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Abstract: Harmful algal bloom (HAB) is a major environmental problem in coastal waters around
the world. The technologies and approaches for short-term forecasting of the HABs trajectories
have obtained increasing attention from researchers. In this paper, we present a straightforward
physical-based model based on a non-Fickian Lagrangian particle-tracking scheme for understanding
the movement of detected HABs. The model adopts the fractional Brownian motion (fBm)
technology, and is coupled with the Delft3D and WRF models and GIS. The fBm based Lagrangian
particle-tracking model can flexibly control the scale of the particle clouds diffusion through Hurst
value, which can be used to account for uncertainties and adjust for better representing the trajectories
of HABs. Simulation results demonstrate that the presented model can successfully predict the trends
and the main features of red tide drifting. The developed simulation tool enables users to create the
model configuration, manage data inputs, run the model, and generate model maps and animations
within a GIS environment. It is believed that the model and the tool outlined herein can be very
useful for rapidly evaluating potential areas at risk from the HABs events.
Keywords: HABs; Lagrangian; fractional Brownian motion; GIS; particle-tracking; trajectories

1. Introduction
As is known, HAB is a predominant oceanographic phenomena in coastal waters. Over the past
few decades, known as red tide, blue-green algae or cyanobacteria, HABs have been increasing in
frequency worldwide and have posed negative impacts on human health, aquatic ecosystems and the
economy [1–3]. These challenges motivate the development of many new technologies and approaches
for bloom detection, monitor, forecasts, and assessment. Although the bloom-triggering conditions and
blooms detection are important targets in HAB studies, the capacity to predict the HAB trajectories in
a temporal window of a few days has been considered as the key topic in recent years. The short-term
HAB trajectories’ forecasts can provide early warning services and enable decision-makers to respond
rapidly and minimize the environmental and economic impacts shortly after the HAB events.
HABs are complex processes that require multidisciplinary study and methodologies. All of the
methodologies mentioned in the literature can be grouped into three major categories, namely remote
sensing, field observations and measurements and numerical modeling [4,5]. Although remote sensing
has demonstrated the ability to detect and monitor surface HABs; however, it also presents some
significant drawbacks. The method is inadequate to identify low biomass (densities) blooms. Moreover,
satellite ocean color images are limited by clouds and spatial resolution. In situ observations and
measurements overcome some of the limitations of satellite system; however, in situ data are typically
scarce and often lack spatial resolution, and therefore significant cost and inefficiency [3,4,6]. Most of
all, both remote sensing and in situ observation present limitations in providing HAB trajectories’
predictions. Given the constraints of satellite imagery and field observations’ methods, an alternative
solution is to adopt numerical modeling technique to meet the demands of forecasting the spatial and
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temporal evolution of HABs [7]. Compared with the observational and remote sensing approaches,
numerical modeling can provide a general understanding and trends of the transport and dispersion
of HABs at high spatial and temporal scale with a significantly lower cost.
In the past few decades, researchers have proposed different modeling approaches to simulate
HAB trajectories. McGillicuddy reviewed many numerical modeling developments related to HAB
simulation [8], and Davidson et al. identified a range of modeling methodologies and their strengths
and weaknesses [6]. These developed models vary significantly in complexity and on the processes they
address, including the straightforward physical-based models, as well the ecosystem based models
coupling physics with biological processes. Because of requiring only a few inputs, the physical-based
models are considered as the most effective and practical method. By contrast, most of the ecosystem
based models present enormous difficulties beyond physics, which generally require a lot of inputs,
making the models fuzzy and difficult to implement [6–8]. Lynch et al. pointed out that simulations
are typically chosen to fit field problems and available data [9], and some valuable research works have
highlighted that the physical-based Lagrangian particle-tracking model (LPTM) are sufficient to predict
HAB trajectories [8]. Lagrangian based models do not incorporate the processes of biological growth
or decay of a bloom, recommending the framework are especially suitable when physical processes
dominate over biological ones [6]. In recent years, the LPTM method has been extensively applied and
previously shown to successfully simulate transport of pollutants in water pollution studies [10–17].
Although a number of Lagrangian based models have been proposed to estimate the trajectories
of HABs, there is still a need to continuously formulate new modeling approaches for better
understanding and predicting the movement of HABs. Theoretically, the Lagrangian based method is
accomplished with a random walk technique, using to simulate the turbulent diffusive transport [18].
In most traditional Lagrangian based modes, the random component implemented is Fickian
(e.g., white noise) modeled as Brownian motion [17,19]. Brownian motion, a continuous-time random
walk, is widely used in particle tracking models to predict pollutants dispersion in oceanic flows [20,21].
However, some studies have demonstrated that non-Fickian diffusion is frequently observed in
pollutant diffusion processes due to the long-range correlations (Lagrangian memory effects) in velocity
flow fields. Traditional particle-tracking techniques can’t model the non-Fickian diffusion process
using uncorrelated random displacements drawn from a Gaussian probability distribution [22,23].
Sayol stated that a non-Fickian distribution for the random term is recommended [17]. Thus, a
technique that employs fractional Brownian motion (fBm) has been suggested as a possible stochastic
process for the simulation of non-Fickian diffusion within a particle-tracking model [22–25]. Recently,
