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Abstract: We report the first integrated proteomic and transcriptomic investigation of a crustacean
venom. Remipede crustaceans are the venomous sister group of hexapods, and the venom glands
of the remipede Xibalbanus tulumensis express a considerably more complex cocktail of proteins
and peptides than previously thought. We identified 32 venom protein families, including 13 novel
peptide families that we name xibalbins, four of which lack similarities to any known structural
class. Our proteomic data confirm the presence in the venom of 19 of the 32 families. The most
highly expressed venom components are serine peptidases, chitinase and six of the xibalbins.
The xibalbins represent Inhibitory Cystine Knot peptides (ICK), a double ICK peptide, peptides
with a putative Cystine-stabilized α-helix/β-sheet motif, a peptide similar to hairpin-like β-sheet
forming antimicrobial peptides, two peptides related to different hormone families, and four
peptides with unique structural motifs. Remipede venom components represent the full range
of evolutionary recruitment frequencies, from families that have been recruited into many animal
venoms (serine peptidases, ICKs), to those having a very narrow taxonomic range (double ICKs),
to those unique for remipedes. We discuss the most highly expressed venom components to shed
light on their possible functional significance in the predatory and defensive use of remipede venom,
and to provide testable ideas for any future bioactivity studies.
Keywords: venomics; Remipedia; crustaceans; ICK; venom; arthropods; anchialine caves

1. Introduction
Remipedes are superficially centipede-like predatory crustaceans that exclusively inhabit marine
cave systems [1]. There are currently 29 described species [2], and their first description in 1981 [3]
rekindled the interest of zoologists to attempt to reconstruct the evolutionary origin of crustaceans.
Carcinologists were quick to interpret remipedes’ long segmented bodies, their lack of segment
specialization, their lack of a carapace, and their serially homonomous, biramous, and paddle-like
trunk limbs as evidence that they could well be the earliest diverging lineage of extant crustaceans
with the most primitive body plan [4,5]. Since then molecular evidence has painted a rather different
picture. Phylogenomic analyses suggest that remipedes are nested deeply within pancrustaceans
(the clade comprising insects and crustaceans), as the living sister group of insects [6–9]. This has
drawn remipedes into debates about the origin of the most successful group of animals on Earth [10],
but it also diminishes their relevance for understanding early crustacean evolution. At the same
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time the molecular evidence refocuses attention on the remipedes’ most strikingly unique trait: their
venom system.
The vast majority of venomous species on Earth are arthropods. Three of the four main groups of
arthropods—chelicerates, myriapods and insects—together represent more than 150,000 venomous
species, and there are venomic studies for multiple species within each of these groups. In sharp
contrast, although putatively venomous crustaceans exist, in particular several parasitic species of
copepods, malacostracans and branchiurans [11], the venom system of only a single crustacean species
has been the subject of a transcriptomic study [12]. This showed that the remipede Xibalbanus tulumensis
(previously Speleonectes tulumensis) [13] is the first known venomous predatory crustacean. Remipede
biology and the environment in which they live provide some clues as to why remipedes have
evolved venom.
With the exception of two species that occur in fully marine, sub-seafloor caves [2], remipedes
are known only from anchialine caves, which are subterranean caves that merge with the sea at the
coast and groundwater inland. They contain a layer of fresh or brackish water that overlays a layer of
seawater separated by a halocline. Remipedes live exclusively in the oxygen poor salt water zones of
these caves, where prey abundance is low. Remipedes lack eyes, but have well-developed olfactory
pathways [14], and they rely on olfactory cues to navigate their environment. They are active predators
of cave crustaceans, but are reported as normally being relatively slow swimmers that are likely to be
outmanoeuvred by potential prey [15,16]. Under these conditions it is advantageous to possess venom
that can rapidly debilitate prey. Remipedes may therefore have evolved a venom system concomitant
with a move into the anchialine environment, and the adoption, or elaboration, of a predatory lifestyle
that primarily targets other crustaceans that inhabit the same cave systems.
In our previous study of X. tulumensis we discovered that its venom apparatus is morphologically
more complex than expected, and can function as a sophisticated venom injection mechanism [12].
Their venom glands express a cocktail of transcripts that code for homologues of known venom
toxins in other taxa, with enzymes being the dominant component. The transcripts that are the most
highly expressed as well as the most diverse code for serine peptidases of the S1 family and chitinases.
The most highly expressed transcripts for non-enzymatic proteins code for cysteine-rich peptides with
a putative inhibitor cystine knot (ICK) motif, with sequence similarities to spider β/δ agatoxins.
The striking differences between this transcriptomic profile and the venom composition of other
venomous arthropophagous arthropods are intriguing. The venoms of predatory arthropods, such as
centipedes, scorpions, spiders, as well as several hymenopterans, are typically rich in peptides [17–24],
with larger proteins and enzymes being less abundant. Most of these peptides are thought to have
a role in subduing prey, and many act as paralytic neurotoxins. The dearth of transcripts coding for
peptides in the venom glands of X. tulumensis was therefore surprising. This apparent difference
in venom composition could be real, and reflect differences in the evolutionary history and biology
of the different venoms, but it could also be an artefact resulting from the methodological strategy
of our original study. Bioinformatically identifying peptides in de novo assembled transcriptome
data from an unstudied organism in the absence of proteomic data is likely to underestimate the
true diversity of venom peptides. Moreover, our transcriptome data were generated on the 454 FLX
platform sequencing technology, which does not provide the greatest possible sequencing depth.
To test if this apparent uniqueness of remipede venom composition is real or due to inevitable
methodological limitations of our initial study we: (1) conducted a proteomic analysis of the venom of
the remipede X. tulumensis; (2) produced a new transcriptome for the venom glands of X. tulumensis
using Illumina MiSeq technology based on the same RNA material used for our previous 454 FLX
analysis; and (3) re-sequenced the whole animal transcriptome library of X. tulumensis with Illumina
HiSeq technology.
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2. Results and Discussion
2.1. The Effect of Transcriptome Sequencing Platforms and Assembly Strategies
2.1.1. Transcriptome Assembly Strategy
Contig sequences generated with SOAPdenovo-Trans and Trinity were generally identical,
although for some protein classes the different assembly methods generated slightly different contig
numbers. However, a comparison of these assembly strategies revealed that, on average, Trinity
assemblies contain more sequences that BLAST to secreted and putative toxin proteins, as well as
generally longer sequences (see Supplementary Figure S1) than the SOAPdenovo-Trans assemblies
(see Table 1). Consequently, we decided to use the Trinity assembled data for all further downstream
analyses (see also Section 4.2).
Table 1. Overview of transcriptome libraries and assembly sizes (reads and numbers of contig
sequences) for different assembly strategies. Underlined numbers highlight the assembly strategies
that were used to identify putative toxins for downstream analyses.
Assembly Strategy

