrounding the Kerr black holes, and their influence on charged
matter orbiting the black hole.
First, we discuss the role of the external magnetic fields in the charged test particle motion and its
connections to the astrophysical processes, namely in the fate of ionized Keplerian disks and its possible
relation to the high-frequency quasiperiodic oscillations (HF QPOs) observed in microquasars or some
active galactic nuclei [22,31,32]. We emphasize the possible high importance of the Magnetic Penrose
Process (MPP) [80] in the case of ionized Keplerian disks and related extreme acceleration of charged
particles in the vicinity of the Kerr black hole horizon [10,33,39,81] influenced by radiation-reaction
due to synchrotron radiation of escaping particles [36].4
Second, we discuss the influence of the external magnetic fields on the special charged toroidal
structures levitating above (below) the black hole equatorial plane, complementary to the toroidal
charged structures located in the equatorial plane. The tori are modeled as “dielectric” structures under
assumption of zero conductivity, being thus complementary to the“force-free” structures constructed
under assumption of infinite conductivity that are frequently used in the literature. The levitating
charged structures could be, in dependence on the character of the external magnetic field, clouds
located at the spacetime symmetry axis [19,82], or tori orbiting around the axis [18,83]. Clearly, in
both cases, the off-equatorial charged non-conducting structures could potentially serve as the “lamp
models” for irradiation of equatorial disks in the generation of profiled spectral lines [84].
The magnetic fields external to the black holes can be related to electric currents that could occur
in the accretion disks [85], or to some external sources as the galactic magnetic fields, the magnetic

4

It has been also shown recently that the Blandford–Znajek process [42] is closely related to the MPP [38].
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field of the black hole companion, e.g., a magnetar [18], etc. In the vicinity of the supermassive black
hole SgrA* in the Galaxy center, corresponding to few gravitational radii of the black hole, a highly
ordered magnetic field of intensity ∼10–100 G is observed [86], around the central supermassive black
hole at galaxy M87 the intensity of the magnetic field is ∼100 G [87], and recent study of variety of
active galactic nuclei reported average intensity ∼104 G [88].
Let us stress that all the magnetic fields observed in the vicinity of astrophysical objects, including
those observed near the surface of magnetars where B ∼ 1015 G, can be considered as weak fields in
the sense of general relativity, as their stress energy tensor is weak enough to enable abandoning of its
influence on the spacetime structure [89]—the condition
B << BGR = 1018

10M
G
M

(88)

is clearly satisfied for all the considered objects.
3.1. Magnetized Kerr Black Holes
The Kerr black hole spacetimes are governed by the line element that, in the standard
Boyer–Lindquist coordinates (t, r, θ, φ), and the system of geometric units (G = 1 = c), takes the form
ds2 = gtt dt2 + 2gtφ dtdφ + gφφ dφ2 + grr dr2 + gθθ dθ 2 ,
where
2Mr
),
Σ
2aMrsin2 θ
,
gtφ = −
Σ
2a2 Mr 2
gφφ = (r2 + a2 +
sin θ )sin2 θ,
Σ
Σ
grr = ,
∆
gθθ = Σ,
gtt = −(1 −

(89)
(90)
(91)
(92)
(93)

with
∆ = r2 − 2Mr + a2 , Σ = r2 + a2 cos2 θ;

(94)

M is the gravitational mass of the black hole and a = J/M is its spin, J is its angular momentum.
Assuming a > 0, the Kerr black holes exist for a < M; extreme Kerr black holes correspond to a = M,
and Kerr naked singularities to a > M. The physical singularity has a ring character, being located at
r = 0, θ = π/2 [52].
The Kerr metric (89) is asymptotically flat, i.e., far away from the black hole (r → ∞), the Kerr
metric becomes Minkowski flat metric. In the following, we put again M = 1, i.e., we use dimensionless
spin a, dimensionless radial coordinate r, and dimensionless time coordinate t. For calculations
of observationally relevant physical quantities, we introduce corresponding dimensional factors.
The transformation to the Kerr–Schild coordinates is given in [52] and can be used for introduction of
the Cartesian coordinates by the relations
x=

p

r2 + a2 sin θ cos φ̃,

y=

p

r2 + a2 sin θ sin φ̃,

z = r cos θ,

(95)

where φ̃ = φ − tan−1 ( a/r ).
There is no event horizon in the naked singularity spacetimes, in contrast to the Kerr black hole
spacetimes (with a < 1) when two event horizons exist. In the Kerr geometry, two Killing vector fields
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exist, the stationary one, δ/δt, and axial one, δ/δφ that imply conserved energy E and axial angular
momentum L of the particle motion.
We restrict our attention on the black hole spacetime region located above the event horizon at
r+ = 1 + (1 − a2 )1/2 . The static observers can exist only in the regions where gtt < 0. Above the
event horizon, the static observers cannot exist in the ergosphere located under the so-called surface of
stationarity, or stationary limit radius
rstat (θ ) = 1 + (1 − a2 cos2 θ )1/2 .

(96)

In the Kerr geometry, it is convenient to introduce the locally non-rotating frames (LNRF)
corresponding to the zero angular momentum observers (ZAMO) having axial angular momentum
L = 0, with four-velocity
α
t
uLNRF
= (uLNRF
, 0, 0, uLNRF ),
φ

t
(uLNRF
)2 =

gφφ

,

2
gtφ

phi

t
uLNRF = ΩLNRF uLNRF
,

− gtt gφφ
gtφ
2ar
.
ΩLNRF (r, θ ) = −
= 2
gφφ
(r + a2 )2 − a2 ∆sin2 θ 2

(97)
(98)

The LNRFs 4-velocity is well defined at all r > r+ , these frames are corotating with the Kerr spacetime
at fixed coordinates r and θ. These ZAMOs can be considered as a generalization of the static
observers in the Schwarzschild geometry—the particles falling from rest at infinity are purely radially
falling relative to static observers in the Schwarzschild spacetimes, and relative to LNRFs in the Kerr
spacetimes [90]; for the PNC (principal null congruence) photons, this property is in Kerr spacetimes
realized in the so-called Carter frames, slightly modified against the LNRFs [60].
3.2. Asymptotically Uniform Magnetic Field as Basic Approximation
Clearly, the external magnetic field in the vicinity of the black hole horizon could be very complex,
and the magnetohydrodynamical general relativistic dynamical simulations (MHGRD) of magnetized
toroidal structures [1] indicate complex and highly dynamic magnetic fields in the tori, but the external
magnetic field near the rotation axis of the structure, where the jets could be created, corresponds to
a parabolic magnetic field independently from the initial form of the magnetic field. For this reason,
it could be relevant to keep as the starting basic approximation the asymptotically uniform magnetic
field introduced by Wald [23] and applied in many important studies of the astrophysical phenomena.
In order to keep the symmetry of the spacetime configuration, it is necessary to assume that the
magnetic field lines are directed along the spacetime rotation axis.5
The external, asymptotically uniform magnetic field of intensity B with lines oriented along the
z-axis, i.e., orthogonal to the geometry equatorial plane, is governed by the electromagnetic 4-vector
potential Aα taking the form
At =

Q
Q
B
( gtφ + 2agtt ) − gtt − ,
2
2
2

Aφ =

B
Q
( gφφ + 2agtφ ) − gtφ ,
2
2

where the induced electric charge of the black hole Q is also introduced. For non-charged black holes,
there is Q = 0, the maximal induced black hole charge generated by the black hole rotation takes
the Wald value QW = 2aB (or QW = 2aBM if we keep the mass term)—see [23]. For the black holes
having the maximal Wald charge, the electromagnetic potential reduces to the form
At =

5

B
Q
gtφ − W ,
2
2

For the case of inclined magnetic field see [91].

Aφ =

B
gφφ .
2
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It is crucial that, even in this case, the At component remains non-zero and can lead to a very
strong acceleration mechanism for sufficiently massive black holes and strong magnetic fields. In the
following, we restrict attention to the case with the maximal Wald induced charge QW = 2aB, as it
represents the most relevant situations from the viewpoint of astrophysics. The four-potential of the
magnetic field around the Kerr black hole then takes the form
At = aB

hr
Σ

i
(1 + cos2 θ ) − 1 ,

Aφ =

(99)

2Mra2
B 2
r + a2 −
(1 + cos2 θ ) .
2
Σ




(100)

Therefore, due to the dragging of frames and related twisting of magnetic lines, the black
hole rotation generates a quadrupole electric field governed by the four-potential component At .
The corresponding “quadrupole” charge can be interpreted as an induced black hole charge [38,92].
The induction of the charge is canceled in the case of the extreme Kerr black holes when an analogy to
the Meissner effect comes into the play—the black holes start to behave as a superconductor, expelling
the magnetic field lines [93].
We can say generally that, if the magnetic field has a non-zero poloidal component, then any
observer located in the ergosphere can detect a non-zero electric field [23,94]. Of course, the induced
electric charge giving the electrostatic energy for particle acceleration should not be screened by
plasma [95]—as shown in [96], the total screening needs the conditions

~B.~E = 0,

E2 − B2 < 0

(101)

to be satisfied simultaneously, where E and B are vectors of the electric and magnetic field as measured
in the LNRFs. It can be shown [96] that E2 − B2 is negative outside the ergosphere, but it is positive
inside the ergosphere. Therefore, inside the ergosphere, the induced electric field generated by
combined effect of uniform (generally poloidal) magnetic field and the black hole rotation is not
screened and can serve for efficient acceleration—it increases with increasing magnetic field intensity
and increasing black hole spin, as follows from Equation (99). It has been shown recently that, in the
case of the SgrA* supermassive black hole, the electric charge related to the gravitationally induced
electric field cannot overcome 1015 C—this is at least five orders smaller than the electric charge related
to extremal charged black holes, guaranteeing thus that its influence on the black hole spacetime
structure is negligible [92].
The magnetic fields weak from the point of view of their influence on the spacetime structure
can be very strong from the point of view of their influence on the motion of charged matter. Let us
consider a charged matter treated as a test particle with charge q and mass m being under influence of a
black hole with mass M, immersed in an external asymptotically uniform magnetic field of the strength
B. The interplay of the electromagnetic Lorentz force and the gravity acting on the charged matter,
represented by the specific charge q/m, can be reflected by a dimensionless “magnetic parameter” B
introduced in [20,32]
B q GM
B=
.
(102)
2 m c4
With dependence on the black hole mass parameter M, we can consider as “charged test particles"
electrons, protons, ions, massive charged inhomogeneities as charged dust or plasma objects similar
to “ball lightnings”, orbiting in the innermost region of the accretion disk or in its vicinity, or even
neutron stars and stellar black holes orbiting in the vicinity of a supermassive black hole—the specific
charge q/m of such objects ranges from the electron maximum to zero. For protons and ions, and
especially for electrons, the magnetic parameter B can be very large even for relatively weak magnetic
fields due to the large magnitude of their specific charge q/m, implying thus strong influence of the
electromagnetic Lorentz force on their motion even in weak magnetic fields. For example, around a
stellar mass black hole having M ≈ 10M , we have the magnetic parameter of magnitude B = 0.004
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both for an electron moving in the magnetic field B ∼ 10−5 G, or a charged dust grain (one electron lost,
m = 2 × 10−16 kg) moving in the magnetic field B ∼ 109 G—the character of the test particle motion is
the same in both cases. In Table 2, we present a similar comparison including protons and ions.
Table 2. Intensity of the magnetic field B corresponding to the magnetic parameter B = 0.1 is given for
various types of charged particles moving in the vicinity of the black hole of mass MBH ∼ 10 M .
M = 10M /

Electron

Proton

Fe+

Charged Dust

B = 0.1

10−4 G

0.4 G

24 G

1010 G

There are two relatively simple alternatives to the basic approximation of the external magnetic
field by its uniform form. The first alternative to the uniform field approximation of the external
magnetic field is represented by widely discussed dipole magnetic field generated by a circular current
loop in the central plane of the Schwarzschild geometry at the radius a ≥ 2. At the outer region of this
solution, at r > a, the four-vector electromagnetic potential Aµ in the Schwarzschild metric is given by
the nonzero covariant component taking the form [85]
AD
φ

 



B
2M
2M
M
=
ln 1 −
+
1+
gφφ .
2
r
r
r

(103)

Note that the second term in square brackets is negative for r > 2.
The second possibility of alternative simple approximation is represented by phenomenological
parabolic magnetic fields indicated by predictions of computational simulations-magnetohydrodynamic fluid models of thick accretion disks orbiting a black hole demonstrate final creation of
a parabolic magnetic field in the vicinity of the black hole rotation axis, independently of the original
configuration of the external magnetic field entering the orbiting matter [97]. The parabolic magnetic
field is determined by the four-vector electromagnetic potential taking the form [97]
APφ =

B k
r (1 − | cos(θ )|),
2

(104)

where the parameter k represents declination of the field lines relative to the rotation axis.
Our studies related to ionized Keplerian disks orbiting magnetized Schwarzschild black holes
demonstrated that the consequences of the ionization are qualitatively the same in all three alternative
approximations of the external magnetic field, even for disks located originally under various
inclination angles to the magnetic field lines [10]. Therefore, in order to obtain the basic ideas and
intuition on the role of the external magnetic fields, the uniform magnetic field basic approximation
that can be treated in the simplest way in mathematical modeling could be quite sufficient.
The Keplerian disk has to bee composed of matter that behaves as electrically neutral in the
presence of the electromagnetic field. This condition can be satisfied for a plasmatic disk composed
from quasi-neutral soup of electrons and protons (ions), if its density is high enough, implying that
the main free path of the charged particles is substantially shorter than the orbit around the black
hole. The charged particles circulate around the black hole collectively as an electrically neutral matter
and influence of the electromagnetic field is irrelevant. At the edge of the disk, the density decreases
and the electromagnetic field enters the play as the mean free path increases, being comparable with
extension of the orbital motion.
The astrophysical relevance of the properties of the charged particle motion in the combined
gravitational and electromagnetic field has a limit that strongly depends on the intensity of the
electromagnetic interaction. The limits on validity of the test particle motion arise due to possible
strong influence of the radiation of the charged particles. We discuss the back-reaction of the radiation
of charged particles on their motion i detail later.
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3.3. Motion of Charged Test Particles
Motion of a charged test particle is governed by the Lorentz equation
m

Duµ
µ
= eFν uν ,
Dτ

(105)

where τ is the proper time of the moving particle. The Lorentz equations represent four second order
differential equations; however, we could make substantial simplifications due to the symmetries of
the background. Contrary to the case of the Kerr–Newman black holes where the Lorentz equations
can be separated and given in terms of first integral governing fully regular test particle motion [52,64];
in the case of magnetized Kerr black holes, the motion has generally chaotic character.
3.3.1. Hamiltonian Formalism and Effective Potential of the Motion
Due to the symmetries of the background, corresponding to the magnetized Kerr black holes with
the uniform magnetic field lines orthogonal to the equatorial plane of the spacetime geometry, it is
convenient to use for the solution of the motion equations the Hamiltonian formalism. The Hamiltonian
can be written in the form
H=

1
1 αβ
g (πα − qAα )(π β − qA β ) + m2 ,
2
2

where the generalized (canonical) four-momentum π µ = pµ + qAµ is related to the kinematic
four-momentum pµ = muµ and the influence of the electromagnetic field qAµ . The equations of
motion are then reduced to the Hamilton equations
dπµ
∂H
=− µ
dζ
∂x

dx µ
∂H
≡ pµ =
,
dζ
∂πµ

and the affine parameter is related to the particle proper time due to relation ζ = τ/m. The Hamilton
equations represent generally eight first order differential equations enabling precise numerical
integration by the symplectic integrator method [98].
The combined gravitational and electromagnetic background of the magnetized Kerr black holes
as considered here is stationary and axially symmetric allowing thus for reduction of the charged
test particle motion to a two-dimensional dynamics—we can introduce two constants of the motion:
energy E and angular momentum L given by the conserved components of the canonical momentum

− E = πt = gtt pt + gtφ pφ + qAt ,

L = πφ = gφφ pφ + gφt pt + qAφ .