the fBm method has been adopted to simulate the dispersion of an oil spill on the water surfaces [21].
Therefore, one main purpose of this study is to adopt the fBm method to present a non-Fickian
Lagrangian particle tracking scheme coupled with the operational models for investigating the
HAB movement on the coastal waters surface. Furthermore, in order to make the presented model
easily deployable and adaptable to various oceanic areas, the present work also concentrates on the
integration method of linking the fBm model and the operational forecasting models (atmospheric
and hydrodynamic) together. Additionally, HABs’ drift is typically spatial and temporal variations,
and thus the spatial dimension is essential in HABs transport and dispersion modeling. In a given
emergency situation, researchers and decision makers need to quickly obtain spatial and visualized
simulation results. However, there are fewer applications and studies about the development of
visualization and spatial analysis tools coupled with the fBm based LPTM for HAB transport and
dispersion simulation. Moreover, most HAB trajectories modeling rely on an experienced team of
scientists or model developers to construct and run the simulation because of model runs with the
complicated and unfriendly user interface, which may limit the widespread application of such model
and simulation tool. In this context, the efforts compiled in the present work also focus on seamlessly
integrating the fBm based LPTM with Geographic Information System (GIS), providing a user-friendly
and geographically referenced environment for model runs, results visualization and spatial analysis.
In summary, the key goal of this study is to present a GIS-based modeling framework, which gives
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decision makers an opportunity to rapidly obtain visualized predictions and evaluate potential areas
at risk from the HAB events, and therefore respond rapidly and revise their strategies for emergency
HAB events.
The remainder of this paper is organized as follows: Section 2 gives a general description of the
mathematical equations of the fBm based particle-tracking diffusion model. Section 3 outlines the
general framework of the model and GIS integration, and introduces the development of the GIS-based
simulation tool. Several numerical experiments were conducted to evaluate the model and show the
applicability of the GIS based simulation tool in Section 4. Section 5 summarizes the conclusions,
together with some suggestions for further work.
2. Model Descriptions
In principle, the HABs are regarded as an instantaneous release and considered as a set of
independent and passive particles in a Lagrangian framework. The movement of particles on coastal
water surfaces is forced by advection/diffusion mechanisms, calculating the trajectory of each particle
individually. The advective velocities generated by hydrodynamical and meteorological models are
used to force the model. The diffusion is regarded as a stochastic process, simulated using random
walk approaches such as regular or fractional Gaussian random walk.
In this study, winds and currents data obtained from either estimates generated from the
implemented operational models or user defined velocities constants in space and time were used
to drive the fBm based LPTM model runs. The operational models can be integrated with a LPTM
in the form of offline or online linkage approach. A major benefit of offline linkage approach is the
possibility of making use of available operational models outputs for running LPTM experiments,
avoiding computational costs of re-running the physics coupled to the Lagrangian module [7,16].
Secondly, it can also provide a convenience of developing an interactive GIS environment to run
an LPTM. Furthermore, offline simulation uses winds and currents from the operational models
running at different sites, making the LPTM easily deployable and adaptable to various oceanic areas.
Considering the above-mentioned factors, the study adopts the offline linkage approach.
In this study, the hydrodynamics model Delft3D, developed by Delft Hydraulics (Delft,
Netherlands) was adopted to forecast current velocities with a 1 km horizontal resolution. The Delft3D
hydrodynamic model was developed with a set of programs capable of simulating flows in surface
water bodies. The Delft3D-Flow model solves the Navier–Stokes equations for an incompressible
fluid under the shallow water, which can be used to predict the flow in shallow seas, coastal areas,
estuaries, lagoons, rivers and lakes [26]. A uniform mesh grid atmospheric model, Weather Research
and Forecasting Model (WRF), was used to calculate the wind U and V components at 10 m above the
water surface in the x- and y-directions, with a 5-km grid spacing. The WRF model is a new-generation
mesoscale NWP system that solves the nonhydrostatic compressible Navier–Stokes equations to serve
both operational forecasting and atmospheric research needs, which is suitable for a broad range of
applications and widely used by both operational and research communities [27,28]. Both the Delft3D
and WRF models routinely undergo strict validation and calibration procedures, ensuring to provide
a reliable forcing data for the fBm based LPTM.
The implicit assumption made in this work is that the model is a two-dimensional (x and y)
Lagrangian model, which assumes that particles are only released into the surface layer and does not
take into account the vertical migration. The particles have passive transports that are advected in
two dimensions according to coastal surface currents and winds fields, and plus a stochastic term to
represent unresolved turbulent motions. In this approach, a particle cannot be subdivided and moves
individually on the water surfaces without interaction each other. In a simulation, if a Lagrangian
particle reaches the coastal line or the boundary of the model domain, it rebounds back to a previous
location and keeps on taking further part in the simulation. Additionally, the model strongly depends
on the initial position of HABs. Thus, the evolution of the HABs location is obtained by solving the
equations in the following section under an assumption of knowing the HABs’ initial location.
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In a general LPTM scheme, the new position of a single particle at each time step t + 4t is
calculated using the following equations:
xi (t + 4t ) = xi (t) + ua (xi , t)∆t + ∆xi0 (t),