Raw Data

Clipped Data

Cleaned Data

Number of Secreted Proteins

“Raw” Contigs

Contigs > 137 nuc

Trimmomatic Seqclean

BLASTX vs. UniProt (SL0243)

Venom gland transcriptome (library: 27,421,129 reads, paired end)
SOAPdenovo-Trans (k-mer 31)
SOAPdenovo-Trans (k-mer 47)
SOAPdenovo-Trans (k-mer 65)
Trinity (read length > 101)

294,931
247,453
203.964
191,255

SOAPdenovo-Trans (k-mer 47)
Trinity (read length > 101)

151,399
203,113

177,668
198,075
179,168
166,309

176,408
197,240
178,835
165,333

1799 1
1943 1

Body transcriptome (library: 9,165,598 reads, paired end)
123,676
161,511
1

123,241
161,100

2376 1
3004 1

See also methods Section 4.2.3.

2.1.2. Comparison of 454 FLX and Illumina MiSeq and HiSeq Transcriptomes
The Illumina MiSeq venom gland transcriptome produced 105 times more sequence reads than
the 454 FLX transcriptome in our original study [12] (27,421,129 versus 260,172 reads), which were
assembled into 157 times more contigs in the preferred Trinity assembly (197,240 versus 1052 contigs).
The Illumina HiSeq whole body transcriptome produced nine times more sequence reads than the
original 454 FLX transcriptome (9,165,598 versus 1,000,000 reads), and yielded slightly less than one and
a half times more assembled contigs in the preferred Trinity assembly (161,100 versus 115,038 contigs).
The greater sequencing depth of the Illumina transcriptomes, informed by the results of the proteomic
analysis (see below), allowed us to identify transcripts for 32 venom protein families expressed in
the remipede venom glands, 23 of which were not previously reported (Figures 1–4). Twelve of these
novel putative venom toxins were also identified in the venom proteome (Figures 3 and 5, Table 2, and
Supplementary Table S1). All protein families that we previously identified in the 454 data were also
found in the Illumina data, and sequences from both transcriptomes are included in the alignments in
the Supplementary Material.
Several studies have used both 454 and Illumina sequencing for the transcriptomic profiling of
venom glands, either to improve the assembly of Illumina data with 454 data [25], to create a more
deeply sequenced transcriptome [26], or to compare the performance of the techniques in recovering
venom protein families [27,28]. We know of only one other venomics study that directly compared
these sequencing platforms to assess the diversity of venom protein families in transcriptome libraries
derived from the same RNA material. Barghi et al. [29] found that although 454 sequencing was better
able to identify longer peptide sequences, 10 of the 30 conopeptide superfamilies expressed in the
venom glands of the cone snail Conus tribblei were only present in the Illumina data. Our results
agree with those of Barghi et al. that Illumina sequencing can provide deeper insights into venom
gland gene expression than 454 sequencing. However, the results of the two sequencing technologies
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5 CxCxC
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3Cx
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4Cx
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2
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2
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1
0
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2.2. Revising the Venomic Profile of X. Tulumensis
The three most highly expressed venom protein families (fragments per kilobase million
(FPKM) >100,000) in the venom gland are the enzymes chitinase, peptidase S1 with LDLa domains,
and peptidase S1 without LDLa domains. The next six most highly expressed protein families
(FPKM > 10,000) are six new peptide families (xibalbins 2–4, 9–11) that represent different peptide
scaffolds, including a putative ICK peptide, a double ICK peptide, a peptide with a putative CSαβ
fold, two cysteine-rich peptides with unknown structural folds, and two peptides without cysteines.
Of the 23 remaining venom protein families, nine are expressed at FPKM values between 1000 and
10,000, while 14 are present only at much lower expression levels (FPKM ≤ 311).
Our proteomic analyses confirmed the presence in the venom of 19 of the 32 venom protein
families identified in the transcriptome, including the 12 most highly expressed families (Figures 3
and 5, Table 2 and Supplementary Table S1). The only two protein families that were expressed in the
venom gland transcriptome at moderately high levels (FPKM between 1000 and 10,000) that were not
observed in the venom proteome are metallopeptidase M12 and peptidase S10. With the exception of
xibalbin 1, which we identified on the basis of transcriptome data in our previous study as a peptide
with similarities to ß/δ agatoxins, all novel peptides reported here were identified with the help of our
proteomic analyses. Interestingly, with the exception of the very lowly expressed peptides xibalbin 7
and 8, all venom peptides could also be identified in the 454 FLX venom gland transcriptome of our
previous study [12].
The gene expression profile of the whole body transcriptome is strikingly different from that of
the venom glands (Figures 3 and 4). Only two protein families are ranked in the top ten most highly
expressed families of both datasets: chitinase and peptidase S1 without LDLa domains. Eight venom
protein families, including five of the ten most highly expressed venom protein families in the venom
gland (xibalbins 2–4, 10, 11), are not detected at all in the whole body transcriptome. These may
therefore represent venom gland specific proteins. Conversely, six of the ten most highly expressed
protein families in the whole body transcriptome (calycin, kazal, kunitz, lectin, phospholipase A2 and
xibalbin 8) are expressed only at moderately to extremely low levels in the venom glands. Interestingly,
eight of the ten venom protein families most highly expressed in the venom glands also have higher
contig diversity than in the whole body transcriptome, which suggests tissue-specific regulation of
contig expression (Figure 2).
A recent study [32] provided a manual approach to deal with the problem that widely used
assembly software, such as Trinity, may erroneously assemble highly similar but distinct reads
into chimeric contigs, and that a failure to recognize this may underestimate the true diversity of
contigs. One consequence would be the overinflation of the expression levels of such chimeric contigs.
This could potentially affect our results. However, performing a manual assessment of this issue
following the strategy of Macrander and colleagues [32] is unfeasible given the enormous number of
reads in each assembly. Moreover, our venom gland transciptome was generated from the pooled
venom systems of 25 individuals. Therefore, given the lack of additional data concerning gene copy
numbers and intra-population toxin gene diversity, we consider selectively splitting and readjusting
expression levels for venom-encoding contigs to see if they might represent multi-copy genes an
inappropriate strategy. Consequently, our results provide conservative estimates of the contig diversity
within protein families, and expression levels of individual contigs, venom protein-encoding or not,