For further discussion, it is convenient to introduce the specific energy E = E/m, the specific axial
angular momentum L = L/m, and the magnetic interaction parameter B = qB/2m. We thus obtain
Hamiltonian with two degrees of freedom, and 4D phase space (r, θ; pr , pθ ) that can be expressed in
the form
1
1
fP (r, θ ),
H = grr p2r + gθθ p2θ + H
2
2
enabling introduction of the effective potential of the radial and latitudinal motion giving the energetic
fP = 0). The energy condition relates the specific energy to the
boundary for the particle motion ( H
effective potential due to the equation
E = Veff (r, θ ),
(106)
where
Veff (r, θ ) =

−β +

p

β2 − 4αγ
,
2α

(107)
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with

α = − gtt ,

β = 2[ gtφ (L − q̃Aφ ) − gtt q̃At ],

γ = − gφφ (L − q̃Aφ )2 − gtt q̃2 A2t + 2gtφ q̃At (L − q̃Aφ ) − 1.

The effective potential defined here is properly chosen for the region above the outer horizon of the
black hole; for subtleties related to the inner region of the Kerr geometry, see, e.g., [99]. Above the
outer (event) horizon, the effective potential governs the regions allowed for the motion of a charged
particle with fixed value of the axial angular momentum.
3.3.2. Circular Orbits of Charged Test Particles
Around magnetized black holes, the charged particle motion is generally chaotic. However,
the circular motion in the equatorial plane, and the associated epicyclic motion in the equatorial
plane and its vicinity represent an exception [31,32]. The circular orbits are very important from the
astrophysical point of view as they govern the thin (Keplerian) accretion disks, and even the toroidal
fluid configurations.
The circular orbits of charged test particles are determined by the local extrema of the effective
∂Veff
eff
potential, governed by the relations ∂V∂reff = 0 and ∂V
∂θ = 0. As equation ∂θ = 0 holds generally
at θ = π/2, equatorial circular orbits exist and were widely discussed in [31,32], but existence of
the off-equatorial circular orbits has been also demonstrated in [17]. Here, we focus attention on the
equatorial circular orbits.
In [32], it has been demonstrated that the circular orbits can be separated into four classes:
Prograde anti-Larmor orbits (PALO) where the particle is corotating (L > 0), magnetic lines are
co-oriented with the black hole rotation axis, B > 0, Lorentz force is repulsive;
Retrograde Larmor orbits (RLO) with the particle counter-rotating (L < 0), magnetic lines
co-oriented with the black hole rotation axis (B > 0), Lorentz force attractive;
Prograde Larmor orbits (PLO) with L > 0, magnetic field lines oriented inversely to the black
hole rotation axis, B < 0, Lorentz force attractive;
Retrograde anti-Larmor orbits with L < 0, magnetic field lines oriented inversely to the black
hole rotation axis B < 0, Lorentz force repulsive.
In the case of magnetized non-rotating Schwarzschild black holes, classes PALO/RALO, and
RLO/PLO coincide.
2
2
The circular motion is stable relative to radial (vertical) perturbations, if ∂ ∂rV2eff > 0 ( ∂ ∂θV2eff > 0).
In the opposite cases, the motion is unstable against radial (vertical) perturbations. The vanishing
of the second derivative of the effective potential corresponds to the innermost (marginally) stable
circular orbit representing the inner edge of the Keplerian disks [4].
Detailed analysis of the charged particle circular orbits in the background of Kerr black holes
immersed in an asymptotically uniform magnetic field with lines orthogonal to the geometry equatorial
plane can be found in [32]. In the case of magnetized Schwarzschild black holes, the charged particle
circular orbits were treated in [31,35]; for dipole and parabolic magnetic fields around a Schwarzschild
black hole, the circular orbits were discussed and similarity to the case of the uniform magnetic fields
was demonstrated in [10].
3.4. Ionized Keplerian Discs around Magnetized Black Holes
Discussing the fate of ionized Keplerian disks orbiting magnetized black holes, we have to
distinguish the case of non-rotating black holes when the Keplerian disk can be located in any of
the central planes of the Schwarzschild geometry, and the case of rotating black holes when the
Keplerian disk has to be located in the equatorial plane of the Kerr geometry, or its vicinity, due to the
Bardeen–Peterson effect forcing any inclined disk to be located in the Kerr geometry symmetry plane
due to the combined effect of the disk viscosity and the frame dragging of the Kerr spacetime [2].
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The study of the dependence of the fate of a Keplerian disk orbiting a Schwarzschild black hole on
the inclination angle of the disk to the magnetic field lines of the uniform magnetic field was presented
in [35]; the results obtained for the magnetic fields of the dipole and the parabolic type were presented
in [10] where it has been explicitly demonstrated that the fate of the Keplerian disk is qualitatively
the same for all three considered cases (uniform, dipole, parabolic) of the external magnetic field.
Therefore, being inspired by these results obtained for the Schwarzschild spacetimes [10], we consider
here as sufficiently representative the case of the uniform magnetic fields with lines parallel to the Kerr
geometry axis, using the fact that it is the simplest case for mathematical modeling, being in addition
highly illustrative for basic ideas behind the fate of Keplerian disks.
We assume that matter of the Keplerian disk following circular geodesics of the spacetime becomes
ionized in the internal disk region near the innermost circular geodesics due to irradiation or some
other ionization mechanisms, starting to feel the influence of the electromagnetic field (see [33]).
In order to determine the fate of the disk, i.e., motion of the charged particles of the ionized disk,
the method of the effective potential seems to be most efficient [22,32,33]. Position of the circular
charged particle orbits in the combined gravo-electromagnetic field is determined by the local minima
of the effective potential corresponding to their canonical axial angular momentum—the crucial role
is played by the innermost stable circular orbit (ISCO) representing standard limit on stable circular
motion [32]; no circular (or bound) motion is allowed for particles with the canonical axial angular
momentum smaller than those corresponding to the marginally stable circular orbit Lms [32].
If the canonical (conservative) axial angular momentum of the ionized particle L is large enough
to allow for existence of a stable circular orbit, the effective potential has minimum determining the
energy of the particle following the circular orbit Ems . The fate of the charged particle then depends on
its canonical (conservative) energy E > Ems , and is determined by the shape of the effective potential
at the given energy level, E = Veff (r, a, L).
3.4.1. Possible Fates of Ionized Keplerian Disks
The ionized Keplerian disks were studied in detail for the magnetized non-rotating black
holes [31,35]. For magnetized rotating black holes, the ionized Keplerian disk were partially studied
in [22,32–34]. Here, we present all the variants of the fate of the ionized Keplerian discs orbiting a
magnetized Kerr black hole, demonstrating existence of four regimes of the developments of ionized
Keplerian discs:
(a) Survival of the Keplerian disk in regular oscillatory epicyclic motion around circular orbits
that could be related to the twin high-frequency quasiperiodic oscillations (HF QPOs) observed in the
X-ray spectra of some microquasars.
(b) Transformation of the Keplerian disk into a geometrically thick toroidal accretion structure
due to fully chaotic motion of ionized particles.
(c) Destruction of the Keplerian disk due to direct infall of ionized matter into the black hole.
(d) Destruction of the Keplerian disk due to chaotic scattering of charged particles causing
their escape along the magnetic field lines to infinity; in this case, ultra-high energy particles can be
generated due to the MPP, if the Lorentz force is large enough.
The case of the effective potential section open to the black hole horizon (case b) corresponds
clearly to the destruction of the Keplerian disk by direct infall, while the section open to infinity
(case c) governs destruction of the disk by escape to infinity. On the other hand, the closed section
corresponding to bound orbits (case a) governs the regular epicyclic motion, if the charge particle
energy is low enough that the approximation of linear harmonic oscillations can be relevant, or chaotic
motion, if the energy is high enough. The second case of the chaotic motion can be for very high
energies shifted to the process of chaotic scattering [33] causing transformation from the circular regular
motion to a final state of regular motion along the magnetic field lines demonstrating potentially an
extremely efficient version of the MPP [39]. We briefly expose both the epicyclic motion, and the
chaotic scattering.

Universe 2020, 6, 26

34 of 75

3.4.2. Regular Epicyclic Motion and Explanation of HF QPOs in Microquasars by Magnetically
Modified Geodesic Models
Although the motion of charged particles around magnetized black holes is generally chaotic,
according to the Kolmogorov–Moser–Arnold theorem in the vicinity of the minima of the effective
potential, i.e., for energies sufficiently close to the energy of stable circular orbit with given axial angular
momentum, the charged particle can follow an epicyclic motion in radial and vertical directions,
governed by the equations of fully regular linear harmonic motion [32]. The frequencies of the
harmonic oscillatory motion around a stable circular orbits are governed by the second derivatives
of the effective potential at the position of the static circular orbit, as shown in [31,32].6 Here, we
demonstrate an alternative approach to determine the epicyclic frequencies, based on direct application
of the equations of motion and their perturbations [22].
The four-velocity of the circular orbits has two non-zero components, uµ = (ut , 0, 0, uφ ). For the
maximally charged magnetized Kerr black holes (with QW ), the Lorentz equation implies the radial
component of the equatorial motion in the form

( a2 − r3 )(uφ )2 − 2B(r3 − a2 )uφ − 2a(uφ + B)ut + (ut )2 = 0,

(108)

while the normalization condition for the four-velocity gives

( a2 (2 + r ) + r3 )(uφ )2 − 4auφ ut − (r − 2)(ut )2 + r = 0.

(109)

Determination of a circular orbit at a given radius r by the four-velocity components ut and uφ is an
alternative to determination by the motion constants L and E . The orbital frequency at the circular orbit
Ωφ , related to distant observers and called also Keplerian frequency, ΩK , and the Larmor frequency,
related purely to the external magnetic field, Ω L , are determined by the relations:
Ωφ ≡ ΩK =

uφ
qB
2B
dφ
= t , ΩL =
= t.
dt
u
mut
u

(110)

The epicyclic motion of a charged particle, given by the world-line x µ (τ ) and concentrated around
µ
the “equilibrium” stable circular orbit with x0 (τ ) governed by the canonical axial angular momentum
µ
of the charged particle, is determined by deviation vector ξ µ (τ ) = x µ (τ ) − x0 (τ ). Introducing the
deviation vector into the Lorentz equation, we arrive in the first order expansion at small deviations to
the equations of linear harmonic oscillations in the vertical and radial directions [25]
d2 ξ l
+ Ω2l ξ l = 0, l = θ, r,
dt2

(111)

where Ωθ (Ωr ) is the angular frequency of the particle vertical (latitudinal) or radial epicyclic motion
related to the coordinate time t, i.e., measured by distant static observers. For the maximally charged
magnetized Kerr black holes with the maximal Wald charge QW , we arrive to the relations [22]
Ω2r =

γuφ (uφ + 2B) + νut (uφ + B) + ρ(ut )2 + σ
,
r 5 ( u t )2

(112)

αuφ (uφ + 2B) + βut (uφ + B) + 2a2 (ut )2
,
r 5 ( u t )2

(113)

and
Ω2θ =

6

A similar approach is applied for oscillatory motion of string loops around black holes in [100,101].
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where
α = r5 + a2 r2 (4 + r ) + 2a4 , β = −4a(r2 + a2 ),
ν = 4a(2a2 − r + 3r2 ),

γ = r4 (−8 + 3r ) + a2 r (2 − 10r + r2 ) − 4a4 ,

ρ = 2(−2a2 + r − r2 ),

σ = 4B 2 r ((−2 + r )r3 − a2 (1 + 2r )).

(114)

The frequencies determining the orbital and epicyclic motion of charged particles represent
generalization of the frequencies related to the epicyclic geodesic motion. As the frequencies are
given in dimensionless form, we have to use the formula
νi =

c3
Ω [ Hz],
2πGM i

(115)

where i = (φ, r, θ ), if we are interested in directly observable frequencies given in physical units.
The radial profiles of the orbital and epicyclic frequencies of the charged particle motion in
the field of magnetized black holes have several properties fundamentally different in comparison
with the radial profiles of the frequencies characterizing the geodesic epicyclic motion—however,
the crucial effect of vanishing of the radial epicyclic frequency νr at the marginally stable circular
orbit holds in both cases [22]. The “magnetically induced” modifications of the radial profiles of the
orbital and epicyclic frequencies of the charged particle motion enable more efficient application of the
magnetically modified geodesic models of the the twin HF QPOs observed in some microquasars [102]
or active galactic nuclei [103].7 We thus present a short overview of the special properties of the
radial profiles of the “magnetized” orbital and epicyclic frequencies. The properties are related to
the four families of the circular orbits of charged particles orbiting a magnetized Kerr black hole as
introduced in [32].
The most important differences between the radial profiles of the orbital and epicyclic frequencies
in the magnetized and purely geodesic cases occur for the frequencies νr and νφ = νK —due to
the strong effect of the Lorentz force in the radial direction. The Lorentz force increases the radial
epicyclic frequency νr , namely for the PALO and RALO orbits, but the axial (Keplerian) frequency νK
decreases for such orbits. Inversely, the radial profile of the latitudinal (vertical) epicyclic frequency νθ
cannot be significantly influenced by the magnetic field because of the direction of the Lorentz force.
The other crucial difference corresponds to the relation of the magnitudes of the three considered
frequencies—for the geodesic motion the relation νr < νθ < νφ holds at all radii of the radial profiles
around non-extreme black holes8 , for the magnetized orbits, the interrelations between the three
frequency radial profiles strongly depend on the type of the orbit. Nevertheless, the difference most
relevant from the point of view of astrophysics occurs for all four types of the circular orbits—the
point of intersection of the νr and the νθ profiles occurs above the ISCO radius. For the PALO and
RALO orbits, there is intersection of the νφ and the νr radial profiles, and for the PALO orbits even the
crossing of the νθ and the νφ radial profiles can occur.
The crossings of the orbital and epicyclic frequency radial profiles have important astrophysical
consequences that could lead to significant observable signatures as vanishing of the nodal shift of
orbiting matter. In the case of the RALO orbits, we observe possibility that at some radii the orbital
frequency is much smaller than both the epicyclic frequencies, νφ << νr ∼ νθ enabling the toroidal
type of the charged particle motion required in the kinetic model [106]. In Figure 10, we present typical
types of the radial profiles of the “magnetized” frequencies—notice that the magnetized frequency
radial profiles are similar to radial profiles of the frequencies of the string loop oscillations [100,101].