(1)

ua (xi , t) = vcurrent (xi , t) + Cd vwind (xi , t)

(2)

where xi (t) represents the particle position at the current time step, and 4t is the Lagrangian time step.
The advective velocities ua is calculated as the linear combination of currents and winds velocities,
expressed as Equation (2). The Cd is the user-defined wind transport coefficient. To obtain the
ua velocity fields at the Lagrangian time step, linear temporal interpolation of currents and winds
velocities’ fields is carried out according to Equation (3), where U1, U2 and V1, V2 are the pre-calculated
velocities of winds or currents in x- and y-directions, respectively, at t1 and t2 computational time
steps. The ∆xi0 is the particle displacement due to turbulent motion which is simulated according to the
based fBm Equation (4) and its derivative formulation [22–25], where BH (t) is a continuous function
with zero-mean increments and variances, which scale as ~t2H , and H(0 < H < 1) is called the Hurst
parameter. Γ(H + 1/2) is a gamma function introduced to ensure that the fractional integral becomes
an ordinary integral when H + 1/2 is an integer [21]:
V=

t2 − t
t − t1
t2 − t
t − t1
V +
V2 , U =
U +
U2 ,
t2 − t1 1
t2 − t1
t2 − t1 1
t2 − t1
1
BH (t) =
Γ(H + 1/2)

Zt

(t − s)H−1/2 dB(s)

(3)

(4)