may in some cases be overestimates. However, when the expression levels of all contigs within given
protein families are taken together, they provide accurate estimates of the relative expression levels of
those families (Figures 3 and 4).
Our new insights into the venom of X. tulumensis necessitate revising the previous hypothesis that
remipede venom is dominated by enzymes [12]. Although chitinase and peptidase S1 enzymes
are indeed the most abundant venom components, a diversity of peptides that are highly or
uniquely expressed in the venom glands, notably xibalbins 1–4, and xibalbins 9–11, show that
remipede venom is more complex than previously thought. The presence of these newly discovered
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venom peptides alongside the high molecular weight proteins, more closely aligns remipede venom
composition to those of the venoms of other predatory arthropods such as spiders, scorpions and
centipedes [17,18,23,24,33,34].
2.3. New Venomic Profile Provides Insights into Putative Function of Venom
In this section we discuss in more detail the novel and the most highly expressed venom protein
families identified in this study, as well as their possible functional significance. For a discussion of the
other venom protein families we refer readers to our previous work [12].
2.3.1. Enzymes
The most abundantly expressed proteins in the proteome and transcriptome are peptidase S1 (PS1)
enzymes (Figure 3, Supplementary Table S2 and Figure S3). Likewise, PS1 enzymes are represented by
the highest transcript diversity of all venom proteins, a result that corresponds closely to our initial
study [12]. Serine peptidases are present in a broad range of venoms, but the extraordinarily high level
of expression in remipede venom glands most closely parallels the expression found in the venom
glands of some predators such as vipers, helodermatid lizards, and cephalopods [35–39]. PS1s could
play a variety of roles in remipede venom. Reptile PS1s (kallikreins) often act on the blood vascular
system, activating blood clotting, lowering blood pressure, and increasing vascular permeability [38].
However, since remipedes are predators of invertebrate prey, particularly crustaceans, it is unlikely
that their venom has evolved to target the vertebrate circulatory system. Cephalopods provide a closer
functional analogue for the possible roles of serine peptidases in remipede venom.
Crustaceans are important prey for octopus, squid and cuttlefish, and among cephalopods
the predatory role of venom is best understood for octopuses. Octopuses drill tiny holes into the
shells of molluscs and the exoskeleton of crustaceans through which they inject their venom [40–42].
The venom paralyses and kills the prey, but it also facilitates feeding through pre-digestion of the
prey’s soft tissues. Octopus venom proteases specifically target muscle attachment sites in crabs, which
allows the octopus to easily extract their muscle tissue [43–45]. In accordance with this venom role
serine protease transcripts are the most highly expressed venom protein transcripts in both octopus and
cuttlefish posterior salivary glands [35,36,46,47]. A similarly high level of PS1 expression in remipede
venom glands is compatible with the idea that they too use their venom to detach the soft tissue of
their prey from the exoskeleton, helping with prey ingestion and pre-digestion. However, the diversity
of venom PS1s also suggests a functional radiation may have taken place and that this protein family
may play additional roles in remipede venom.
The diversity of PS1s expressed in remipede venom glands includes forms with and without
low density lipoprotein receptor class A (LDLa) domains. Interestingly, proteins with LDL domains
are relatively rare in venoms, and to our knowledge have only been found in arthropod venoms.
Beyond centipede venoms [32], which are rich in proteins with LDLa domains, proteins with LDLa
domains have been described from the venom of the parasitoid wasps Nasonia vitripennis [48] and
Pteromalus puparum [49], from the skin and bristles of the caterpillar of Lonomia obliqua [50], from
the venoms of the widow spiders Latrodectus hesperus, L. geometricus and Steatoda grossa [51,52],
from the venom of the kissing bug Rhodnius neglectus [53], and from the venom of the scorpion
Hadrurus spadix [34]. The biological roles of these proteins in these taxa remains unknown. However,
the structure of the LDLa venom proteins in remipedes in the context of their diet provide clues to a
possible role.
The LDLa domain plays a central role in cholesterol metabolism in mammals by binding to
lipoproteins, which facilitates their transport across cell membranes via endocytosis, and LDL domains
in insects play similar roles in lipid transport [54–56]. The structure of the remipede venom LDLa
proteins is suggestive of a role in lipid metabolism as well. Compared to the proteins with LDL
domains in the venoms of the other taxa listed above, the remipede sequences are unique in containing
one, four, five, or six LDLa domains followed by a PS1 domain. PS1s play a crucial role in protein
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digestion in invertebrates [57]. The unique structure of these remipede venom proteins suggests that
the LDLa domains confer affinity for lipoproteins, while the PS1 domain facilitates their digestion by
hydrolysing their peptide bonds. Lipoproteins are abundantly present in crustaceans and perform a
variety of functions, including lipid transport, hemolymph clotting, defence against microorganisms,
and lipid storage in eggs [58]. The highly expressed LDLa domain enzymes present in remipede
venom may allow them to effectively digest and absorb the lipoproteins present in their crustacean
prey. It may be noteworthy that the cave system where X. tulumensis was collected houses a dense
population of atyid shrimp, Typhlatya pearsi. Although they predominantly inhabit the brackish water
above the halocline, they do penetrate the underlying marine water, where remipedes can prey upon
them. Since a very high percentage of these shrimp were observed to be gravid [59], it makes them a
particularly lipid-rich meal.
Chitinases are the second most abundantly expressed venom protein, as we found previously [12].
We recovered 13 chitinase contigs in our venom gland data that satisfied the expression level cut-off,
and 8 in the body tissue transcriptome, which suggests that chitinases exclusively expressed in
the venom glands may be undergoing a diversification that could underpin a functional radiation.
In support of this hypothesis, the residues crucial for chitinase activity were conserved in all seven
body tissue contigs that were of sufficient length to include the catalytic domain, but not in four of
the venom gland contigs. While three of these venom gland contigs (c30447_g1_i1; c93564_g1_i1;
c137531_g1_i1) are expressed at such low expression levels that they failed our expression level cut-off,
the fourth contig (c27030_g1_i1) is the third most highly expressed chitinase contig in the venom
glands and was detected in the venom proteome. Interestingly, the chitinase encoded by this contig