7
8

For detailed information on the so-called geodesic models of HF QPOs that could be related to binary systems containing
both black holes or neutron stars, see [104].
For exceptions related to Kerr naked singularities, see [105].
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Figure 10. Radial profiles of the frequencies of small harmonic oscillations νθ , νr and νφ of charged
particle orbiting a Kerr black hole of mass M = 10M and spin a, immersed in an magnetic field
characterized by the parameter B (various values of B from left to right).

The so-called geodesic models proposed to explain the twin HF QPOs observed in microquasars,
i.e., binary systems composed of a black hole and a companion star, use the frequencies of the orbital
and epicyclic geodesic motion—-for detailed overview, see [104]. The twin HF QPOs are two peaks of
the X-ray power density observed in the case of microquasars in the frequency range ν ∼ 100–400 Hz;
we can thus assume their creation in the innermost parts of the Keplerian accretion disks as the
observed frequencies are close to the frequency of the orbital Keplerian motion near the ISCO of the
stellar mass black holes with mass in the range M ∼ 5–15 M [107]. In the most frequently studied
microquasars, the HF QPOs are usually detected as twin with the frequency ratio close to 3:2 invoking
relevance of the resonance phenomena [108,109].9
Twin HF QPOs with the frequency ratio 3:2 indicating the strongest effect of the so-called
parametric resonance [109] are extensively studied in the case of three microquasars related to the
sources GRS 1915+105, XTE 1550-564 and GRO 1655-40 [111,112]. The mass of the black holes in the
microquasars are estimated by optical measurements based on the weak field gravity effects, being
independent of the strong gravity effects that are governing the twin HF QPOs and profiled spectral
lines or spectral continuum relevant in estimates of the spin of the black holes in microquasars [113].
Both the spectral methods are independent of the HF QPO measurements, so the predictions of the
spin by the spectral methods have to be confronted with the predictions of the spin by the various
variants of the geodesic model of the twin HF QPOs, thus making separation of the acceptable variants
giving predictions in accordance with the spectral measurements.
The geodesic model of twin HF QPOs is represented by a set of variants that assume a crucial
role of the orbital and epicyclic frequencies of the circular geodesic motion and various combinations
of these frequencies [104,112,114]. The frequency ratio 3:2 (or other rational ratios as 3:1 or 2:1) of the
observed twin frequencies in microquasars indicate resonance phenomena at work [104,108]. The most
widely discussed are the epicyclic resonance [109] and the hot-spot relativistic precession [115] variants
of the geodesic model, having simple identification of the twin observed frequencies (lower f L , and
upper f U ) with the frequencies of the variants of the geodesic model of twin HF QPOs—for the
epicyclic resonance (ER) variant, the identification of the frequencies reads
f L = νr ,

9

f U = νθ ,

(116)

In some sources, other frequency ratios are observed [102]—for example, in the active galactic nucleus
XMMUJ134736.6+173403 at the Seyfert 2 galaxy SDSS J134736.39+173404.6, the frequency ratio 3:1 is exhibited [103]
that could be also explained by the geodesic models of HF QPOs [110].
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while, in the relativistic precession (RP) variant of the geodesic model, there is
f L = νφ − νr ,

f U = νφ .

(117)

Modifications of the basic ER and RP variants of the geodesic model are presented and discussed
in [104,112].
The geodesic twin HF QPO model can explain the observed twin frequencies with ratio 3:2 in
all the three microquasars, GRS 1915+105, XTE 1550-564 and GRO 1655-40, but not by a single
variant [111]. However, the magnetic modification of the geodesic QPO model improves this
discrepancy as a consequence of the more complex behavior of the radial profiles of the orbital
and epicyclic frequencies. In the fitting of the observational frequencies to those predicted by variants
of the magnetically modified geodesic QPO model, the calculated model frequencies νr (r, M, a, B),
νθ (r, M, a, B), νφ (r, M, a, B), and their combinations corresponding to a specific variant of the QPO
model, are related to the observed QPO frequencies, νu = f U , νl = f L , thus implying relations between
the radius r3:2 and the parameters a, M, B . The crucial ingredient of the magnetic modification of the
geodesic model is the presence of the crossing point of the epicyclic radial and latitudinal (or orbital)
frequencies, implying that we have to consider two possible “resonance” radii r3:2 and r2:3 due to the
resonance conditions
νU (r3:2 ) : νL (r3:2 ) = 3 : 2,

νU (r2:3 ) : νL (r2:3 ) = 2 : 3.

(118)

As the resonance conditions in the magnetically modified model are independent of the black hole
mass M, their solution has no dependence on mass and the method developed in [104] can be used.
The fitting gives relevant restrictions on the magnetic parameter combining the magnetic field intensity
with the specific charge of the orbiting matter; knowing the magnetic field intensity in the region of
the epicyclic motion of radiating matter, we can obtain relevant restriction on the specific charge of the
matter, or vice versa, assuming specific charge of the radiating matter, we obtain restrictions on the
intensity of the magnetic field. Both ways then enable direct comparison with the data obtained due
to observations.
We briefly demonstrate the results of the fitting procedure in the case of the ER variant applied to
the three microquasars GRS 1915+105, XTE 1550-564 and GRO 1655-40, with mass and spin limited
by methods independent of the measurements of HF QPOs (for discussion of these methods see
e.g., [112]); the limits on mass and spin are given in Table 3.
Table 3. The limits on mass M, given by optical measurements, and dimensionless spin a, given by
spectral continuum fits, are presented along with the values of measured twin 3:2 HF QPOs for the
three microquasars GRS 1915+105, XTE 1550-564 and GRO 1655-40.
Source
GRO 1655-40
XTE 1550-564
GRS 1915+105

flow [Hz]

fL [Hz]

fU [Hz]

M [M ]

a

18
13
10

300
184
113

450
276
168

6.03–6.57
8.5–9.7
10.6–14.4

0.65–0.75
0.29–0.52

Introducing the resonance radius r3:2 (r2:3 ) to the equations for the frequencies νu or νl , we express
them in terms of the black hole mass, spin, and the magnetic parameter that give so-called fitting
lines. This enables comparison with limits on the black hole mass and spin obtained by other methods.
We have demonstrated that the fitting could be done well both for the epicyclic and the relativistic
resonance models—for details, see [22]. Limits on the magnetic parameters implied by the HF QPOs
fitting procedure for all types of the orbits and the ER variant of the magnetized geodesic model are
presented in Table 4 .
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Table 4. Magnitude of the magnetic field in the three microquasars implied by the fitting of the twin
HF QPO frequencies. We use combined values for the ER variant of the magnetic modification of the
geodesic model related to the 3:2 and 2:3 resonances (Table 3). Numbers in the table are in units of
10−5 G for electrons (2 × 10−2 G for protons).
GRO 1655-40
ER model
PALO 11.5–23.0
RLO
noexist
PLO
0–61.4
RALO 23.1–26.9

XTE 1550-564

GRS 1915+105

8.2–16.3
21.8–∞
10.9–43.6
13.6–16.3

0–14.5
9.6–∞
0– 28.9
7.2–19.3

3.4.3. Chaotic Scattering
For charged particles with canonical axial angular momentum allowing stable circular motion,
their fate depends on their energy related to the effective potential. If the energy is sufficiently small,
the regular harmonic oscillations in the radial and vertical directions can occur, as discussed in the
previous subsection. With increasing energy, the particles can enter the region of the effective potential
open to the black hole horizon, where the particle directly falls into the black hole. The other possibility
is that the motion remains bounded, but undergoes transition to purely chaotic motion. The final
possibility is represented with energies corresponding to the effective potential open to infinity in
the vertical direction corresponding to direction of the magnetic field lines. All the possible cases are
treated in the following subsection devoted to the study of the fate of the ionized disks in dependence
on the magnitude of the magnetic interaction parameter. We give some comments to the last case,
when transmutation from the regular circular motion to the regular motion along the magnetic field
lines occurs through an intermediate period of the so-called chaotic scattering [33], see Figure 11.

Figure 11. Charged particle trajectory representing the chaotic scattering in the field of a magnetized
black hole.

In order to understand the chaotic scattering phenomenon, it is useful to consider the asymptotic
behavior of the effective potential of the charged particle motion in the field of a Kerr black hole
immersed in a homogeneous magnetic field orthogonal to the equatorial plane of the geometry. In the
z-direction corresponding to the direction of the magnetic field lines, the effective potential takes the
asymptotic form [33]
s

2
L
Veff ( x, z → ∞) = 2aB + 1 +
− Bx .
(119)
x
Clearly, the behavior of the effective potential demonstrates binding of the particle in the x-direction
due to the term x (B), while there is a minimum of the effective potential implying minimal energy of
the particle that can reach infinity in the z-direction given by the relations

Emin = 2aB

for

B ≥ 0,

(120)
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Emin = 2aB +

√

1 − 4BL

B < 0.

for

(121)

A particle can reach infinity, if its energy E ≥ Emin , however, the energy measured at infinity has to
be modified by the “magnetic" factor to Einfty = E − 2aB , as the effective potential for the motion in
the homogeneous magnetic field in the Minkowski spacetime do not contain the term 2aB . In the
asymptotically flat region of the magnetized Kerr black holes, we can write the equations of motion of
charged particle in the cylindrical coordinates t, ρ, θ, φ
2
E∞
=



dz
dτ

2



+

dρ
dτ

2



+ gφφ

dφ
dτ

2

= Ez2 + E02 ,

(122)

where τ denotes the proper time of the moving particle; we have introduced the separation to the
energy of the translational (longitudal) motion

Ez2 =



dz
dτ

2
,

(123)

and the transverse (perpendicular) motion mixing the radial oscillatory motion with the orbital motion

E02 =



dρ
dτ

2



+

L
− Bρ
ρ

2

+ 1.

(124)

In the Minkowski spacetime, all the energies E , E∞ , Ez , and E0 are constants of the motion, however, in
the strong gravity of the Kerr black hole, the motion constants are only the total energy parameters E
and E∞ , while there is possible transmutation of the energies Ez , and E0 , representing the translantional
and the perpendicular motion due to the generally chaotic character of the particle motion—for details,
see [33].
The escaping particle can be characterized by the Lorentz factor
γ=

dt
= E∞
dτ

(125)

and its part corresponding to the translational motion. The maximum of the translational Lorentz
factor has a different form in dependence on the sign of the magnetic parameter and corresponding
velocity of the circular (azimuthal) motion [33]
γz(max) = E∞ , uφ = 0,
and
γz(max) = √

E∞
,
1 − 4BL

for

uφ = 2BL,

B > 0,
for

(126)

B < 0.

(127)

For the configurations with B > 0, there is possible full transmutation of the transverse motion to
the translational motion, and the particle can follow the magnetic field lines. On the other hand, the
configurations with B < 0 do not allow for the complete transmutation and minimal Larmor orbital
motion must be completed to the translational motion, with minimum axial angular velocity given
by uφ = 2BL. The Lorentz factors obtained in this way can be of order of 10 even for mediate values
of the magnetic parameter magnitude, B ∼ 1, as demonstrated in [33]. However, for elementary
particles in the vicinity of realistic magnetized black holes, the magnetic parameter magnitude can
be by many orders higher, implying much more efficient acceleration of elementary particles by the
electromagnetic field, much larger energy of these particles and related Lorentz factor reaching many
orders of 10 [39].
The ionization of Keplerian disks by irradiation, or other ways as neutron decay on electrons
and protons, can be treated as a magnetic Penrose process (MPP) that in combination with the chaotic
scattering can be considered as a very simple model of creation of jets in the close vicinity of the
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horizon of magnetized black holes—in the MPP, the energy of the orbital motion E0 can be enormous
due to the action of the electric part of the electromagnetic field governed by the potential component
At , and the chaotic scattering near the black hole horizon can transform the whole energy of the E0
mode into the energy of the translational motion Ez , giving escaping particles with Lorentz factor
γ >> 1.
Extremely efficient acceleration of elementary particles is possible, leading to their ultra-high
energy, if the magnetized black hole is rotating, generating the electric part of the electromagnetic
potential; contrary to the case of the well known Blanford–Znajek process [42], it is not necessary
to have a near-extreme rotating black hole—any rotating black hole is sufficient.10 No such electric
part of the potential exists in the case of non-rotating magnetized Schwarzschild black holes and no
acceleration is possible in this case, but the transmutation effects works as well as in the case of the
Kerr black holes, implying possibility of creation of winds, flows of particles orthogonal to the plane of
the disks orbiting Schwarzschild black holes, but unable to escape to infinity [33].
Note that Lorentz factors γ ≤ 1, corresponding to ultra-high energy elementary particles, could
be obtained due to the electromagnetic field of magnetars, i.e., rotating neutron stars having extremely
strong magnetic fields that reach near their surface values of B ∼ 1015 G, overcoming by seven orders
the typical magnetic field B ∼ 108 G of standard neutron stars observed in the atoll sources. However,
these highly accelerated elementary particles cannot reach the distant observers due to the enormous
friction caused by the radiation reaction related to their synchrotron radiation in such extremely strong
magnetic fields that is by many orders more efficient in comparison with the radiation reaction in the
magnetic fields around black holes as we demonstrate below [36].
3.4.4. Modeling of Ionized Keplerian Disks around Magnetized Kerr Black Holes
For simplicity, we assume that the magnetic field lines are asymptotically parallel to the rotation
axis of the Kerr black hole spacetime (i.e., to the vertical direction given by the z-axis) [23]. For the
corotating Keplerian disk in the equatorial plane, a neutral test particle follows a circular geodesic
corotating orbit with the covariant specific energy E and the specific axial angular momentum L given
as [46]
ar −3/2 − 2r −1 + 1
E= √
,
2ar −3/2 − 3r −1 + 1

√
a2 r −3/2 − 2ar −1 + r
L= √
.
2ar −3/2 − 3r −1 + 1

(128)

However, the purely equatorial circular geodesic motion remains equatorial after ionization and is not
entering the chaotic scattering regime, if there is no perturbation influence in the latitudinal (vertical)
direction.11 In order to enter the chaotic scattering regime in the case of precisely equatorial disk,
we have to assume its non-zero thickness allowing for an infinitesimal shift of the ionized particle in the
perpendicular direction, or some infinitesimal impulsion in the perpendicular direction to the charged
particles created by the ionization process. In fact, such a very small influence in the perpendicular
direction can be caused by the irradiating photons.
On the other hand, it is natural to consider a Keplerian accretion disk having initially a very small
but nonzero inclination to the equatorial (x-y) plane of the spacetime [33]—the slightly inclined disk
represents another natural possibility to guarantee the entering to the chaotic scattering regime.
The external uniform magnetic field remains aligned with the z-axis (vertical direction), being
perpendicular to the equatorial plane of the spacetime.
Ionization of a neutral particle can be realized by irradiation of an atom by an incident photon
resulting in an ion and electron, or we can consider a free neutron decay resulting in a proton and

10
11

We can consider the MPP as a general process relevant in any magnetic field around a rotating black hole, but, for the
Blanford–Znajek process, a threshold magnetic field of high magnitude is necessary [38].
Charged particles “kicked” from the ISCO at the equatorial plane and escaping to infinity were studied in [28,30].
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electron (plus an antineutrino, not considered here)—such a model corresponds naturally to the
MPP [38,116] with the original 1st neutral particle being split into two charged particles—2nd and 3rd.
Conservation of charge and canonical momentum of the particles entering the process reads
0 = q2 + q3 ,

π α (1) = π α (2) + π α (3) .