−∞

The fBm is a generalization of regular Brownian motion. The main difference to the regular Brownian
motion is that the fBm is characterized by the Hurst exponent, which can control the scale of diffusion.
It should highlighted that the main focus in this paper is to employ the fBm technique in a Lagrangian
framework, rather than investigating and deriving the algorithm of the fractional Brownian motion itself.
A good overview about this comprehensive theoretical work is given in [22–25].
3. GIS-Based Simulation Tool
3.1. The Conceptual Framework of the Model and GIS Integration
Because of the spatial nature of model outputs, the geospatial techniques such as GIS may facilitate
visualization and identification of spatial distributions of simulation results, and therefore the use of GIS in
conjunction with modeling has become increasingly important in many geoscience fields. The versatility of
GIS to act as a data pre- and post-processor as well as its ability to act as an effective data management and
visualization platform and its capability to perform further spatial analyses [29], which makes it an ideal
platform for evaluating the spatial information of HAB transport and distribution. In this work, our objective
is to combine modeling and GIS technologies to develop a simulation tool that is able to run the fBm based
LPTM and generate intuitive and easily interpreted outputs in a GIS environment.
The framework chosen for achieving the GIS-based HABs transport and dispersion simulation
tool includes several components, as shown in Figure 1: (1) the interactive GIS interfaces for simplifying
the complicated modeling operation, and ensuring the entire modeling process is user-friendly enough
to be operated by non-professional users; (2) the pre-processor component includes functionalities
necessary for the model inputs preparation; (3) the model engine component provides the ability to
perform calculations and run model simulations for obtaining the current bloom locations, future
bloom locations, and areas of impacts; and (4) the post-processing component is designed to generate
visualization maps and animations. The following sections give a brief description of the specific
features supported by the above-mentioned components. The details of the software developing
specifications and implementation workflow have already been presented in our previous work [30].

Water 2018, 10, x FOR PEER REVIEW

5 of 14

bloom locations, future bloom locations, and areas of impacts; and (4) the post-processing
component is designed to generate visualization maps and animations. The following sections give a
brief description of the specific features supported by the above-mentioned components. The details
Water 2019, 11, 164
5 of 14
of the software developing specifications and implementation workflow have already been
presented in our previous work [30].

Figure 1.
1. The
The schematic
schematic diagram
V
Figure
diagram of
of the
thegeneral
generalarchitecture
architectureofofthe
theGIS-based
GIS-basedsimulation
simulationtool.
tool.UUand
and
are
the
pre-calculated
velocities
of of
winds
oror
currents
in in
x- xand
y-directions.
V
are
the
pre-calculated
velocities
winds
currents
and
y-directions.

3.2. GIS Interface
3.2. GIS Interface
The GIS interface was built upon ESRI ArcGIS Engine functions using Visual C# .NET and
The GIS interface was built upon ESRI ArcGIS Engine functions using Visual C# .NET and C++
C++ programming language. For providing convenient operations, the graphical user interfaces
programming language. For providing convenient operations, the graphical user interfaces (as
(as shown in Figure 2) was designed as a familiar primary interface similar to most desktop GIS
shown in Figure 2) was designed as a familiar primary interface similar to most desktop GIS
programs, which allows a user without any technical training to run HAB simulation via easy-to-use
programs, which allows a user without any technical training to run HAB simulation via easy-to-use
interfaces. The interfaces mainly consist of a ribbon-style main menu, a map viewer window, a table of
interfaces. The interfaces mainly consist of a ribbon-style main menu, a map viewer window, a table
contents control (TOC), a progress bar and a toolbar, as well as a simulation workspace management
of contents control (TOC), a progress bar and a toolbar, as well as a simulation workspace
window form. The map viewer window is the main visualization element, used to display the spatial
management window form. The map viewer window is the main visualization element, used to
distribution of simulation results and relevant background marine and land data. The simulation
display the spatial distribution of simulation results and relevant background marine and land data.
workspace interface allows users to quickly and easily define or adjust the basic modeling parameters,
The simulation workspace interface allows users to quickly and easily define or adjust the basic
consequently simplifying the setup and application of the model; the workspace interface also is used to
modeling parameters, consequently simplifying the setup and application of the model; the
manage the simulation project information such as a project name, created and latest modified times and
workspace interface also is used to manage the simulation project information such as a project
the directory storing the project file. Although the HAB simulation process can be divided into four steps,
name, created and latest modified times and the directory storing the project file. Although the HAB
namely inputs preparation, operational model outputs’ pre-processing, model computation, and model
simulation process can be divided into four steps, namely inputs preparation, operational model
results processing and visualization, the GIS interfaces integrate them closely under a pre-defined
outputs’ pre-processing, model computation, and model results processing and visualization, the
workflows, and thus the simulation can be semi-automatically executed with few user operations.
GIS interfaces integrate them closely under a pre-defined workflows, and thus the simulation can be
semi-automatically executed with few user operations.
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3.4. fBm Based LPTM Engine Component
3.4. fBm Based LPTM Engine Component
The pre-processing of forcing data has been executed to completion, and then it needs to define
The pre-processing of forcing data has been executed to completion, and then it needs to define
some basic coefficients for performing model calculations. The coefficients in the model are listed in
some basic coefficients for performing model calculations. The coefficients in the model are listed in
Table 1. Settings can be saved and reused in order to retrieve simulation runs.
Table 1. Settings can be saved and reused in order to retrieve simulation runs.
Table 1. Description of the model coefficients.
Coefficients
H
M
C