has substituted the critical catalytic glutamic acid for glycine in alignment position 341. This likely
abolishes chitinolytic activity as glutamic acid is the proton donor necessary for the enzyme’s activity.
But given its high level of expression it may play another role in the venom, enzymatic or otherwise.
Our phylogenetic analysis shows that remipede chitinases group together in several distinct
parts of the chitinase tree (see Supplementary Figure S2). Interestingly, all chitinases found in the
venom gland proteome and the top seven most highly expressed chitinase transcripts (expressed one
to three orders of magnitude more highly than the others) all cluster together in a single clade. The two
chitinase contigs that are most highly expressed in the whole body transcriptome are placed in two
different clades elsewhere in the tree.
Chitinases are known from a number of animal venoms, mostly from the venoms of arthropod
predators such as glycerid polychaetes, cephalopods, centipedes, scorpions, spiders, cnidarians,
and hymenopterans [32,33,35,36,47,52,60–63]. But chitinase expression in remipede venom glands
is probably unparalleled. Chitinase transcript c29839_g1_i1 is the single most highly expressed
transcript in the venom glands of the remipede. The expression of this one transcript is higher than the
expression of all transcripts combined within each of the other venom protein families, except PS1s
with LDLa domains.
Cephalopods, especially octopuses, again provide an instructive functional analogue for
the probale role of this venom protein in remipedes. Octopuses, like remipedes, are expert
crustacean predators, and chitinase is expressed at relatively high levels in their posterior salivary
glands [35,36,43,64]. Octopuses probably do not use their venom chitinase to derive significant
nutritional benefit from eating their prey’s chitinous exoskeleton; they are careful not to ingest too
much exoskeleton [64]. There is instead suggestive evidence that octopuses use their venom chitinases
as a crustacean can opener. Crustacean muscles insert on their chitinous endocuticle, and by weakening
this attachment, chitinases can assist PS1s in retrieving and digesting the prey’s muscle [64]. In one
published experiment crabs were taken from an octopus a minute and a half after it captured them.
Half an hour later the crab’s leg muscles slid out of their exoskeleton “like a string of sausages” [45]
(pp. 443–444). We suspect that remipedes deploy their venom chitinase in a similar manner. In one of
the few published field observations [65], a remipede was seen to feed on crustacean prey, after which
it released an empty exoskeletal husk. Although an additional role of chitinases as a spreading factor
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for remipede venom is possible as well, we suspect that its main function is disintegrating the bodily
integrity of crustacean prey.
2.3.2. Non-Enzymatic Proteins
The most highly expressed non-enzymatic, non-peptidic protein family in the venom of
X. tulumensis is vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF)-like protein. It is present in the venom
proteome and is predominantly represented by a single highly expressed contig (c29360_g3_i1;
see Supplementary Table S2). VEGF-like proteins have been detected in the venoms of viperid,
elapid and colubrid snakes, as well as anguimorph lizards, the platypus, and hymenopteran
venoms [19,37–39,66–70]. VEGF is a potent inducer of vascular permeability, and can thus act as
a spreading factor for the venom, as well as assist in prey capture by producing rapid hypotension and
shock. However, VEGF-like proteins can be expressed in many tissues, and may be lowly expressed in
venom, such as in colubrid snakes, suggesting instead an endophysiological role [66]. The relatively
high expression level of VEGF-like protein in the remipede venom glands, compared to its low level
of expression in the whole body transcriptome, suggests that it may play a role in remipede venom.
Since remipedes have not been seen to prey on vertebrates (although a possible sporadic influx of
larval open water fish into their cave system [59] does not preclude the possibility that remipedes
could occasionally prey on tiny fish), this venom protein probably doesn’t play a role in predation.
It has been proposed that in hymenopterans with cytolytic venoms, VEGF may help maintain an intact
venom gland by promoting cell growth [19,70]. Although a similar role is conceivable in remipedes
(xibalbin 10 is a possible candidate cytolytic toxin; see Section 2.3.3), VEGF might also play a role in
the defensive use of venom. When manipulating collected remipedes with forceps, they attack, grab
and audibly bite it with their venom delivering maxillules. It is possible that when taken in the mouth
by cave fish, X. tulumensis may deliver a defensive bite, with VEGF-like protein targeting the fish’s
circulatory system to cause a rapid drop in blood pressure. The effectiveness of hypotensive venom
peptides in faciliting escape from fish predators has recently been demonstrated for fangblennies [71],
and remipedes might rely on a similar strategy.
2.3.3. Peptides
Contrary to the previous transcriptome-based perception of remipede venom as being composed
almost exclusively of enzymes, our revised venom profile of X. tulumensis shows that it also contains
several novel putative neurotoxin-like peptides. Although the contig diversity is low compared
to other predatory arthropod venoms, the peptides we identified in the venom of X. tulumensis
comprise a significant 13 families spanning at least nine unique structural scaffolds, four of which lack
significant similarity to any known structural class. These peptides also include some of the most highly
expressed venom components identified—the transcript encoding the putative ICK U-xibalbin2-Xtu1a
is the second highest expressed contig in the venom gland transcriptome (c29772_g1_i1, FPKM
75,130.8), second only to a presumably enzymatically functional chitinase isoform (c29839_g1_i1, FPKM
178,137.36). Peptides, and especially cysteine-rich peptides, are therefore likely to play a greater role in
the venom of remipedes than previously thought, most likely as primarily neurotoxic components.
ICK peptides are among the most abundant cysteine-rich peptides known, and are found in
an exceptionally wide range of organisms where they most likely act as defense molecules against
pathogens (“defensins”) [72]. ICK peptides have also been identified in venoms from a number
of animal lineages, and confirming their presence in the venom of X. tulumensis therefore came as
no surprise. However, in addition to the previously reported xibalbin 1 and the extremely highly
expressed xibalbin 2, we also identified a highly unusual family of double ICK domain (dICK) peptides,
xibalbin 3. In stark contrast to the ubiquity of single ICK domain peptides, dICKs have previously only
been described from venoms from the mygalomorph spiders Haplopelma schmidtii (tau-TRTX-Hs1a,
henceforth Hs1a) [73] and Hadronyche infensa (pi-HXTX-Hi1a, henceforth Hi1a) [74] as well as the
araneomorph spider Cheiracanthium punctorium (delta-MGTX-Cp1, henceforth Cp1) [75]. In the cases