(129)

Of course, at the moment of ionization, the conservation of the kinetic momentum also holds
p α (1) = p α (2) + p α (3)

(130)

as the electromagnetic contributions cancel each other out [10,33]. In the realistic scenarios considered
here, i.e., the neutral atom ionization by irradiation or neutron β decay, one of the created charged
particles is much more massive than the other one, say m2 /m3  1, due to the mass ratio of proton to
electron or ion to electron. The more massive charged particle clearly takes almost all the momentum of
the original neutral particle and the dynamical influence of the lighter charged particle can be neglected
p α (1) ≈ p α (2)  p α (3) .

(131)

Another realistic scenario is based on the idea of the accretion disk created by plasma considered as a
quasi-neutral soup of charged particles, electrons and ions (protons), orbiting the black hole on circular
orbits. For the matter of the disk dense enough, the main free path of the charged particles is very
short in comparison with the length of the circular orbits, and the charged particles move collectively
as a neutral body. Near the inner edge of the disk, the plasma density decreases substantially and the
charged particles are not longer suppressed by their neighbours and start to move freely, being fully
influenced by the electromagnetic field.
All the possible realistic ionization scenarios imply a simple model of ionized Keplerian disks
based on the MPP process: a neutral particle becomes charged while its mechanical momentum remains
conserved and starts to feel the influence of the electromagnetic field. This model was introduced
in [33] where particle escape velocities and structure of escape zones were explored that were later
studied also in [10,34,39]. This ionization model was also used to study the regular regime of the
epicyclic oscillations [32] and its relation to the HF QPOs [22], or the fate of the Keplerian disks in
dependence on the inclination angle in the case of non-rotating black holes [10,35].
The fate of the ionized Keplerian disks orbiting a magnetized Kerr black hole can be summarized
describing the influence of the two basic parameters, the magnetic parameter (B) and the black hole
spin a, on the fate of the ionized Keplerian disks, i.e., of the regular regime represented by the epicyclic
motion, the regime of chaotic motion transforming the Keplerian disk into a toroidal accretion structure,
destruction regime represented by direct infall of ionized matter into the black hole, and destruction jet
regime represented by the escape of charged particles along the magnetic field lines to infinity. In the
fourth case, the ultra-high energy particles (protons and ions) can be generated [39].
For the inclined Keplerian disk, we assume a special off-equatorial motion realized along
the spherical trajectories with the orbit radius r0 remaining constant, and with varying latitude
θ. The ionization event can be thus assumed at some θ0 6= π/2 enabling the entering of the chaotic
regime of the ionized particle motion—the charged test particle will be initially, at the ionization event,
located on the spherical orbit with initial position x α and four-velocity uα
xα

= (t, r, θ, φ) = (0, r0 , θ0 , 0),

(132)

uα

= (ut , ur , uθ , uφ ) = (E , 0, 0, L);

(133)
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the motion constants of the particle are governed by the specific energy E and specific angular
momentum L of the electrically neutral particles following spherical orbits [117]

E

=

L =



aQ
1
2r
√
1 − 2 + 2 √ sin θ ,
R
R r
S


2
1
2ar
Q (r + a2 )
√
√ 2 sin(θ ) − 2 sin2 (θ ) ,
R
rR
S

(134)
(135)

where the R2 = r2 + a2 cos2 θ and the functions Q, S are given by the relations
Q
S

=

q

r2 − a2 cos2 (θ ),

= 1−

(136)
a2

2aQ
3r
+ 2 √ sin(θ ) + 2 cos2 (θ ).
2
R
R r
R r

(137)

Equations (134) and (135) reduce to the expressions for the specific energy and specific angular
momentum of the equatorial geodesic circular (Keplerian) orbits (128) when θ = π/2. The inner edge
of the spherically modified Keplerian disks is located at the innermost stable spherical orbit (ISSO)
with radius implicitly given by
i
√
2aQ r sin(θ ) − 4r2 + (r + 1) R2
h  





i
· Q2 R2 a2 − 3r2 + 4r2 a2 + r2 − 2r2 R2 a2 + r2 − 4aQ3 r3/2 sin(θ )
i
h

i
√
h 
+ 4Q2 r2 − R4 Q − a r sin(θ ) Q a2 + r2 − 2ar3/2 sin(θ )
h

= 0.

(138)

This relation reduces for the motion confined in the equatorial plane to those governing the ISCO.
In order to consider situations relevant from the point of view of astrophysics, we assume the
ionized part of the corotating Keplerian disks to be located near its inner edge, and we follow the fate
of the ionized part by integrating motion of the charged particles in the background characterized by
the magnetic parameter B and the black hole spin a. Typical examples of trajectories of the charged
particles created by the ionization, initially orbiting on spherical orbits with radius r0 > rISSO , can be
found in Figures 12–15 constructed for characteristic values of the black hole spin a = 0, 0.3, 0.7, 0.998
and for typical values of the magnetic parameter B = ±0.001, ±0.01, ±0.1, ±1, assuming the inclination
of the Keplerian disk to be θ0 = 1.5. In the case of the magnetized Schwarzschild black holes and
arbitrarily inclined Keplerian disks detailed results were presented in [10,35]. Here, we present the
main results and differences between the situation around non-rotating and rotating black holes.
The Keplerian disks are here assumed to be corotating with the Kerr geometry.
Contrary to the Schwarzschild case with a = 0 where the canonical energy remains the same
as the kinetic energy, for the magnetized rotating black holes there is a shift in the canonical energy
governed by the non-zero At component of the electromagnetic potential that allows escaping of
the charged particle to infinity along the magnetic field lines – the acceleration due to the electric
component of the electromagnetic field can be enormous [33,38]. For example, the escaping particles
can undergo extremely efficient MPP reaching an ultra-high energy of the order of 1021 eV, if the
process of acceleration occurs near a supermassive black hole having mass M ∼ 1010 M surrounded
by magnetic field of the order of 104 G [10,39,81].
In the case of magnetized Schwarzschild black holes (a = 0) the situation is illustrated in Figure 12.
Here, and, in the following figures representing the disk fate, the uncharged test particles on innermost
stable spherical orbit (the dashed circle) represent the inner edge of the Keplerian accretion disk;
the fate is studied for a region close to the inner edge. For the disk that remains neutral, or for the
vanishing magnetic field (B = 0 case), all the orbits keep the original form and the inclined razor thin
disk remains. For a weak electromagnetic interaction switched-on (B = ±0.001 cases), the charged
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particles enter epicyclic oscillatory motion around the circular orbit in both radial and latitudinal
directions, only particles forming the innermost region are captured by the black hole in the case
of magnetic attraction (B = −0.001); the accretion disk becomes slightly thicker due to the vertical
epicyclic motion. For stronger electromagnetic interactions switched-on (B = ±0.01, ±0.1 cases), the
charged particles enter a fully chaotic regime or they fall directly to the black hole; the accretion disk is
destroyed, partly destroyed, or transformed into thick toroidal structure. The complete destruction of
the inner region of the Keplerian disk occurs in the B = −0.01 case, when all the particles are captured
by the black hole, a large part of the charged particles are captured for B = −0.1, the rest enter chaotic
motion. If large electromagnetic interaction is switched-on (|B| ≥ 1 cases), the Lorentz force dominates
the particle motion. The charged particles can enter a special regime of the regular motion due to
spiraling up and down along the magnetic field lines due to fast Larmor oscillations combined with
slow motion around the black hole in the clockwise (B > 0) or the counterclockwise (B < 0) direction,
demonstrating vertical oscillations—in this case, the thin Keplerian disk transforms into a special
toroidal structure.

Figure 12. Thin Keplerian accretion disk around Schwarzschild BH in uniform magnetic field, created
by neutral test particles following circular geodesics, and its evolution when the influence of the
magnetic field is switched on. The accretion disk particles are following initially circular orbits with
slight inclination from equatorial plane (θ0 = 1.5), while the magnetic field lines are everywhere
aligned with the z-axis (vertical direction). The figures are labeled by the values of magnetic parameter
B , as in the following corresponding figures generated for various values of spin a. The uncharged test
particles on innermost stable spherical orbit (depicted by the dashed circle) represent the inner edge of
the Keplerian accretion disk.
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Figure 13. Thin Keplerian accretion disk around rotating Kerr BH (a = 0.3) in uniform magnetic field.
For a detailed description, see Figure 12.

Figure 14. Thin Keplerian accretion disk around rotating Kerr BH (a = 0.7) in uniform magnetic field.
For a detailed description, see Figure 12.
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Figure 15. Thin Keplerian accretion disk around rotating Kerr BH (a = 0.998) in uniform magnetic
field. For a detailed description, see Figure 12.

In the case of slowly rotating black holes (a = 0.3) illustrated in Figure 13, the situation remains
very similar to the Schwarzschild case for the weak and mediate values of the magnetic parameter
of charged particles with an exception of the mediate repulsive magnetic parameter with B = 0.1
when an increase of the particle canonical energy due to electric acceleration causes the overcoming
of the repulsive centrifugal barrier and capturing of the innermost ionized particles by the black
hole. For the large magnitudes of the magnetic parameter, the behavior of the ionized part of the
disk becomes dramatically dependent on the sign of the magnetic parameter B . For the negative
values (B = −1 case), the character of the motion remains similar to those corresponding to the
Schwarzschild black holes, but, for positive values (B = 1 case), the influence of the magnetic field is
getting stronger with increasing radius of the original orbit causing increase of the amplitude of the
vertical oscillatory motion.
For black holes with mediate spin (a = 0.7), the results are illustrated in Figure 14. Now, the fate
of the inner part of the disk is similar to the case of slow rotation, but the effects of black hole spin
are amplified—namely, for the case of mediate positive values of the magnetic parameter, B = 0.1
increase of the particle canonical energy due to electric acceleration causes entering of the chaotic
motion creating winds in the innermost region of the disk. For the large positive values of the magnetic
parameter (B = 1 case), the combined influence of the black hole spin and the magnetic field implies
escape of all the considered particles to infinity along the magnetic field lines with the exception of
those originating almost at the ISSO that remain in oscillatory motion in the vertical direction combined
with the Larmor orbital motion with very small radii.
For near-extreme rotating black holes (a = 0.998), the fate of the Keplerian disks is demonstrated
in Figure 15. The near-extreme spin now causes the decrease of charged particles from the innermost
regions of the disk for both large and mediate negative values of the magnetic parameter (cases
B = −0.1, −1), but the infall of the particles is stopped in the case of slightly negative magnetic
parameters (case B = −0.01). For the large positive magnitudes of the magnetic parameter (case
B = 1), charged particles from whole the ionized region escape to infinity, those from the innermost
part of the disk are executing a period of chaotic motion before the escape.
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We can summarize that the increasing spin of the black hole for fixed magnetic parameters causes
increasing influence of the electromagnetic field due to an increase of its electric component. For low
values of the magnetic parameter, the increasing spin generally implies increasing chaotic character
of the motion, but it can be transmuted to particle capture by the black hole for particles sufficiently
close to the ISCO if the particle canonical energy overcomes the repulsive centrifugal barrier. The most
interesting situation occurs for values of the magnetic parameter B ∼ ±1, as in this case around slowly
rotating black holes with a2 ∼ 0, for both negative and positive values of the magnetic parameter, an
interesting regular type of the motion arises, demonstrating the Larmor rotation around the magnetic
field lines mixed with a slow orbital motion combined with a quasi-geodesic “epicyclic” vertical and
radial oscillatory motion. For B ∼ −1, this kind of motion survives with increasing spin. For B ∼ 1,
increasing spin implies increasing amplitude of the vertical oscillatory motion and possible tendency
of the particles to escape to infinity; moreover, for large values of the spin (a > 0.7), the orbits in close
vicinity of the black hole horizon demonstrate increasing degree of chaos. With magnetic parameter B
increasing above the unit value, the particles escape to infinity and the region of chaotic motion starts
to be more and more restricted. In the next section, we concentrate on the case of acceleration and
motion of the escaping particles discussing in detail the MPP.
3.5. Magnetic Penrose Process and Creation of Jets
As the MPP is a local decay processes, its energy balance is governed by the local value of the
electromagnetic field (potential) and the simple approximation of asymptotically uniform magnetic
field aligned with the rotations axis can be applied. We consider now the MPP with inclusion of
decaying charged particles. For simplicity, we restrict to the case of the equatorial motion assuming
small impulsion in the vertical direction that guarantees entrance to the chaotic regime necessary for
escape to infinity along magnetic field lines, but for the energetic balance during the decaying process,
the equatorial restriction is used giving potentially highest efficiency of the MPP process. For the
stability of the equatorial motion in the Kerr spacetimes against vertical perturbations, see [60,118].
The charged particle motion is determined by the spacetime geometry and the electromagnetic
potential. For the equatorial motion around a magnetized Kerr black hole, the effective potential
giving turning points of the radial motion of the particle with the canonical energy E and the canonical
angular momentum L takes the form
Veff

"
#
2  2
gtφ
gtφ
L
= −qAt −
L + − gtt +
+1 ,
gφφ
gφφ gφφ

(139)

containing a non-zero time component of the electromagnetic potential that guarantees extension of
possible negative energy states across the ergosphere whose outer boundary is most extended in the
equatorial plane being located at the stationary radius rs = 2—around a magnetized black hole, the
effective ergosphere allowing existence of negative energy states and extraction of the energy from the
black hole can be extended with no limit [61,119].
We thus consider splitting of the 1st particle (generally positively charged, but its neutrality is not
excluded) onto two charged particles, the 2nd one having a positive charge and the 3rd one having a
negative charge. If one of the particles (say the 3rd one) has a negative canonical energy E3 < 0, then
the second one should have the canonical energy E2 > E1 due to an extraction of the black hole energy
because of the capture of the 3rd particle. The process of the split of the 1st particle into the 2nd and
3rd ones is governed by the conservation of the electric charge
q1 = q2 + q3 ,

(140)

and the conservation of the canonical momenta
π α (1) = π α (2) + π α (3) .