Remark
The Hurst value generally is around 0.79 0.07 [23].
The limited memory M value is recommended at least 10 times of total simulation time
steps or a larger one [25].
Wind drag coefficient, the optimal value is between 3–3.5% [19].
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Remark

H

The Hurst value generally is around 0.79±0.07 [23].
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Once the parameters have been defined, the calculations can be executed in order to generate
Once the parameters have been defined, the calculations can be executed in order to generate
time-series distribution of particles. The following calculation processes were involved: (a) HABs
time-series distribution of particles. The following calculation processes were involved: (a) HABs
initial release domain discretization for calculating initial positions (latitude and longitude) of
initial release domain discretization for calculating initial positions (latitude and longitude) of particles;
particles; (b) topology calculations for identifying each particle in the mesh cell belongs; (c) diffusive
(b) topology calculations for identifying each particle in the mesh cell belongs; (c) diffusive component
component calculation; (d) particles feature location estimation; and (e) contour profile of particle
calculation; (d) particles feature location estimation; and (e) contour profile of particle clouds (HABs
clouds (HABs shape) and areas calculation. Except for the initial position calculation, other
shape) and areas calculation. Except for the initial position calculation, other calculations need to be
calculations need to be performed at each time-step.
performed at each time-step.
The first two calculation steps are spatial operations that can be performed using ArcGIS
The first two calculation steps are spatial operations that can be performed using ArcGIS Engine
Engine functions. Firstly, depending on the geometry of the initial domain and the pre-defined
functions. Firstly, depending on the geometry of the initial domain and the pre-defined particles count,
particles count, the initial positions of particles in a given region are assumed evenly distributed
the initial positions of particles in a given region are assumed evenly distributed within the polygons.
within the polygons. Then, it needs to determine a particle contained within which one mesh cell by
Then, it needs to determine a particle contained within which one mesh cell by using point-in-polygon
using point-in-polygon topology operations, and adopting the corresponding value to calculate the
topology operations, and adopting the corresponding value to calculate the advective components.
advective components. The diffusion components are computed according to Equation (4) and its
The diffusion components are computed according to Equation (4) and its derived equations. Obtaining
derived equations. Obtaining the advective and diffusion displacements, the model can define and
the advective and diffusion displacements, the model can define and record each particle location at
record each particle location at every computational time-step. The lastly step, the ‘α-shape’
every computational time-step. The lastly step, the ‘α-shape’ algorithm is employed to construct the
algorithm is employed to construct the concave hull of scatter particles. The generated concave hull
concave hull of scatter particles. The generated concave hull is defined as the potential areas impacted
is defined as the potential areas impacted by the HABs. As shown in Figure 3, the concave hull is
by the HABs. As shown in Figure 3, the concave hull is more suitable to characterize the geometrical
more suitable to characterize the geometrical shape of scatter particles than the convex hull.
shape of scatter particles than the convex hull. Comparing Figures 3a and 3b, it clearly illustrates
Comparing Figure 3(a) and (b), it clearly illustrates that the algorithm can capture the exact
that the algorithm can capture the exact geometrical shape of a dataset’s surface through an optimal
geometrical shape of a dataset’s surface through an optimal threshold value. Furthermore, once the
threshold value. Furthermore, once the model has completed calculations at a particular time-step,
model has completed calculations at a particular time-step, the point-based calculation results are
the point-based calculation results are then written to an output file. Additionally, a particle movement
then written to an output file. Additionally, a particle movement was tracked to generate its
was tracked to generate its trajectory. A simulated trajectory allows for tracing the probability pathway
trajectory. A simulated trajectory allows for tracing the probability pathway of a specified particle
of a specified particle along the coastal water surfaces at each time-step.
along the coastal water surfaces at each time-step.