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of the mygalomorph toxins Hi1a and Hs1a, this unique double neurotoxin domain architecture allows
the toxins to act as bivalent ligands that bind virtually irreversibly to their molecular target [73,74].
The dICK architecture of the cytolytic peptide Cp1 also likely enables a bivalent mechanism of action.
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Figure 7. NeighborNet network, reconstructed in SplitsTree 4 [76], based on the structural alignment
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novel structural versions of this widely distributed and pharmacologically important peptide fold. It is
also interesting to note that xibalbin 4 was identified only in the venom gland transcriptome, where it
was highly expressed (c18306_g1_i1, FPKM 17,073.49), suggesting a venom-specific role, perhaps as
a neurotoxin.
While the ICK and CSαβ folds represent two defensin folds that have been recruited to a toxic or
putatively toxic role in several animal lineages, we also identified a possible third defensin fold that
has to our knowledge not previously been reported from any venom. Although xibalbin 10 shows no
significant overall sequence similarity to any peptide, its cysteine pattern and spacing is identical to
that of several hairpin-like β-sheet forming antimicrobial peptides (AMPs) such as the pancrustacean
arasins [77] and mammalian protegrins [78]. In the arasins, the antimicrobial activity is contained in
a cysteine-free proline- and arginine-rich N-terminal domain [79] that is not present in xibalbin 10.
This domain is also absent in protegrins, which instead exert their antimicrobial activity by assembling
into multimeric transmembrane β-barrel pores [80]. However, the antimicrobial activity of protegrins is
heavily dependent on a high number of positively charged residues and the presence of an amphipathic
structure [81], neither of which is present in xibalbin 10. It is also interesting to note that xibalbin 10 is
highly expressed in the venom glands and absent from the whole body transcriptome, which would be
unexpected for an AMP family. Together these observations suggest that xibalbin 10 is a novel family of
defensin-derived peptides with a venom-specific role, perhaps as pore-forming cytotoxins or neurotoxins.
Defensins have probably been an important source of putative peptide toxins in remipedes.
However, we also identified two hormone peptide families in the venom of X. tulumensis, namely ion
transport peptide and crustacean hyperglycemic hormones (ITP/CHH: xibalbin 6) and insulin-like
growth factor binding protein-related proteins (IGFBP-rp: xibalbin 7). Both these families are
taxonomically widespread—ITP/CHH within Ecdysozoa and IGFBP-rp within Bilateria—where
they perform diverse functions such as glucose metabolism, osmoregulation, neurosignalling, and
developmental control [82,83]. Both families also include examples of recruitment into animal venoms,
namely the venom insulins that are found in a wide range of cone snails [84] and the helical arthropod
neuropeptide-derived (HAND) toxins that are weaponised CHH/ITP peptides found in the venoms
of some spiders and centipedes [85]. The functional signifance of these peptides, however, is uncertain.
The transcript expression levels of xibalbin 6 and xibalbin 7 are moderate and very low, respectively.
Moreover, the body transcriptome contains IGFBP-rp encoding contigs that are identical to those
identified in the venom glands. And while the xibalbin 6 peptide identified in the venom is encoded by
a contig unique to the venom gland, it has retained the ancestral C-terminal tail that forms a fifth helix,
the loss of which appears to be crucial for the switch from a primarily hormonal or toxin-chaperone
function to that of a bona fide toxin [85]. Thus, although we cannot rule out that xibalbin 6 and 7
contribute to envenomation, our data suggest they are probably not integral to the toxicity of the venom.
In addition to venom peptide families where their likely origin provides clues as to their possible
venom function, we identified an additional four peptide families in the venom for which we were
unable to identify potential homologues outside X. tulumensis. Two of these are cysteine-rich peptide
families (xibalbin 8 and 9) that could represent entirely novel structural folds, while two consist
of putative linear peptide toxins that are encoded as multiple mature domains on their respective
transcripts (xibalbin 11 and 12). Of these, xibalbin 9 and 11 are particularly interesting given their
high expression levels in the venom gland (FPKM > 20,000) versus low expression level (xibalbin
09, FPKM 82) or complete absence (xibalbin 11) from the whole body transcriptome. Although the
potential activities of these venom peptides remain even more elusive and speculative than the peptide
families described above, it is interesting to note that xibalbin 11 encodes two domains that are both
proline-rich, which is a common feature among many bioactive non-cysteine-rich peptides.
3. Conclusions
Our study reveals the power of a combined transcriptomic and proteomic investigation of
remipede venom. The proteomic results confirm and extend our previous findings, and allowed
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Figure 8. Speculative illustration of the prey capture and the venom injection process of remipedes.
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Figure 9. Workflow of comparative proteomics and transcriptomics. PE sequencing is paired
end sequencing.
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4.2. Identification of Putative Toxins via Transcriptomics
4.2.1. RNA Extraction and Library Construction
Total RNA of venom gland tissue (VgT) was extracted at LGC Genomics Berlin using the
Trizol-GTI-LiCl method. Synthesis of cDNA and amplification was conducted with the Mint kit
(Evrogen, Moscow, Russia). After cDNA digestion, fragments were size selected on an LMP agarose
gel. To include shorter toxin sequences the size of selected fragments was lowered to 200 bp. Purified
fragments (MinElute Gel extraction kit, Qiagen, Hilden, Germany) were ligated to a pDNR-lib vector
(Clontech-Takara Bio USA, Mountain View, CA, USA) using the Fast Ligation Kit (New England
Biolabs, Ipswich, UK). Inserts were LMP agarose gel purified (MinElute Gel extraction kit) and ligated
to high-molecular weight DNA using a proprietary Sfi-linker (see also [12]). The sequencing library
was generated using the Illumina MiSeq V3 kit following the manufacturer’s protocol. Paired end
sequencing was performed in 600 cycles (2 × 300 bp) at the sequencing facility in the Natural History
Museum, London, UK. Total RNA of the body tissue from complete specimens (BodyT) was isolated
applying TRIzol according to the manufacturer’s instructions (Invitrogen, Grant Island, NY, USA).
Messenger RNA was purified using the Dynabeads mRNA Purification Kit (Invitrogen, Grand Island,
NY, USA) and sheared applying the RNA fragmentation reagent (Ambion, Austin, TX, USA). First
strands were transcribed using SuperScript™ II Reverse Transcriptase (Invitrogen, Grand Island, NY,
USA) and random N6 primer (IDT). Second strand cDNA synthesis was performed using RNase