(141)
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The orbital motion of the charged particles can be characterized by their angular velocity related to the
static observers at infinity given by the relation
Ω=

dφ
uφ
= t.
dt
u

(142)

The angular velocity of the charged particles is restricted by the null vector limits on the 4-momentum
pα that are given by the metric coefficients due to the relation
Ω± =

q

1 
2 −g g
− gtφ ± gtφ
tt φφ .
gφφ

(143)

The canonical (conserved) energy of the 2nd, escaping particle can be expressed in the form [39]

where
χ=

E2 = χ( E1 + q1 At ) − q2 At ,

(144)

Ω 1 − Ω 3 X2
,
Ω 2 − Ω 3 X1

(145)

Xi = gtt + Ωi gtφ ,

where Ωi (Xi ) is the angular velocity (the velocity factor) of the i-th particle. The MPP requires the
electromagnetic term −q2 At to be positive and playing dominant role. For q2 > 0 and B > 0, a > 0 the
condition −q2 At < 0 is satisfied due to definition of At , its dominant role is guaranteed by large values
of the magnetic parameter B . Escape to infinity is realized through the chaotic scattering process [33].
The energy of the second particle (e.g., proton) E2 = pt2 + qAt can be thus very large, while
energy of the third particle E3 = pt3 − qAt can be negative with very large magnitude (or vice versa,
for dependence on the orientation of the magnetic field lines). The process of the chaotic scattering,
discussed in [33], then guarantees that the highly energetic second particle escapes to infinity along
the magnetic field lines; the third particle with large negative energy is immediately captured by the
black hole, as demonstrated in Figure 16.
The same MPP process of charged particle acceleration is demonstrated in Figures 17 and 18,
but for different values of magnetic field parameter B . We can see no particle escape in the case of low
magnetic field B parameter (Figure 17) while escape with large velocity in the case of high magnetic
field B parameter (Figure 18).
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Figure 16. Particle acceleration in the vicinity of a magnetized rotating black hole —1st neutral particle
(black, neutron) has been located on accretion disk inner edge, decaying into two charged particles, 2nd
(blue, proton), and 3rd (red, electron). While the 3rd particle (red) is trapped with large negative energy
on orbits around black hole, the 2nd (blue) gets large energy due to the so-called chaotic scattering
escapes along the magnetic field line.
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Figure 17. Similar situation as in Figure 16, but here the magnetic field parameter B parameter is too
small and the second particle will not escape.
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Figure 18. Similar situation as in Figure 16, but here the magnetic field parameter B parameter is bigger
and the second particle will escape with ultra-relativistic velocity.
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3.5.1. Efficiency of the Magnetic Penrose Process and Its Three Regimes
The efficiency of the MPP is defined in the standard way relating the gained and input energies
η=

− E3
E2 − E1
=
,
E1
E1

implying the relation
ηMPP = χ − 1 +

χq1 At − q2 At
.
E1

(146)

(147)

All the quantities are taken at the splitting point; the angular velocity of the particles created by the
splitting process is restricted by the relation
Ω− ≤ Ω ≤ Ω+ .

(148)

The limiting cases govern the maximal possible efficiency of the process.
The MPP can enter three regimes demonstrating substantially different efficiency. The first, low
efficiency regime, corresponds to the original Penrose process involving only electrically neutral
particles (or vanishing electromagnetic field). In this case, the maximal efficiency can be established
using the limiting values of the angular velocity and reads [80]
ηPP(max) =

√

2−1
∼ 0.207.
2

(149)

Note that in this low efficiency regime the efficiency is even lower than the efficiency of the Keplerian
accretion process for near-extreme Kerr black holes (η ∼ 0.427) [120], or the near-extreme Kerr naked
singularities (η ∼ 1.573) [47,48].
The second, moderate regime of the MPP corresponds to the situation when the electromagnetic
q
forces are dominant, i.e., the condition | m At | >> |ut | is satisfied. In the moderate regime, the efficiency
is approximately determined by the relation
mod
η MPP
∼

q2
−1
q1

(150)

that operates while q2 > q1 ; the gravitationally induced electric field of the black hole is thus
neutralized. The moderate regime of the MPP is close to the Blandford–Znajek process [42];
both processes are driven by the quadrupole electric field generated due to twisting the magnetic
field lines because of the spacetime frame dragging, and restricted by global neutrality of the plasma
surrounding the black hole [38].
The third, extremely efficient regime corresponds to ionization of neutral matter and its efficiency
is dominated by the term
q
extr
ηMPP
∼ 2 At .
(151)
m1
In the extreme regime of the MPP, an enormous increase of the efficiency is possible, giving enormous
extr ∼ 1010 if the
energy to escaping particles. In such a case, the efficiency can be as large as ηMPP
magnetic field is sufficiently large and the rotating black hole is supermassive. For such extremely
large efficiency, the black hole rotation is necessary, but, contrary to the Blandford–Znajek process, it is
not necessary to have a near-extreme black hole. The dependence of the particle energy reflecting the
efficiency on the black hole mass and the spin and the magnetic parameter is illustrated in Figure 19.
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Figure 19. Creation of Ultra-High-Energy Cosmic Rays. The left figure demonstrates the dependence
of energy of protons accelerated by the MPP in the field of magnetized supermassive black hole with
fixed mass in dependence on its spin and the intensity of the magnetic field. The right figure reflects
a decrease of the proton energy due to the radiation reaction force working during its long-distance
motion in weak intergalactic magnetic field with strength B ∼ 10−5 G. Notice that the energy decrease
is similar to those related to the GZK process.

The critical point for the extreme regime of the MPP process is the electric neutrality of the
incident particle that should reach the region very close to the horizon where the acceleration can
be efficient and space free of matter enabling, thus the charged particle escapes to infinity after its
chaotic scattering. Notice that the case of the ionized Keplerian disks fulfills well these conditions, as
we can write
π α (1) = π α (2) + π α (3) ,

pα(1) = pα(2) + qAα + pα(3) − qAα ,

m (1) ≥ m (2) + m (3) ,

0 = q (2) + q (3) ,

(152)
(153)

and, using the assumption that the third particle has mass much smaller than the second one,
m (1) ∼ m (2)  m (3) ,

(154)

p α (1) ∼ p α (2)  p α (3) .

(155)

we can assume
The MPP is simplest for the ionized Keplerian disks as the splitting electrically neutral particles
follow purely circular orbits. In this case, the 2nd particle is escaping with large canonical energy
E(2) = pt(2) − q(2) At , while the 3rd particle is captured with large negative energy E(3) = pt(3) −
q (3) A t = p t (3) + q (2) A t .
Moreover, the MPP combined with the process of chaotic scattering transmuting the nearly
circular motion of charged particles of the ionized Keplerian disks orbiting the magnetized Kerr black
holes to the linear motion along the magnetic field lines parallel to the black hole axis, can well serve
as a simple model of creation of strongly relativistic jets observed in many active galactic nuclei and
quasars—the external magnetic field serves as a catalyst for the acceleration of the created charged
particles and extraction of the rotational energy due to captured negative-energy charged particle,
and simultaneously the magnetic field lines orthogonal to the disk plane could serve as an efficient
collimator of the particle motion. In the regions of very low density located under the inner edge of
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the equatorial accretion disk, the charged particles having the highest possible energy could survive
their travel to the distant observers, being held by the magnetic field lines very close to the black hole
rotation axis.
Using the exact expressions for the electromagnetic potential of the asymptotically uniform
magnetic field in the vicinity of the Kerr black hole, we obtain for the splitting process in the equatorial
plane the efficiency of the MPP in the extreme regime in the form (using now the standard units)
extr
ηMPP
=

 q GBMa
1 q
2
rs /rsp − 1 +
2
m1 c4


1−

rs
2rsp


,

(156)

where B is the magnetic field intensity, rs = 2GM/c2 is the static limit radius (boundary of the
ergosphere) at the equatorial plane, and rsp is the radius of the splitting point located between the
black hole horizon and the stationary limit radius. The first geometrical term reflects the efficiency of
the Penrose process and reaches maximum of ηPP = 0.207. The relevant one is the second term giving
contribution of the electromagnetic acceleration—this term exceeds the “annihilation” value of η = 1
in the case of electrons accelerated by a stellar mass black holes with magnetic field B ∼ mG. Clearly,
it must be enormously large for the supermassive black holes and strong magnetic fields. We also
see directly that the Penrose process governed by the first part of the RHS of the equation giving the
extreme regime efficiency is restricted to the ergosphere, i.e., close vicinity of the black hole horizon,
while the electromagnetic part is not, as the effective ergosphere has no limit in this case. This fact
enhances the astrophysical applicability and relevance of the MPP.
In order to make a comparison of the moderate and extreme efficient MPP, we consider two
similar splitting processes that occur around a Kerr black hole of mass M = 10M and spin a = 0.8,
immersed in a magnetic field of intensity B = 104 G. The processes are represented by electron loss by
a charged and uncharged Helium atom:
He → α(He++ ) + 2e− ,

He+ → α(He++ ) + e− .

(157)

Then, the efficiency of the extremely efficient MPP reads
extr
ηHe
= 2.4 × 103 ,

(158)

mod
ηHe
+ = 0.99.

(159)

while, for the moderate MPP, we obtain

Clearly, the split charged particles give efficiency only of the order 1, while significantly higher
efficiency can be obtained for electrically neutral particles reaching in our case order of 103 —we can
immediately see that, for supermassive black holes observed in some galaxies to have mass M ∼
extr ∼ 1012 [39].
1010 M with surrounding magnetic field B ∼ 104 G, the efficiency can grow up to ηMPP
If the MPP is related to ionized Keplerian disks in connection with the chaotic scattering process,
we can conclude that, in the case of magnetized rotating black holes, it can lead to creation of jets
escaping to infinity with high velocities due to the extraction of rotational energy of the black holes
because of the captured electrons of high negative energy, being thus a basic process for more complex
Blandford–Znajek processes [38]. If the ionized disk is orbiting a non-rotating black hole (or slowly
rotating black hole surrounded by a weak magnetic field), the MPP processes generate winds that
are not escaping to infinity, with energy coming from the rotational energy of the orbiting matter
(representing the Payne–Blandford process [121]). Note that the transmutation of the rotational energy
of the matter originally orbiting in the Keplerian disk is present also in formation of jets due to the
chaotic scattering process, but the energy related to this transmutation of energy of the orbital motion
to the energy of the translational motion is small in comparison with those corresponding to the
acceleration by the electromagnetic field.

Universe 2020, 6, 26

53 of 75

3.5.2. Ultra-High Energy Cosmic Rays as Products of MPP in the Extreme Regime
The cosmic rays are detected with large extension of the particle energy. The cosmic rays are
usually constituted by high-energy protons or ions; observed isotropic distribution indicates an
extra-Galactic origin and the model of their creation is under long debate. Of special interest are
observations of the Ultra-High-Energy Cosmic Rays (UHECRs) corresponding to particles having the
energy E > 1018 eV—occasionally, even particles with energy exceeding E > 1021 eV are observed,
overcoming the GZK limit of 1019 eV due to interaction with the cosmic microwave background.
Now, we have to estimate applicability of our acceleration MPP model to explain the UHECRs
reaching in the case of observed protons or ions the energy E ∼ 1020 eV related to the GZK limit of
E ∼ 1019.7 eV connected to the interactions with photons of the cosmic microwave radiation, and
reaching in some exceptional case even the energies overcoming E ∼ 1021 eV. Recall that the energy
loss determined by the GZK-cutoff restricts strongly the distance of sources giving cosmic rays with
energy overcoming this energy cutoff putting the limiting distance to l ∼ 100 Mpc [122]. The results
obtained by the Pierre Auger Observatory indicate correlation of the arrival direction of the ultra-high
energy particles with E > 1020 eV to the active galactic nuclei at the distances lower than 100 Mpc.
Considering the MPP creating protons due to the neutron beta decay, or ions because of the
ionization of electrically neutral atoms starting at H through He up to Fe, we are able to explain the
UHECR energies quite naturally for magnetized supermassive black holes. The maximum of the
energy of a charged particle created in the MPP working in the extremely efficiency regime can be
predicted in a precise way to be given (in physical units) as
EMPP = 1.3 × 1021 eV

q m p aB
M
.
4
10
e m 10 G 10 M

(160)

This dependence is illustrated in Figure 19. Clearly, the protons with energy E > 1021 eV can be created
even by mildly spinning (say a ∼ 0.8) supermassive black holes with mass M = 1010 M immersed in
magnetic field of strength B = 104 G. The maximum energy corresponding to ions generated in the
vicinity of the given black hole is slightly modified, being lowered according to the the ratio of proton
mass and the mass of considered ions.
A special position in generation of the high-energy particles observed by the Pierre Auger
Observatory has to be related to the Galaxy center SgrA* black hole—as this is the closest supermassive
black hole, the particles accelerated in its vicinity have to observed frequently. Its mass is determined
by observations of stars orbiting around the black hole to be MSgrA∗ ∼ 4.14 × 106 M [123], its
spin is estimated to be aSgrA∗ ∼ 0.5 [124], and the magnetic field in its vicinity is estimated to be
B ∼ 10 G [125] but an increase by one order to 100 G is possible [86]. Therefore, the maximal energy
of protons generated near the horizon of SgrA* black hole can be expressed in the form
Ep−SgrA∗ = 1015.6 eV

M
q mp B a
.
e m 100G 0.5 4.14 × 106 M

(161)