(a) the concave hull (threshold = 3)

(b) the concave hull (threshold = 1.2).

Figure 3. The generated convex (blue line) and concave (red line) hulls of particle clouds (black points).
Figure 3. The generated convex (blue line) and concave (red line) hulls of particle clouds (black
points).
3.5. Post-Processor Component

The Post-Processor
post-processorComponent
component was designed to provide efficient post-processing methods that
3.5.
would visualize the outputs for identifying and evaluating potential HAB areas and comparing them
component
was designed
to provide efficient
post-processing
methods
with fieldThe
datapost-processor
for model simulation
validation.
In the procedures,
the results
were displayed
in the that
would visualize the outputs for identifying and evaluating potential HAB areas and comparing
them with field data for model simulation validation. In the procedures, the results were displayed
in the map viewer in two graphical formats. On the one hand, the program generates vector layers
for operational models’ grid points (i.e., currents and wind layer) according to the pre-processing
results, and renders the layers with arrows that indicate the currents and winds direction and
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map viewer in two graphical formats. On the one hand, the program generates vector layers for
operational models’ grid points (i.e., currents and wind layer) according to the pre-processing results,
and renders the layers with arrows that indicate the currents and winds direction and magnitude.
On the other hand, the particles’ movements and the corresponding tracking trajectories and concave
hull are displayed as graphical element layers, which can have a different spatial and temporal extent
at each time-step.
4. Results and Discussion
Several model runs were performed in this case study, in order to demonstrate the abilities of the
model and the developed GIS tool. Considering the availability of field data to describe the HABs,
a harmful algae bloom commonly called red tide, which occurred near the Qinhuangdao coastal
water was selected for the sample application. Initially, the red tide was represented as 2000 particles,
using the fBm based LPTM to track the trajectories at 30 min intervals, starting from the known
position at 10:00:00 a.m. on July 2th 2013 (as shown in Figure 4a), to the locations at 3:00:00 p.m. on
July 4th 2013. The value of M was given a value of 24,000 that is much larger than the total steps
of computation time. The Hurst takes values of 0.76 and 0.5 in different model runs, respectively.
The initial location of HABs and validation of the transport and dispersion of particles was made based
on datasets from coastal monitoring programs, provided by the Marine Environmental Monitoring
Center of Hebei Province. The geospatial data pre-processing of observation data sets were performed
in ArcGIS Desktop software (ESRI, RedLands, CA, USA) to provide the inputs for the fBm model
runs. Hourly currents and winds from Delfd3D and WRF are used to force the model. Because the
simulation tool accepts the netCDF data as forcing inputs, a MATLAB (MathWorks, Natick, MA, USA)
program called ‘vs_trim2nc.m’ was used to convert the Delft3D trim NEFIS file into a netCDF file.
When a red tide drifting was simulated, a set of 2000 particles was placed inside the initial red
tide location, as shown in Figure 4a. The fBm based LPTM computes the trajectory of each particle and
the concave hull of particles (red tide area) as described in the previous sections during the 53 hours
of simulation. When a simulation was done, the time-varying positions of simulated particles were
visualized in form of a continuous and automatic animation.
To evaluate the impact of physical forcing factors on the control processes of the HAB transport,
two model runs’ scenarios with and without surface winds forcing were performed with the same
Hurst value (H = 0.76). In the first experiment, the particles were solely forced by surface currents
under the no-winds condition. A second experiment was carried out with the combined effects of the
surface currents and winds. The effects of physical factors on mechanical spreading are illustrated in
Figure 4b,c, which indicate the difference of the particle clouds diffusion undergoing the fractional
Brownian motion diffusion simulation with different forced conditions. The simulations show that
the surface current fields have a dominant impact on the particle trajectories. However, as the fact
that HABs is directly exposed to the water surface, these numerical experiments also showed that the
simulation results with and without wind conditions differed slightly.
We mentioned in the introduction that the fBm based Lagrangian particle tracking method
(H > 0.5), versus regular Brownian motion method (H = 0.5), has the advantage of controlling the scale
motion of the diffusion clouds and best approximates movement of particles. To test this assumption,
we made another model runs to verify the effectiveness of LPTM based on regular and fractional
Brownian motion, respectively. Figure 4d presents the particle clouds undergoing regular Brownian