H (Invitrogen, Grand Island, NY, USA) and DNA polymerase I (New England BioLabs, Ipswich,
MA, USA). After end repair, adapter ligation and size selection on agarose gels (250 ± 20 bp) and
indexing the library was paired end sequenced with 150 bp on Illumina HiSeq platform following the
manufacturer’s protocol at the Beijing Genomics Institution, Beijing, China.
4.2.2. Pre-Processing of RNA Sequence Reads
All reads from both libraries, representing the Venom gland transcriptome (VgT) and the body
transcriptome (BodyT) were pre-processed and quality checked before assembly. First, all reads
were visually checked for overrepresented sequences and general quality using FastQC v.0.11.2 [86].
Then Trimmomatic v.0.33 [87] was run to exclude all reads below a quality phred value of 20 (sliding
window size 4). A modified file of all available adapter and vector sequences was used to screen and
to clip sequences for adapter and vector contamination. All reads with lengths of less than 60 bp were
excluded. After this first step FastQC was used again to check all reads for each library. In a second
step Prinseq v.020.4 [88] was applied to trim putative poly-A and T contamination and to exclude
possible homopolymer sequences. Again reads shorter than 60 bp were excluded. Surviving singleton
reads from the paired end reads that matched all quality criteria were written into separate fastq files
for each sequencing direction and were included into the downstream analyses.
The MiSeq Illumina data for the VgT is available in NCBI via the bioproject PRJNA203251,
biosample SAMN02146300 and the SRA accession number SRR5483223. The BodyT Illumina HiSeq
data can be accessed via the bioproject PRJNA254312, biosample SAMN03142473, SRA accession
number SRS744741 and TSA entry GCBC01000000. Transcriptome assemblies, supplementary figures
and tables, including spreadsheet versions of Supplementary Tables S5–S8, and alignments of all
venom proteins are accessible via the Natural History Museum’s Data Portal at [89].
4.2.3. Comparative Read Assembly Strategy Using Trinity and SOAPdenovo-Trans
All pre-processed reads from both libraries were assembled to contigs using the assembly software
Trinity v.2.0.2 [90] with standard settings applying a minimum length of 101 bp. To test two different
assembly methods SOAPde novo-Trans v.1.0.3 [91] was also used to generate three assemblies with
kmer sizes of 31, 47 and 65 for the VgT library. After assembly all contig sequences were checked
again for vector, linker and adapter sequences performing a local VecScreen against a local UniVec [92]
and Emvec database [93]. All sequences that matched a possible contamination were automatically
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excluded. Finally, all surviving contigs with a minimum length of 138 bp were kept for subsequent
analyses. The SOAP assembly with kmer size 47 showed the highest number of contigs (197,240), and
was kept for subsequent analyses and comparison to the Trinity based assemblies (see also Table 1).
4.2.4. Read Mapping to Assess Expression Levels of Identified Putative Toxin Contigs
To assess expression levels of identified putative toxins all reads were mapped with 95% accuracy
against the assemblies using the software Segemehl 0.2.0 [94]. The resulting SAM files were converted
to sorted BAM and BAMindex files in Samtools v. 1.2 [95]. The read mapping results were visually
inspected with the program Tablet 1.14.11.07 [96] based on the sorted BAM files and extracted as table
format. All resulting read numbers for each contig are shown in the Supplementary Tables S5–S8
for Trinity and SOAP de novo based assembly strategies. It is important to keep in mind that a read
mapping after a kmer based assembly does not reflect the true and precise read distribution per contig,
but represents an approximation estimating the reads by a posteriori alignment approaches.
4.2.5. Identification of Putative Venom Toxins in Secreted Proteins of Assembly and Selection of
Optimal Assembly Strategy
To identify putative toxin transcripts all contigs were processed in a first step with the pipeline
developed in [97] (this step is labelled ‘I. Secreted proteins’ in Figure 9). In this pipeline all nucleotide
transcripts are translated in all six reading frames. Contigs are then blasted with an e-value of 0.0001
in a second step using BLASTP of the BLAST 2.2.30+ suite [98] against a database file including all
secreted cellular component proteins from UniProt (Term: SL0243 including all known 93,736 canonical
sequences and isoforms from secreted proteins and isoforms, April 2015). Matching sequences were
extracted from our libraries in the last pipeline step. Finally, sets of sequences of secreted proteins
were constructed, excluding duplicate sequences created by the six-frame translation. For all of these
contigs a local search for signal peptides was performed using SignalP 4.1 [99] with more sensitive
settings of SignalP 3.0 (0.34 for both D-cutoff values).
Putative toxin homologues were then identified in a two-fold approach: (1) applying a customized
script following the procedure described in [97] to search the results based on the InterPro ID’s of the
InterProscan 5 search [100] integrated in Blast2GO 2.8 [101]. We searched for the following IDs for 21
known toxin protein families and terms related to toxins: IPR009104, IPR001304, IPR014044, IPR001223,
IPR000010, IPR002223, IPR000566, IPR000566, M12, IPR001254, IPR001563, IPR001211, IPR000215,
IPR003582, IPR017766, IPR005853, Stonu, Gigan, Agat, toxin, venom; (2) Hidden Markov models were
trained using the version v3.1b2 of hmmer3 [102] based on alignments of 27 known, annotated toxin
sequences from UniProt (August 2016).
After analysing the results of the first toxin identification subsequent analysis steps were
conducted only with Trinity assembled data. A comparison of the results of SOAPdenovo-Trans
and Trinity assembled data showed that the SOAP assemblies yielded fewer matching sequences (see
Supplementary Tables S5–S8 and Figure S1). Furthermore, a comparison of alignments of putative toxin
contigs showed that SOAP-assembled contigs were generally much shorter than Trinity-based contigs.
4.2.6. Identification of Putative Venom Toxins in the Complete (Secreted and Non-Secreted Proteins)
Assembled Data
Next, the complete six-frame translated assembled data for venom glands and body tissue were
searched with hidden Markov models that were retrained with (a) putative venom toxins identified
above with the search restricted to secreted proteins and (b) venom proteins identified via mass
spectrometry. Additionally, highly expressed transcripts were searched separately by hand if they
were recovered by the hmm searches and checked via BLAST.
For every contig included in the final analyses the FPKM value was calculated, normalizing
the number of mapped fragments for the sequencing depth of each library and the length of each
contig [103,104]. This is crucial to facilitate comparisons of expression levels of contigs across protein
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families within transcriptome libraries. All contigs below a threshold of FPKM < 1.5, a minimal length