It is quite interesting that this value just coincides with the so-called knee of the energy spectrum in
the observed data, located at Eknee ∼ 1015.6 eV, where the number of the observed particle flux is
significantly suppressed, indicating existence of a strong single source located at a relatively short
distance. The MPP applied to the SgrA* thus indicates an idea to relate the model to the knee of the
UHECR data at E ∼ 1015.6 eV. This idea requires a detailed study related to statistics and directionality
of data connected with the knee. We can also note that the maximal proton energy EMPP ∼ 1019 eV
can be generated around the supermassive black hole in the M87 galaxy having mass M = 7 × 109 M
and magnetic field strength B = 102 .
If protons can be accelerated to the maximal energy E ∼ 1021 eV, in the case of accelerated
electrons, we could obtain energy larger by the factor of m p /me ∼ 1820, i.e., as high as 1024 eV that
is not observed. Explanation of this fact will be presented in the next section, being based on the
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efficiency of the deceleration of the charged particle motion due to back-reaction to the electromagnetic
(synchrotron) radiation of the charged particles in the magnetic field near the black hole, or all the
way along its way to the observer. A question arises as to whether the MPP acceleration model
could be related to neutron stars, especially magnetars. In fact, some estimates can be made, as we
have demonstrated in [10] that the ionization process in vicinity of a given radius r is similar for the
asymptotically uniform (Wald) magnetic field and the dipole magnetic field that can be relevant for
magnetars. Furthermore, the internal and external gravitational field of neutron stars can be modeled
for a slow rotation neutron star by exact general relativistic numerical codes, e.g., LORENE [126,127],
or by approximative Hartle–Thorne models where both internal and external geometry is constructed
as perturbative modification of the spherically symmetric static solutions considered to the 2nd order
of angular velocity of the star assumed to be in rigid rotation [128]. The external Hartle–Thorne
geometry can be then characterized by mass M, angular momentum J and quadrupole moment Q.
It has been shown that the exact numerical models and external Hartle–Thorne geometry give very
similar spacetime structure for models with dimensionless spin a = J/M2 = 0.4 and can be thus
applied to almost all of the observed neutron stars [129–131]. The external Hartle–Thorne geometry
exactly corresponds to the Kerr geometry, if the dimensionless quadrupole moment q ≡ QM/J 2 = 1,
and they can be very close if q ≤ 2 [131,132]. The neutron star with q ≤ 2 are very massive and compact
stars, near the maximum mass allowed by considered equation of state. For such massive neutron
stars, the Kerr geometry can be applied and, due to the rotational effect, the quadrupole electric field is
generated in relation to the magnetic dipole field that can serve in the MPP analogously to Kerr black
hole case. There, the energy E ∼ 1021 eV could be obtained by protons near the rotating massive
magnetars, as their mass decrease of 10 orders to M ∼ 2M is just compensated by increase of the
magnetic strength to 1014 G, but, in this case, the radiation back-reaction is even much more efficient in
comparison with the case of supermassive black holes with substantially weaker magnetic fields.
3.5.3. Synchrotron Radiation of Accelerated Charged Particles
Any charged particle moving in an electromagnetic field emits synchrotron radiation [133],
causing the appearance of the back-reaction force which can significantly affect its motion. In order
to detect the ultra-high energy charged particles (protons, ions, or electrons) by observers at large
distances from the magnetized black holes, the back-reaction force effect along the particle trajectory
has to be small or negligible. We thus now estimate the back-reaction of the synchrotron radiation in
the vicinity of the magnetized black hole where the magnetic field strength is comparable to those at the
splitting point. We thus study the charged particle motion in the combined magnetic and gravitational
µ
fields, including the influence of the radiation reaction force f R in addition to the standard Lorentz
force. In the non-relativistic limit, the back-reaction force related to the synchrotron radiation is given
3q2

2 α

by the formula f R = 2m ddτu2 , and this force must satisfy the condition of orthogonality to the 4-velocity,
µ
i.e., f R uµ = 0. The covariant form of the back-reaction force vector takes the form
µ
fR

2q2
=
3m



d2 u µ
d2 u ν
µ
+
u
u
ν
dτ 2
dτ 2


.

(162)

In the framework of relativistic physics, the charged particle motion is governed by the
Lorentz–Dirac equation reflecting through the Lorentz force the direct influence of the external
electromagnetic fields, and, through the related radiation–reaction force, the influence of the
synchrotron radiation generating a secondary electromagnetic field—the radiation back-reaction
force arises from the radiative field of the charged particle. In general form, the equations of motion
take the form
Duµ
µ
µ
= q̃F ν uν + q̃F ν uν .
(163)
dτ
The first term on the right-hand side of Equation (163) is the Lorentz force related to the electromagnetic
tensor Fµν of the external electromagnetic field, here assumed to be an asymptotically uniform magnetic
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field, the second term is the back-reaction self-force related with the radiative field Fµν = Aν,µ − Aµ,ν
of the moving charged particle. The vector potential of the particle self-electromagnetic field satisfies
the wave equation
µ
Aµ − R ν Aν = −4πjµ ,
(164)
µ

where  = gµν Dµ Dν , and Dµ is the covariant differentiation, R ν is the Ricci tensor of the spacetime.
The vector potential of the self-field can be expressed as a retarded solution of Equation (164)

Aµ ( x ) = q

Z

µ

G+λ ( x, z(τ ))uλ dτ;

(165)

µ

G+λ is the retarded Green function, integration is taken along the worldline of the particle z(τ ), thus
uµ (τ ) = dzµ (τ )/dτ [134].
For curved spacetimes, the fully general relativistic form of the dynamics of a radiating charged
particle was introduced in [135] and completed in terms of tetrad formalism in [136]. The explicit form
of Equation (163) in curved spacetimes takes the form


Duµ
D2 uν
2q2 D2 uµ
µ ν
µ
+ u uν
= q̃F ν u +
dτ
3m
dτ 2
dτ 2


2
2
2q µν
q
µ
R λ u λ + R νλ u ν u λ u µ +
f
uν ;
+
3m
m tail

(166)

the last term of Equation (166) is the so-called tail integral governed by the Green function [134,136]
µν

f tail =

Z τ −0+
−∞

 0
ν]
D [µ G+λ0 z(τ ), z(τ 0 ) uλ dτ 0 .

(167)

The tail integral is calculated over the past history of the charged particle—primes indicate its prior
positions—all the other quantities are evaluated at its current position z(τ ). The Ricci tensor vanishes
in the vacuum spacetimes, as is the case of Kerr spacetime, so the terms containing the Ricci tensor
are irrelevant in our considerations. The “tail” integral in (166) implies that the radiation reaction in
curved spacetimes has non-local nature, as the charged particle motion depends on its whole history,
not solely on its current state. The radiation field Fµν in Equation (163) of the moving charged particle
interacts with the spacetime curvature being reflected back to the particle due to the curvature barrier,
with a time delay governed by the tail integral (166). The radiated electromagnetic field of a charged
particle thus carries information about the particle history.
The relevance of the tail term can be estimated (see [137,138] and subsequent papers). For a particle
with the charge q and mass m, the ratio of the tail force Ftail ∼ GMq2 /(r3 c2 ) to the Newton-force
FN ∼ GMm/r2 in the vicinity of a black hole (r ∼ r H = 2GM/c2 ) of the stellar mass M ∼ 10M is
 q 2  m 
Ftail
q2
e
∼
∼ 10−19
FN
mMG
e
m



10M
M


,

(168)

where e and me are the charge and the mass of an electron, while, for supermassive black holes (SMBH)
(M ∼ 109 M ), this ratio is even by eight orders lower. Therefore, in situations corresponding to
the non-relativistic, or moderately relativistic motion with the Lorentz factor smaller than unity, the
tail term can be surely neglected. The analysis of the cases with the relativistic or ultra-relativistic
motion with the Lorentz factor larger or much larger than unity [139,140] implies the conclusion that
for any particle moving with relativistic velocity the tail term is negligible in comparison with the
electromagnetic radiation reaction force [36].
Therefore, the equation of motion (166) can be reduced to the form of the covariant Lorentz–Dirac
equation:
Duµ
µ
µ
= q̃F ν uν + f R ,
(169)
dτ
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with the radiation reaction force
µ
fR

2q2
=
3m



D2 uν
D2 uµ
µ
+
u
u
ν
dτ 2
dτ 2


.

(170)

Using the four-acceleration aµ = Duµ /dτ, we can rewrite the term D2 uµ /dτ 2 in the form
Daµ
daµ
D2 uµ
µ
≡
=
+ Γαβ uα a β ,
2
dτ
dτ
dτ



 β
d duµ
µ α β
β ρ σ
µ α du
=
+ Γαβ u u + Γαβ u
+ Γρσ u u ,
dτ dτ
dτ
!
µ
β
∂Γαβ
d2 u µ
µ du
µ β ρ σ
γ β
u u + 3Γαβ
+
+ Γαβ Γρσ u u uα .
=
∂x γ
dτ
dτ 2
(171)
The Lorentz–Dirac equations are plagued by the runaway solutions [36]—these can be avoided
by reducing the order of the differential equations. Applying the covariant derivative with respect to
the proper time to both sides of the Lorentz equation, we arrive at
DF αβ
D2 uα
β
=
q̃
u β uµ + q̃2 F αβ F µ uµ .
µ
2
dx
dτ

(172)

Then, we obtain the radiation reaction force in the form
f Rα
with

= kq̃

DF αβ
dx µ
DF αβ
dx µ

u u + q̃
β µ

=

∂F αβ
∂x µ



β
F αβ F µ

+

Fµν F νσ uσ uα

+ Γαµν F νβ − Γνβµ F αν .



!
u

µ

,

(173)

(174)

Equations (169) and (173) represent the covariant form of the Landau–Lifshitz equations.
Detailed analysis of the particular case of the motion of charged particles around a Schwarzschild
black hole immersed into an external asymptotically uniform magnetic field was presented in [36],
where the equations of motion are given in separated form and the results of their numerical integration
are obtained in typical situations; the special case of the widening of circular orbits was discussed
in [37]. Effect of radiation reaction on charged particle dynamic around rotating Kerr black hole can
be seen in Figure 20. Here, we summarize the implications for the covariant energy and axial angular
momentum due to the radiation force.
The energy-momentum radiated by a charged particle is determined by the integral of the
radiation reaction force along the particle worldline. In the flat spacetime, the radiated four momentum
of a particle with charge q is given by dPµ /dτ = 32 q2 aα aα uµ [133]. In curved spacetimes, the
synchrotron radiation has been studied in [141,142] using covariant form of the flat space results;
the problem has been revisited recently in [143]—however, without consideration of the radiation
reaction force.
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Figure 20. Representative comparison of trajectories of non-radiating (first line) and radiating (second
line) charged particles around rotating Kerr black hole in a magnetic field. Initial conditions in both
cases are chosen to be same and shown in the second row plots. The starting point is indicated by
black dot. A radiating charged particle will radiate away its dynamical energy related to the Larmor
precession and escape to infinity along magnetic field line aligned with the z-axis.

The evolution of the particular four-momentum components of the particle influenced by the
radiation reaction force is governed by Equations (169) and (173). Restricting for simplification to the
equatorial motion, the energy loss can be given as [36]



dE
uφ
= −2kB 2BE 3 − E 2B f +
,
dτ
r

(175)

and the rate of the angular momentum loss reads




dL
= 4B 2 kuφ f 2 (ut )2 − f − 2ur uφ r − 4B 2 k2 + 2r B ur .
dτ

(176)

Detailed study of the energy and angular momentum losses implied by numerical integration of the
equations of motion with the radiation reaction term, without the restriction to the equatorial plane, is
presented in [36]. Here, we concentrate on the case of damping of ultra-high energy particles.
3.5.4. Proton and Electron Energy after Leaving the Vicinity of Magnetized Black Holes
For ultra-high-energy relativistic particles, with E  1, the most relevant contribution to the
energy loss is given by the first term in square brackets of (175). The crucial information is given by
the relaxation time τ required for decay of the radial oscillatory motion of a charged particle due to the
radiation reaction force. Of course, its calculation is relevant only when the radiation reaction is not
leading to the particle fall into the black hole, i.e., for particles escaping or oscillating near the circular
orbit. The rate of the energy loss can be related to the relaxation time as

Ė =

E f − Ei
,
τ

(177)
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where Ei (E f ) denote the initial (final) energy of the particle. For ultrarelativistic particles, with velocity
v ∼ c, the energy loss is governed by the first term of the expression (175), which gives
dE
= −4B 2 k E 3 .
dτ

(178)

Its solution can be expressed in analytic form

E (τ ) = q

Ei

1 + 8B 2 k Ei2 τ

,

(179)

with Ei being the initial energy. The relaxation time τ governed by (179), related to the final energy E f ,
can be expressed as
2
2
1 Ei − E f
τ=
.
(180)
4k B 2 Ei2 E 2f
For the case of epicyclic oscillatory motion around non-rotating black holes [31], we can
easily estimate the relaxation time required for decrease of the maximal energy at the bounded
(unstable circular) orbit corresponding to the maximum of the effective potential to the lowest energy
corresponding to the minimum of the effective potential at the stable circular orbit. Therefore, we
identify the energy limits such that Ei = E+ and Ei = E− , where the energy E+ (E+ ) corresponds to the
unstable (stable) circular orbit and is given by
2
E±
=

rf2
(r − 3)2



r − 3 + 2B 2 r 3 f ± 2B r

q


r − 3 + B 2 r4 f 2 ,

(181)

where the signs correspond to the maximal and minimal energy of a particle at the circular orbit, and
f = 1 − 2/r is the lapse function. The difference between E+ and E− can be large for large values
of the magnetic parameter B , representing the charged particles accelerated up to ultrarelativistic
velocities [31,33]. For large values of B , the locations of the effective potential extrema giving the stable
E
E
and unstable circular orbits are very close [31]; therefore, we can assume rmax
≈ rmin
= r and the
relaxation time can be expressed in the form
p

τmax =

r − 3 + B 2 f 2 r4
.
k B (1 + 4B 2 r 2 ) f 2

(182)

For large values of the magnetic parameter B , we can simplify Equation (182) to the simple form
τmax ≈

1
,
k B 2 f (r )

B  1.

(183)

We see that, due to presence of the lapse function, the relaxation time increases while the radius r
approaches the black hole horizon, i.e., the decay of the oscillatory motion is slower if the particle
is orbiting closer to the black hole. However, for insight into astrophysical processes, the factors
characterizing the moving particle are crucial: the black hole parameters and the magnetic field
strength.
To relate our models to realistic astrophysical scenarios, we estimate the relevant parameters—first
the magnetic interaction parameter B governing the acceleration of particles, then the relaxation time
τ governing the decay of the particle energy.
Restoring the world constants, the dimensionless parameter B reflecting the relative influence of
the gravitational and magnetic fields on the charged particle motion takes the form

B=

|q| BGM
.
2me c4

(184)
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The characteristic values of the magnetic fields near the stellar mass and supermassive black holes are
B ∼ 108 G for M = 10M , and B ∼ 104 G for M = 109 M [144,145]. For electrons, we thus find

BBH ≈ 4.32 × 1010

BSMBH ≈ 4.32 × 10

14

for M = 10M ,
9

for M = 10 M .