motion (H = 0.5) under the same forcing conditions as the second experiment mentioned before.
Comparing Figures 4c and 4d, it shows that the results obtained from two kinds of numerical model
differed fundamentally.
Considering observation data sets were available in this case study, the authors evaluated the
accuracy of the simulation in two ways. On the one hand, a quantitative area comparison between the
model simulations and the in situ observations were performed (Table 2). It is evident that the area of
the concave hulls generated by the fBm model is larger compared with the regular Brownian motion
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method, and the one based on fBm is closer to the observation data sets. On the other hand, the spatial
distribution of particles can also be used to evaluate the simulation. Although the areas of the concave
Water
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(d) regular Brownian motion diffusion (H = 0.5, forced by the currents and winds)
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5. Conclusions
5. Conclusions
The presented fBm based LPTM is a physical process model without involving any biological
processes, which works coupled with existing hydrodynamic and atmospheric models. The model
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needs fewer inputs than the majority of other biological-based models, and therefore can be set-up
quickly and is suitable for most situations, especially when advection dominates. Several simulation
experiments were performed with various configurations to demonstrate the application of the model.
Test simulations confirmed that the modeling approach employed the fractional Brownian motion
method can flexibly control the scale of the diffusion, which offers straightforward opportunities to
account for uncertainties and adjust for better representation of the trajectories of HABs. The model
runs suggest that the non-Fickian technique results in more accurate forecasts of HABs trajectories
than the results generated by the traditional Fickian modeling. We hence conclude that the fBm based
random walk method is a promising, feasible and easy-to-implement alternative to track the particulate
trajectories on water surface. Furthermore, the simulated results with the particle-tracking model
suggest that the winds and tidal currents play important roles in particulate movement. Moreover,
the results obtained also provide clear evidence that initial and boundary conditions mainly determine
the future HABs movements. In this sense, to provide the reliable HAB trajectories’ predictions, it is
important to focus on the improvement accuracy of forcing data and initial location. Summarizing,
this method is simplistic assumptions about the dynamics of HABs in simplifying the model structure,
which can efficiently solve the HAB trajectories’ simulation. It is believed that this model can be very
useful for such cases, where observation data is scarce or absent while a decision-maker needs to
quickly obtain forecasts in order to provide an early warning of harmful events.
On a technical side, we have shown how the implemented operational model system, the fBm
based LPTM and GIS were completely coupled together to provide a GIS environment for HAB
drifting predictions. The developed software enables users to create the model configuration, manage
data inputs, run the model, and generate model maps and animations within the same framework.
The framework allows inputs from the sophisticated operational forecasting model, and implements
HABs dispersion modeling capabilities within GIS, which makes the model more easily accepted due
to the visual presentation provided by GIS. The approach and structure of LPTM-GIS, especially
its procedural and architectural framework, can be used in similar model and GIS integration
efforts. Furthermore, the software has been designed and developed as a user-friendly, interactive,
semi-automatic tool that can be implemented by users with little formal background in hydrodynamical
and meteorological science and GIS. We believe that the fBm base LPTM and GIS integration framework
presented here is an optional solution for investigating the particulate movement in coastal waters.
Although the presented model was successful in simulating the spatial and temporal distribution
of HABs in our case study, we are aware that the modeling approach and simulation tool provided
in this work are a somewhat tentative first step towards developing a real-time HAB transport and
dispersion forecasting system with the fBm based Lagrangian framework. Further endeavors are
required to improve the model and the tool. On the one hand, the model should enhance the abilities
to detect the HAB initiation, knowing in advance where HABs may initiate, independent of the
observation data to drive the model runs, and therefore improve the timeliness of model and provide
the predictions of the subsequent impacted areas in real time. On the other hand, we anticipate that
future versions of the GIS-based tool can increase the efficiency of model calculations.
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