of 150 bp, and a minimum of 25 reads, were excluded to ensure further analyses were conservative
and to prevent over-interpreting the results.
4.3. Identification of Putative Toxins via Proteomics
Lyophilized venom was dissolved in ultrapure water to a concentration of 5 mg/mL prior to
proteomic analyses. To fractionate and visualize high-molecular weight proteins present in the venom
of X. tulumensis, 50 µg crude venom was separated by SDS-PAGE using a 12.5% Tris-Glycine gel. Bands
were visualized by staining with colloidal Coomassie followed by destaining of the gel with 1% acetic
acid. Individual bands were dissected, digested with trypsin, and tryptic peptides eluted as described
previously [32]. Proteins were then identified by analysing the tryptic peptides by LC-ESI-MS/MS and
matching the resulting fragment spectra with the venom gland and body transcriptomes translated
to all six reading frames using ProteinPilot v5.0 (ABSciex, Framingham, MA, USA) as described
below; see also Figure 9. LC-MS/MS experiments were carried out on a ABSciex 5600 TripleTOF mass
spectrometer as described below, but using a 30 min gradient of 2–45% solvent B (0.1% formic acid
(FA), 90% acetonitrile (ACN)) in 0.1% FA.
To further identify proteins and peptides found in the venom of X. tulumensis we also analysed
both native and trypsinized venom by LC-MS/MS; see Figure 9 for the processing flow. For digestion
by trypsin, 10 µg crude venom was first resuspended in 4 M urea 10% ACN 100 mM ammonium
bicarbonate, pH 8. Cystines were reduced by incubating with 5 mM dithiothreitol at 70 ◦ C for 5 min
and alkylated with 10 mM iodoacetamide at 37 ◦ C for 90 min. Reduced and alkylated venom was
then digested by incubating with 30 µg/µL trypsin overnight at 37 ◦ C in 2 M urea 10% ACN 100 mM
ammonium bicarbonate, pH 8, at a final substrate to enzyme ratio of 100:1. The digested sample was
desalted using a C18 ZipTip (Thermo Fisher, Waltham, FL, USA) and dried using a vacuum centrifuge.
For LC-MS/MS analyses, native or digested venom was dissolved in 0.5% FA and 2 µg analysed on
an AB Sciex 5600 TripleTOF equipped with a Turbo-V source heated to 550 ◦ C, and an AB Sciex 5600
TripleTOF equipped with a nano electrospray ion source. For analysis on the turbo source equipped
5600 mass spectrometer, venom was fractionated on a Shimadzu (Kyoto, Japan) Nexera UHPLC with
an Agilent Zorbax stable-bond C18 column (Santa Clara, CA, USA) (2.1 mm × 100 mm, 1.8 µm particle
size, 300 Å pore size), using a flow rate of 180 µL/min and a gradient of 1–40% solvent B (90% ACN,
0.1% FA) in 0.1% FA over 60 min. For analysis on the nano source equipped 5600 mass spectrometer,
venom was fractionated on a nano HPLC–MS–MS/MS on a Shimadzu Prominence Nano HPLC with
a Agilent C18 column (1 µm × 100 mm, 3 µm particle size, 90 Å pore size) over the same gradient as
above but at a flow of 500 nL/min.
MS1 spectra were acquired at 300–1800 m/z with an accumulation time of 250 ms, and selecting
the 20 most intense ions for MS2 scans acquired at 80–1400 m/z with an accumulation time of 100 ms
and optimized for high resolution. Precursor ions with a charge of +2 to +5 and an intensity of at
least 120 counts/s were selected, with a unit mass precursor ion inclusion window of ±0.7 Da, and
excluding isotopes within ±2 Da for MS/MS. MS/MS spectra were searched against venom gland
and body transcriptomes translated to all six reading frames using ProteinPilot v5.0 (ABSciex) using
thorough search. Amino acid substitutions and biological modifications were allowed in order to
identify potential post translational modifications but also to minimize the effect of false negatives
due to the inherent variability of venom toxins, isoform mismatch with transcriptome data, and to
account for chemical modifications due to experimental artefacts. Decoy-based false discovery rates
(FDR) was estimated by ProteinPilot v5.0, and only protein identifications with a corresponding local
FDR of <0.5% were considered significant.
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4.4. Final Comparative Toxin Identification and Analyses
4.4.1. Sequence Alignments, Phylogenetic Tree and Network Reconstructions
Sequence alignments were constructed for all identified putative toxin classes by including known
toxin proteins from the UniProt database and NCBI GenBank (Supplementary Materials). After testing
the best fitting substitution model with Prottest 3.4.2 [105], phylogenetic trees were computed for
selected proteins discussed in the text with RAxML 8.2 [106], applying the Maximum Likelihood
criterion (–f a and 1000 or 10,000 bootstraps; see figure legends of phylogenetic trees). Alignments of
venom proteins show often conserved domain regions in combination with highly divergent sequence
regions such as signalpeptide and propetide that are almost impossible to align. For that reason we cut
the alignments manually based on information of manually curated toxins for domain and propeptide
information to eliminate unalignable regions before reconstructing trees. Tree files from RAxML were
imported into Archaeopteryx version 0.9901 [107] to visualize the topology, and they were edited
in Adobe Illustrator (CS 5, Adobe Systems Software Ireland Ltd, Dublin, Ireland). Additionally,
neighbour joining networks were reconstructed in SplitsTree 4 [108] to identify conflicting signals in
our alignments. Adobe Illustrator was used for final graphics editing.
4.4.2. Assessing the Evolution of ICK Sequences by Extensive Data Mining in NCBI and UniProt
In 2014 [12] we described the first ICK scaffold-based putative remipede toxin (then referred to
as agatoxin-like) that we rename xibalbin 1 in this study. To understand the evolution of xibalbin 1
and other putative toxins with ICK cysteine scaffolds (xibalbins 2, 3, 13) within pancrustaceans we
used contig c29168 as a query in a BLAST search (e-value 0.001) against NCBI (nr) and UniProt for
possible homologues within invertebrates. Additionally, available sequences of arthropods and other
invertebrates were included from TSA (Transcriptome Sequencing Archive) and SRA (Sequencing
Read Archive). Publicly available assemblies from next generation sequencing (NGS) in TSA were
used to search for putative ICK scaffold peptides via trained hidden Markov models (HMMs) for this
protein (e-value 0.001). The HMMs were also applied to search for putative ICK contigs in eight new
assemblies of crustaceans from the SRA representing several major crustacean lineages (see Table 3).
Raw data was processed with the same programs and settings that were used to generate the remipede
transcriptome data, with the exception of a quality threshold of phred 30 for Trimmomatic.
Table 3. Overview of data for pancrustacean taxa mined from next generation sequencing archives in
NCBI, TSA (assemblies) and SRA (raw data); databases were last accessed in April 2016. All possible
crustacean sequences were included as well as new data from early hexapod lineages. For the two
venomous parasitic crustaceans Caligus rogercresseyi and Lepeoptheirus salmonis and six other crustaceans
the SRA data was newly assembled either due to lack of information about the assembly or to improve
on the quality and quantity of available sequences.
Pancrustacean Group