(185)
(186)

As a relevant example, we can consider the vicinity of the supermassive black hole at the Galaxy center
SgrA*. The equipartition strength of the magnetic field near the Milky Way center is established to
be of tens of Gauss ([146]). Moreover, the multi-frequency measurements of pulsar orbiting near the
Galaxy Center [86] demonstrate existence of a strong magnetic field of a few hundred Gauss near the
black hole event horizon. The mass of the SgrA* black hole candidate is estimated to be 4.2 × 106 M
(for more details about Sgr A*, see [125]). Thus, the magnetic parameter B for the electrons orbiting
the SgrA* black hole can be estimated as

BSgrA∗ ≈

|e| BGM
≈ 1.86 × 1010 .
2me c4

(187)

For protons, the values of B in (185)–(187) are lowered by the factor m p /me ≈ 1836. The extremely
large values of the parameter B in realistic astrophysical scenarios imply that the effects of magnetic
field on the dynamics of charged particles play a crucial role.
The influence of the radiation reaction force on damping of the charged particle energy is
represented by the relaxation time τ containing along with the magnetic parameter (B) also the
parameter k expressed in dimensionless form in terms of the particle parameters and black hole mass
k=

2 q2
.
3 mGM

(188)

The parameter k is much lower than the magnetic parameter B in realistic situations. For example, in
the case of electrons orbiting stellar mass and supermassive black holes, we obtain
kBH ∼ 10−19

kSMBH ∼ 10

−27

for M = 10M ,
9

for M = 10 M .

(189)
(190)

For example, electrons orbiting the Sgr A* black hole have kSgrA∗ ∼ 10−25 . For protons orbiting in the
same conditions as electrons, the k parameter is lower by the factor m p /me ≈ 1836, similarly to the
case of the magnetic parameter B .
Although the values of the parameter k are very low as compared with values of the parameter
B , the damping of the particle energy due to the radiation reaction force can be very strong because
the relaxation time depends quadratically on the magnetic parameter B that can be extremely large
around magnetized black holes. In Table 5, we present results of calculations of the relaxation time
for electrons and protons orbiting in the same conditions a black hole, assuming uniform magnetic
fields with values of the magnetic field strength B covering large variety of situations relevant in
astrophysics. We can confront these results with the particle orbital timescale τc for the stellar mass
and supermassive black holes—assuming the ISCO, we obtain
τc ∼ 10−3 s,
4

τc ∼ 10 s,

for M = 10M ,
9

for M = 10 M .

(191)
(192)

For the widely discussed Sgr A* supermassive black hole, we find the electron decay time ∼ 104 s,
while the orbit time at ISCO takes the value ∼ 103 s, i.e., the timescale of the energy decrease is in this
case by one order larger than the orbital time.
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Table 5. Energy decay times of electrons (τe ) and protons (τp ) orbiting a black hole immersed in a
uniform magnetic field with values of B characteristic for various astrophysical situations.
B (Gauss)

τe (s)

τp (s)

1015

10−22

10−12
10−6
102
1010
101
1028

1012
108
104
1
10−5

10−16
10−8
1
108
1018

We can see that, with dependence on the astrophysical conditions and the type of the charged
particle, the relaxation time of energy decay covers an extremely large range. We can immediately see
that the differences between the characteristic relaxation times for electrons and protons differ very
strongly—due to the large ratio of their masses, m p /me ≈ 1836, and the dependence
τ∼

m3
,
q4 B2

(193)

we find the enormous value of the ratio τp /τe ∼ 1010 . We can thus see that electrons are in fixed
conditions accelerated with efficiency ∼ 103 larger than protons, but their energy decays with efficiency
∼ 1010 larger than proton energy. Similarly, the energy due to acceleration by the electromagnetic
field depends linearly on B, but decay of the energy due to radiative reaction force depends on B2 .
Therefore, charged particles can be accelerated to the same energy around supermassive black holes
with M ∼ 1010 M immersed in the field of B ∼ 105 G, and magnetars with M ∼ M immersed in
the field of B ∼ 1015 G, but, around such magnetars, the particles’ energy decays with efficiency 1010
higher so we cannot see the extremely energetic particles coming from magnetars, but we can see
them in the case of supermassive black holes. As can be seen from relation (193), the differences in the
acceleration and energy decay processes can be important also in the case of ions—in this case, the
modifications of the various ion mass in relation to the proton mass can be relevant in estimations of
the acceleration and energy decay processes, but also the degree of ionization can make an important
contribution to the outcomes of these processes.
We expect that the imprints of the acceleration MPP and the related energy decay process,
determined by conditions around the magnetized black hole, along with the energy decay processes
connected with the intergalactic travel of the ultra-high energy protons and ions, could give relevant
information enabling localization of the sources of such particles, if the observational data are sufficient.
An elementary test of this kind is calculation of the energy decay due to the radiation reaction forces
for ultra-high energy (E > 1020 eV) charged particles moving in very large distances through a very
weak magnetic field of B ∼ 10−5 eV representing an intergalactic field—the results demonstrate that
the particle energy E < 1021 eV can survive to distance l ∼ 100 Mpc, which is comparable to the
distance corresponding to the so-called GZK limit; on the other hand, the particle energy E ∼ 1022 eV
can survive to the distance l ∼ 10 Mpc [39].
One can estimate the timescale of the decay of charged particle oscillations. Typical orders of
magnitude of the oscillation decay time of an electron and proton orbiting black hole are given in
Table 5. It is interesting to note that, for protons (and ions), the decay time of oscillations is much
less than for electrons, by the factor of (m p /me )3 ∼ 1010 . We conclude that the radiation reaction
of electrons is relevant for plausible magnetic fields providing realistic energy decay times, while
radiation reaction of protons (and ions) can be relevant only in the presence of magnetic fields much
stronger than those corresponding to black holes, e.g., in the vicinity of neutron stars, especially
magnetars. For the case of supermassive black holes with external magnetic field strong enough to
create the ultra-high energetic particles, the radiation reaction force causes only negligible energy
decays in the case of protons and ions, but the energy decay is significant for electrons. Such ultra-high
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energetic particles can also keep their energy on the distances ∼ 100 Mpc, comparable with limiting
distance implied by the GZK process. We can thus conclude that magnetized supermassive rotating
black holes can serve as a simple explanation of UHECRs.
3.6. Charged Fluid Structures Circling around Magnetized Compact Objects
Existence of the off-equatorial circular orbits in the background of magnetized black holes or
magnetized neutron stars with external asymptotically uniform or dipole magnetic fields [17,21,26,147,148]
inspired the idea of investigation of the possible existence of charged off-equatorial, the so-called
“levitating”, toroidal structures orbiting around magnetized compact objects.
Usually, the charged fluids are considered as a plasma constituted by protons (ions) and
electrons, treated in the approximation of infinite conductivity. On the other hand, in our previous
works [18,19,43,82], the idea of modeling charged fluid tori in the opposite limit—the limit of zero
conductivity, was introduced. Assuming the Kerr (Schwarzschild) black hole backgrounds and the
uniform or dipole external magnetic fields are weak enough to have a negligible effect on the spacetime
structure, it was shown that the equatorial charged fluid tori are able to form complex structures
demonstrating phenomena interesting from the astrophysical and observational points of view; in some
cases, the charged non-conducting tori can constitute even double equatorial toroidal structures that
can be accompanied by the off-equatorial ones or by the cloud formations [18,19].12 It is interesting that
the off-equatorial tori having sufficiently low density can be considered as collision-less plasma [151]
as well. Let us stress that the charged fluid tori were constructed also under the assumption of rigid
rotation, contrary to the standard fluid tori assumed with differential rotation that is, for simplicity,
constructed with the uniform distribution of the specific angular momentum [5,40]. Here, we introduce
a short summary of the theory and properties of the charged non-conducting tori, both equatorial and
off-equatorial.
3.6.1. Model of Non-Conducting Charged Fluid Tori
We start with the general formulation of the charged fluid model and introduce its formulation in
the special case of the charged fluids with vanishing conductivity. The charged fluid model provides
us with a basic description of fluid with charge density qρ , energy density e, and pressure p profiles
orbiting in a prescribed background gravitational gαβ , and electromagnetic, Fαβ = ∇α A β − ∇ β Aα ,
fields. As the fundamental assumptions of the model, the considered background fields must
simultaneously embody the axial symmetry and stationarity, and the charged fluid configurations
are conditioned to be the test configurations from the general relativistic point of view, being
thus sufficiently low-mass and weakly-charged, not influencing the background gravitational field
(spacetime). Under such conditions, the fluid–flow equations can be revealed from the general
energy-momentum conservation law, ∇ β T αβ = 0, where the energy-momentum tensor
T

αβ

= (e + p)U U + pg
α

β

αβ

1
+
4π



F αγ F βγ

1
− Fγδ F γδ gαβ
4


(194)

describes the charged fluid with negligible viscosity and heat conduction. The general electromagnetic
αβ
part of this tensor consists of the Faraday tensor, F αβ = F αβ + Fself , where the background and self
electromagnetic components satisfy the Maxwell equations

∇ β F αβ = 0,

12

αβ

∇ β Fself = 4π J α ,

(195)

Note that the double or multi-toroidal structures can be constructed also in the model of uncharged hydrodynamical tori,
in the framework of the so-called ringed accretion disks mixing relatively counter-rotating tori that could be created during
evolution of accretion structures in active galactic nuclei [6–8,149,150].
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with the four-current density field of the fluid J α satisfying the general Ohm law
J α = qρ U α + σF αβ Uβ .

(196)

In the commonly accepted and applied approach of the so-called force-free models with the condition
F αβ Uβ = 0 fulfilled, the infinite conductivity σ → ∞ is assumed. In our model of non-conductive
(“dielectric”) charged fluid tori, or, precisely saying, in the model of charged fluid tori with the only
convective transport of charge, we abandon the second term in the Ohm law. This approach reflects
the assumption that the charges are fixed to the rotating matter.13
3.6.2. Balance Equations of the Fluid
We summarize now the basic features of the charged fluid model. The elementary charges in
the fluid are adherent to the fluid elements, i.e., we assume that conductivity σ = 0; the charged
elements are uniformly circling in the azimuthal direction, i.e., the 4-velocity field U α = (U t , 0, 0, U φ )
αβ
and U α 6= U α (t, φ). Presuming the electromagnetically test fluid, Fself  F αβ , the fluid–flow pressure
balance equations given by the energy-momentum conservation law take the form
∂r p
∂θ p

= −( p + e)R◦ + qρ R∗ ≡ R,
= −( p + e)T◦ + qρ T∗ ≡ T.

(197)

We denote the right-hand sides of these equations governing the pressure gradients guaranteeing the
fluid balance as R = R(r, θ ) and T = T(r, θ ), and we separate them into two parts—the basic pure
hydrodynamical and the additional magneto-hydrodynamical ones, which are given by the relations
Ω∂r `
,
1 − Ω`
Ω∂θ `
∂θ ln |Ut | −
,
1 − Ω`

R◦

= ∂r ln |Ut | −

R∗ = U t ∂ r A t + U φ ∂ r A φ ,

(198)

T◦

=

T∗ = U t ∂ θ A t + U φ ∂ θ A φ .

(199)

The standard fluid models of thick (toroidal) accretion disks [5] are governed by the pure
hydrodynamical parts R◦ and T◦ .
The specific angular momentum profile of the circling fluid, ` = −Uφ /Ut , and the angular
velocity related to the static distant observers, Ω = U φ /U t , are related by the formulae
Ω=−

` gtt + gtφ
,
` gtφ + gφφ

(200)

and the profile of the time component of the 4-velocity Ut is related to the specific angular momentum
profile through the spacetime structure due to the relation

(Ut )2 =

2 −g g
gtφ
tt φφ

`2 gtt + 2` gtφ + gφφ

.

(201)

The axial component of the 4-velocity field is then given by the relation Uφ = −`Ut . Derivation of the
pressure Equation (197) can be found in [18,19,43]; their uncharged limit qρ = 0 corresponds to the
Euler equation describing a rotating electrically neutral perfect fluid [5,40,71].

13

Of course, it would be instructive to consider both the terms in the right hand side of the Ohm law and combine the both
limiting approaches. We plan such studies in future research.
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3.6.3. Rotation Regime and Charge Distribution
The specific angular momentum profile `, and the profile Ω, are linked to the charge density
profile through the general relation
∂θ R + T∂ p R = ∂r T + R∂ p T,

(202)

representing the integrability condition of Equation (197); profiles of qρ = qρ (r, θ ) and ` = `(r, θ )
(otherwise Ω = Ω(r, θ ) as well) must be properly adjusted to each other according to this condition.
Finally, to close the fundamental system of equations, we consider compressible perfect fluid with the
energy density and polytropic pressure relations
p = κρΓ ,

e = ρ+

1
p,
Γ−1

(203)

with κ and Γ being the polytropic coefficient and exponent.
3.6.4. Integral Analytical Solution of the Pressure Balance Equations
Surprisingly, in the case of the non-conducting charged fluids, we can make simplification enabling
in some cases even analytic integration of the balance pressure equations. The analytic solution is
enabled due to the following transformations. Defining the charge density transformation

K=

qρ
Uφ,
e+p

(204)

and the pressure transformation
∂r w =

∂r p
,
( p + e)

∂θ w =

∂θ p
,
( p + e)

(205)

we get the system of transformed pressure balance equations
Ω∂r `
+ K(Ω−1 ∂r At + ∂r Aφ ),
1 − Ω`
Ω∂θ `
∂θ w = −∂θ ln |Ut | +
+ K(Ω−1 ∂θ At + ∂θ Aφ ),
1 − Ω`
∂r w = −∂r ln |Ut | +

(206)

indicating a possible unification. Note that, on the basis of integrability condition (202), the function K
mathematically ensures integrability of the pressure Equation (197) after the profile of `(r, θ ) (otherwise
Ω = Ω(r, θ ) as well) is set, or vice versa. Moreover, after an introduction of the electromagnetic vector
time component transformation
∂ r a t = Ω −1 ∂ r A t ,

∂ θ a t = Ω −1 ∂ θ A t ,

(207)

and the function A = at + Aφ , we get the system of transformed pressure equations in the final form
Ω∂r `
+ K ∂r A,
1 − Ω`
Ω∂θ `
∂θ w = −∂θ ln |Ut | +
+ K ∂θ A.
1 − Ω`
∂r w = −∂r ln |Ut | +

(208)
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Providing the barotropic fluid, i.e., e = e( p), which is guaranteed by the chosen thermodynamic
alignment (203), and the fluid circulation regime with Ω = Ω(`) and K = K( A), we can join the
system of Equation (208) into the unified integral form
Z w
0

dw = − ln

Ut
+
Utin

Z `
Ωd`
`in 1 − Ω `

+

Z A

KdA,

Ain

(209)

with the solution written in the plain form
w=

Z w
0

dw = −W + Win .

(210)

Here, the function W (r, θ ) stands for the potential (variable part of the right-hand side of Equation (209),
and the subscript “in” relates to the position of the inner edge of the orbiting fluid structure at r = rin
and θ = θin , determining constants of integration being coupled in Win . Thanks to the pressure
Rw
R p dp
transformation relations (205) integrated as 0 dw = 0 p+e , the equipressure, p = const, surfaces
determining the topology of the orbiting fluid structure, are of the same shape as the equipotential,
W = const, surfaces.
3.6.5. Non-Conducting Charged Fluid Structures
Within the presented charged fluid model, we can survey various scenarios; particularly, these
are given by the background gravitational and electromagnetic fields, but also by the chosen regime of
the fluid circulation and charge density distribution. We can find the circling charged fluids forming
interesting equilibrium configurations, exhibiting as the standard toroidal structures settled in the
equatorial plane, but also as double equatorial tori, the tori levitating above and under the equatorial
plane, or as the hovering polar clouds.
In the following illustrative examples, we keep the assumption of the axially symmetric and
stationary Kerr black-hole background endowed with external magnetic fields that can be considered
as test fields in relation to the spacetime, i.e., those not influencing the spacetime geometry. We assume
that the external magnetic fields have axial symmetry and are stationary, and their symmetry
axes coincide with the background geometry symmetry axis. We now concentrate on the new
phenomena predicted by the charged fluid model, namely the double equatorial tori, and the levitating
off-equatorial tori or clouds. Note that the models of the off-equatorial tori and clouds have a very
important imprint in the framework of recent astrophysics describing the optical phenomena related
to accretion disks orbiting a black hole; levitating structures can serve as a natural explanation of
the so-called lamps irradiating accretion disks and generating there radiation giving the profiled
spectral lines observed around the black holes located in the center of microquasars or active galactic
nuclei [152].
Double and Levitating Tori
These toroidal structures appear, e.g., in the scenario of a dipole-like magnetic test field
accompanying the Kerr (or non-rotating Schwarzschild, a = 0) black hole spacetime, where the
fluid encircles the central object in the standard regime of uniform distribution of the specific angular
momentum ` = const. The non-vanishing electromagnetic vector potential component reads [153]
Aφ



= − 38 M 2 + 2r + r2 ln r−r 2 sin2 θ = − 38 MAφ ,

(211)

where Aφ denotes the varying part of the vector potential; the constant dipole magnetic moment

M=

4R3/2 (R − 2)1/2
B,
6(R − 1) + 3R (R − 2) ln (1 − 2R−1 )

(212)
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and B is the magnetic field strength measured at the characteristic radius R in the equatorial
plane [154].
Considering the charge density transformation function in the form K = Aφ , we reveal the
following typical behavior of the potential W for different rotation regimes with constant specific
angular momenta `, and for the background magnetic dipole moments M.
•

•

•

.
For ` = 5.15 and M = 2.6, we get the potential W embodying two minima and two saddle
points in the equatorial plane (corresponding to the positions of two equatorial centers, cusp and
pseudo-cusp), allowing construction of either one equatorial torus, two coupled equatorial tori, or
the construction of two coupled equatorial tori joint throw the pseudo-cusp and accreting onto
the central compact object through the cusp (see Figure 21).
.
.
For ` = 2.46 and M = −1.17, we get the potential W embodying two minima and saddle points
out of the equatorial plane, and one saddle point in the equatorial plane (corresponding to the
positions of two off-equatorial centers and cusp, and to the equatorial pseudo-cusp), allowing
construction of either two off-equatorial tori—the levitating tori, two levitating tori joint throw
the pseudo-cusp, one double off-equatorial torus, or one double off-equatorial torus accreting
onto the central compact object through the off-equatorial cusps (see Figures 22 and 23).
.
.
For ` = 2.46 and M = −0.95, we get the potential W embodying two minima and saddle
points out of the equatorial plane, and one saddle point in the equatorial plane (corresponding to
the positions of two off-equatorial centers and cusp, and to equatorial pseudo-cusp), allowing
construction of either two levitating tori, or two levitating tori accreting onto the central compact
object through the off-equatorial cusps (see Figure 24).

Figure 21. Typical behavior of the potential W for the charged fluid shown in terms of its poloidal profile
(left) and poloidal equipotential contours (right). The behavior characterizes circulation of the fluid
.
with ` = 5.15 and K = Aφ , in the dipole magnetic field with M = 2.6. The twice self-crossing dashed
curve determines the critical equatorial lobes with equatorial cusp and pseudo-cusp, corresponding to
the equatorial saddle points; the dots denote locations of the cusp and pseudo-cusp.
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Figure 22. Typical behavior of the potential W for the charged fluid shown in terms of its poloidal
profile (left) and poloidal equipotential contours (right). The behavior characterizes circulation of the
.
.
fluid with the ` = 2.46 and K = Aφ , in the dipole magnetic field with M = −1.17. The self-crossing
dot-dashed curve determines the pseudo-critical off-equatorial lobes with equatorial pseudo-cusp,
corresponding to the equatorial saddle point, while the twice self-crossing dashed curve determines
the critical cross-equatorial lobe with off-equatorial cusps, corresponding to the off-equatorial saddle
points; the dots denote locations of the cusps and pseudo-cusp.

Figure 23. Typical behavior of the potential W for the charged fluid shown in terms of its poloidal
equipotential contours—continuation of Figure 22.

Figure 24. Typical behavior of the potential W for the charged fluid shown in terms of its poloidal
profile and poloidal equipotential contours. The behavior characterizes circulation of the fluid with
.
.
` = 2.46 and K = Aφ , in the dipole magnetic field with M = −0.95. The twice self-crossing dashed
curve determines the critical off-equatorial lobes with the off-equatorial cusps, corresponding to the
off-equatorial saddle points, while the self-crossing dot-dashed curve determines the pseudo-critical
off-equatorial lobes with the equatorial pseudo-cusp, corresponding to the equatorial saddle point; the
dots denote locations of the cusps and pseudo-cusp.
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Polar Clouds
The cloud structures concentrated on the spacetime axis appear, e.g., in the scenario of
asymptotically uniform magnetic test field (Wald test field) accompanying the Kerr spacetime that are
described by the very well known and widely discussed Wald solution [23], where the fluid encircles
the Kerr black hole in the rigid regime with uniform distribution of the angular velocity Ω = const.
The behavior of the Kerr black hole immersed in the uniform magnetic field, with special focus on the
electric charge induced on the black hole, has been discussed in detail in the previous subsection. Here,
we assume that the non-vanishing electromagnetic vector potential components take the form [17,23]
At

=

1
2

Aφ

=

1
2



B gtφ + 2a gtt − 21 Qgtt − 21 Q,


B gφφ + 2a gtφ − 21 Qgtφ ,

(213)
(214)

where the parameter B corresponds to the strength of the magnetic field in infinity, and Q to the test
charge of the central black hole.
Considering the charge density transformation function in the form K = kA, and rotation regime
with the constant angular velocity profile Ω = −1.6 × 10−3 , then, for the field parameters a = 0.9,
B = 6.5 × 10−5 and Q = 3.99 × 10−3 , we reveal the following typical behavior of the potential W.
•

•

For k = −1.38, we get the potential embodying two minima and saddle points on the polar axis,
and two saddle points in the equatorial plane (corresponding to the positions of two polar centers
and cusps, and equatorial pseudo-cusps), allowing construction of either two circling structures
centered on the polar axis—the polar clouds, two polar clouds joint throw the pseudo-cusps,
one closed encircling structure—the shell, or the accreting shell accreting onto the central black
hole through the polar cusps (see Figures 25 and 26). Note that the potential embodies also two
equatorial maxima.
For k = −1.3, we get the potential embodying two minima and saddle points out on the polar
axis, and two saddle points in the equatorial plane (corresponding to the positions of two polar
centers and cusps, and equatorial pseudo-cusps), allowing construction of either two polar clouds,
or two polar clouds accreting onto the central black hole through the polar cusps (see Figure 27).
Note that the potential embodies also two equatorial maxima.

Figure 25. Typical behavior of the potential W for the charged fluid shown in terms of its poloidal
profile and poloidal equipotential contours. The behavior characterizes circulation of the fluid with Ω =
−1.6 × 10−3 and K = kA, where k = −1.38, in the field with the parameters a = 0.9, B = 6.5 × 10−5
and Q = 3.99 × 10−3 . The twice self-crossing dot-dashed curve determines the pseudo-critical polar
lobes with the equatorial pseudo-cusps, corresponding to the equatorial saddle points, while the twice
self-crossing dashed curve determines the critical polar lobes with the polar cusps, corresponding to
the polar saddle points; the dots denote locations of the cusps and pseudo-cusps.
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Figure 26. Typical behavior of the potential W for the charged fluid shown in terms of its poloidal
equipotential contours—continuation of Figure 25.

Figure 27. Typical behavior of the potential W for the charged fluid shown in terms of its poloidal
profile (left) and poloidal equipotential contours (right). The behavior characterizes circulation of
the fluid with Ω = −1.6 × 10−3 and K = kA, where k = −1.3, in the field with the parameters
a = 0.9, B = 6.5 × 10−5 and Q = 3.99 × 10−3 . The twice self-crossing dashed curve determines
the critical polar lobes with the polar cusps, corresponding to the polar saddle points, while the
twice self-crossing dot-dashed curve determines the pseudo-critical polar lobes with the equatorial
pseudo-cusps, corresponding to the equatorial saddle points; the dots denote locations of the cusps
and pseudo-cusps.

4. Conclusions
The combined influence of rotating black holes and cosmic repulsion, or external magnetic fields,
is demonstrated by several very important phenomena related to accretion disks or tori.
The gravitational attraction of a black hole is balanced at the static radius rs = (3M/Λ)1/3 by
cosmic repulsion reflected by the relic cosmological constant. The static radius thus could give a
natural limit on the extension of gravitationally bound systems in the universe accelerated by the
relic cosmological constant [12]. Actually, extension of the accretion disks and tori orbiting rotating
black holes is limited from above by the static radius, and for highly supermassive black holes with
mass M ≥ 109 M , extension of the disks or tori restricted by the static radius is comparable to the
extension of large galaxies containing such supermassive black holes in their center. The agreement
of the extension of largest galaxies with the static radius related to their central supermassive black
holes is complemented by the fact that the polytropic configurations representing galactic halos have
extension restricted by the static radius determined by their gravitational mass and similar result holds
for the largest known configurations, halos of galaxy clusters [15,66]. The relic cosmological constant
thus limits extension of the gravitationally bound systems in the accelerated Universe.
There is an additional important role of the relic cosmological constant, related to flow of matter
from accretion tori that occurs in close vicinity of the black hole along its rotation axis. The outflow
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of matter in highly energetic and collimated jets is strongly exceeding the extension of galaxy,
determined by the static radius of the central supermassive black hole—the strong collimation of the
open equipotential surfaces of the fluid that occurs while the surfaces are approaching and crossing
the static radius can strongly support the collimation effect of the jets at distances overcoming the
galaxy extension.
In contrast to the role of the cosmic repulsion that is most profound at large distances, near
the static radius related to a given black hole, the external magnetic fields have the strongest role in
the vicinity of the black holes due to the combined effect of the strong gravity, especially the frame
dragging of the spacetime, and the magnetic field. There exists, in dependence on the character of
the external magnetic field, a variety of non-conducting charged fluid toroidal structures; there are
equatorial tori or double equatorial tori, but also off-equatorial tori or double off-equatorial tori, and
orbiting charged clouds centered on the rotation axis. The Keplerian disks can have four states after
ionization of the internal parts due to irradiation or other ionization processes—namely, the state of
oscillatory motion, transition to the chaotic state corresponding to thick toroidal structure, destruction
due to fall into the black hole, or escape to infinity along the magnetic field lines.
In the ionized Keplerian disks, the chaotic scattering process combined with the magnetic
Penrose process can lead to creation of the UHECRs, i.e., protons and ions with energy reaching
E = 1022 eV. Such energies can be obtained by protons in the vicinity of the rotating black holes of mass
M ∼ 1010 M immersed in a magnetic field of strength B ∼ 105 G. For ions accelerated in the vicinity
of the same black hole, the energy is lower by the factor given by the ratio of the specific charge of the
proton and the considered ion. It is also shown that the maximal proton energy that can be reached,
in the vicinity of SgrA*, where M ∼ 4 × 106 M and B ∼ 102 G, reads E ∼ 1016 eV and corresponds to
the knee of the observational data of registered UHECRs.
It can be shown that, during the motion in the vicinity of the black hole and the strong magnetic
field, the radiation back reaction on the motion of protons and ions is negligible, so they are leaving
the acceleration region with the energy ratio determined by the ratio of their specific charges. On the
other hand, the radiation back reaction is relevant for the long travel from the source to the Earth in
weak intergalactic fields, and it is different for protons and ions. Therefore, the ratio of the energies of
protons and ions observed simultaneously at Earth can give relevant information on the distance of
the source of the UHECRs. In the framework of the models of UHECR acceleration by the magnetic
Penrose process, we thus have an important clue for search of the UHECRs sources.
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Kovář, J.; Kopáček, O.; Karas, V.; Stuchlík, Z. Off-equatorial orbits in strong gravitational fields near compact
objects—II: Halo motion around magnetic compact stars and magnetized black holes. Class. Quantum
Gravity 2010, 27, 135006. [CrossRef]
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Bičák, J.; Ledvinka, T. Electromagnetic fields around black holes and Meissner effect. Nuovo Cimento B Serie
2000, 115, 739.
Komissarov, S.S. Blandford-Znajek Mechanism versus Penrose Process. J. Korean Phys. Soc. 2009, 54, 2503.
[CrossRef]
Punsly, B. Black Hole Gravitohydromagnetics; Springer: Heidelberg, Germany, 2001.
Komissarov, S.S. Electrodynamics of black hole magnetospheres. Mon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 2004, 350, 427–448.
[CrossRef]
Nakamura, M.; Asada, K.; Hada, K.; Pu, H.Y.; Noble, S.; Tseng, C.; Toma, K.; Kino, M.; Nagai, H.;
Takahashi, K.; et al. Parabolic Jets from the Spinning Black Hole in M87. Astrophys. J. 2018, 868, 146.
[CrossRef]
Kopáček, O.; Karas, V.; Kovář, J.; Stuchlík, Z. Application of a symplectic integrator in a non-integrable
relativistic system. In RAGtime 10-13: Workshops on Black Holes and Neutron Stars; Stuchlík, Z., Török, G.,
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Abramowicz, M.A.; Kluźniak, W. A precise determination of black hole spin in GRO J1655-40.
Astron. Astrophys. 2001, 374, L19–L20. [CrossRef]
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