Major Group

Species

Thecostraca (Cirripedia)

Tetraclita japonica (OA)

Copepoda

Calanus finmarchicus
Tigriopus californicus
Caligus rogercresseyi (OA)
Caligus rogercresseyi (bad data)
Lepeophtheirus salmonis (OA)
Lepeophtheirus salmonis (bad data)

TSA

x

SRR1232138
x
ERR262962
x

Branchiura

Decapoda

Procambarus clarkii
Astacus astacus
Carcinus maenas
Eriocheir sinsensis
Euphausia crystallorophias (OA)

Amphipoda

Ligia exotica (OA)
Asellus aquaticus
Armadillidium vulgare (OA)
Hyalella azteca

x

Triops newberryi

x

Branchiopoda

No Matching Sequence

x
x

Argulus siamensis (OA)
Argulus foliaceus (OA)

Major crustacean lineages

SRA
SRR426837

x
SRR514120
SRR3183279

x
x
x
x

x
ERR264582
DRR054553

x
SRR1324800
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Table 3. Cont.
Pancrustacean Group

Early hexapod lineages

Major Group

Species

TSA

Protura

Acerentomon sp. AD-2013

x

Diplura

Campodea augens
Occasjapyx japonicus

x
x

Collembola

Tetrodontophora bielanensis
Anurida maritima
Folsomia candida
Sminthurus viridis
Pogonognathellus sp. AD-2013

x
x
x
x
x

Archaeognatha

Machilis hrabei

x

Zygentoma

Thermobia domestica

x

Odonata

Calopteryx splendens

x

SRA

No Matching Sequence

x

x

Supplementary Materials: The following are available online at www.mdpi.com/2072-6651/9/8/234/s1,
Figure S1: Comparison of the assembled transcripts from the two different assembly strategies Soap denovo–Tran
and Trinity, which match secreted proteins after translation to amino acids, Figure S2: Phylogenetic tree
reconstructed of all chitinase sequences, Figure S3: Phylogenetic tree reconstructed from an alignment of
all peptidase S1 sequences, Figure S4: Phylogenetic tree reconstructed from an alignment of all dICK and
ICK sequences, Figure S5: Neighbour joining network reconstructed from an alignment of all dICK and ICK
sequences, Table S1: Venom gland proteomics, Table S2: Venom gland tissue transcriptomics, Table S3: Whole body
transcriptomics, Table S4: Novel remipede venom peptide families and peptides named according to the rational
nomenclature for venom peptide toxins proposed by King et al, Table S5: Venom gland tissue transcriptome (SOAP
denovo-Tran contigs that match against secreted proteins [UniProtSL0243]), Table S6: Whole body transcriptome
(SOAP denovo-Tran contigs that match against secreted proteins [UniProtSL0243]), Table S7: Whole body tissue
transcriptome (Trinity contigs that match against secreted proteins [UniProtSL0243]), Table S8: Venom gland
tissue transcriptome (Trinity contigs that match against secreted proteins [UniProtSL0243]).
Acknowledgments: B.M.v.R. was funded by grants of the DFG (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft) RE3454/1-1,
RE3454/1-2 and RE3454/2-1, while E.A.B.U. acknowledges support from the Australian Research Council
(Discovery Early Career Researcher Award DE160101142). B.M.v.R. thanks Bernhard Misof and Alexander Donath
for their support during his stay at the Center for Molecular Biodiversity Research (Research Museum Alexander
Koenig, Bonn) as host institution conducting part of the analyses. B.M.v.R. and R.A.J. also thank Tim Littlewood
for his support and the Natural History Museum London for a DIF bid grant to conduct fieldwork on the Yucatan,
Mexico. Robert “Robbie” Schmittner, owner of Xibalba Dive-Center (Tulum, Mexico), was an important and
creative help for local logistics in Mexico and great safety and filming cave diver for B.M.v.R. while collecting
remipedes. Henning Lucht is also thanked as the third safety diver. We especially thank Fernando Alvarez
Noguera for his collaboration. Remipede specimens were collected under collection permission FAUT-0104
for Bjoern von Reumont in Quintana Roo. Sr. Espinosa was so kind to grant access and to allow us diving
on his property. Peter Foster from the NHM London was so kind as to provide a Python script to handle
Tablet output tables. B.M.v.R. thanks the 1KITE consortium (www.1KITE.org), in particular Bernhard Misof,
Karen Meusemann, Daniela Bartel, Alexander Donath and the Basal Hexapod working group for the collaborative
work and sequencing of Xibalbanus tulumensis body transcriptomes. We are also grateful to Glenn F. King at the
Institute for Molecular Bioscience, the University of Queensland, Australia, for providing lab space and resources
for the proteomic aspect of this study.
Author Contributions: B.M.v.R. and R.A.J. designed the study. B.M.v.R. collected and dissected specimens,
processed transcriptomic data and developed and conducted transcriptome data analyses. E.A.B.U generated
all proteomic data. R.-T.J. performed initial phylogenetic analyses of ICK peptides. B.M.v.R., R.A.J. and E.A.B.U.
conducted data analyses and drafted the manuscript; all authors wrote the paper.
Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References
1.
2.

3.
4.

Neiber, M.T.; Hartke, T.R.; Stemme, T.; Bergmann, A.; Rust, J.; Iliffe, T.M.; Koenemann, S. Global biodiversity
and phylogenetic evaluation of Remipedia (Crustacea). PLoS ONE 2011, 6, e19627. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Olesen, J.; Meland, K.; Glenner, H.; Van Hengstum, P.J.; Iliffe, T.M. Xibalbanus cozumelensis, a new species of
Remipedia (Crustacea) from Cozumel, Mexico, and a molecular phylogeny of Xibalbanus on the Yucatán
Peninsula. Eur. J. Taxon. 2017, 316, 1–27.
Yager, J. Remipedia, a new class of Crustacea from a marine cave in the Bahamas. J. Crustac. Biol. 1981, 1,
328–333. [CrossRef]
Schram, F.R.; Hof, C.H.J. Fossils and interrelationships of major crustacean groups. In Arthropod Fossils and
Phylogeny; Edgecombe, G.D., Ed.; Columbia University Press: New York, NY, USA, 1998; pp. 233–302.

Toxins 2017, 9, 234

5.
6.

7.

8.

9.
10.
11.
12.

13.

14.
15.
16.

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

26.

21 of 25

Martin, J.W.; Davis, G.E. An Updated Classification of the Recent Crustacea; Science Series; Natural History
Museum Los Angeles County: Los Angeles, CA, USA, 2001; Volume 39, pp. 1–124.
Von Reumont, B.M.; Jenner, R.A.; Wills, M.A.; Dell’Ampio, E.; Ebersberger, I.; Meyer, B.; Koenemann, S.;
Iliffe, T.M.; Stamatakis, A.; Niehuis, O.; et al. Pancrustacean phylogeny in the light of new phylogenomic
data: Support for Remipedia as the sister group of Hexapoda. Mol. Biol. Evol. 2012, 29, 1031–1045. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]
Oakley, T.H.; Wolfe, J.M.; Lindgren, A.R.; Zaharoff, A.K. Phylotranscriptomics to bring the understudied
into the fold: Monophyletic Ostracoda, fossil placement, and pancrustacean phylogeny. Mol. Biol. Evol. 2013,
30, 215–233. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Misof, B.; Liu, S.; Meusemann, K.; Peters, R.; Donath, A.; Mayer, C.; Frandsen, P.; Ware, J.; Flouri, T.; Beutel, R.
Phylogenomics resolves the timing and pattern of insect evolution. Science 2014, 346, 763–767. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]
Schwentner, M.; Combosch, D.J.; Nelson, J.P.; Giribet, G. A phylogenomic solution to the origin of insects by
resolving crustacean-hexapod relationships. Curr. Biol. 2017, 27, 1818–1824. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Von Reumont, B.M.; Burmester, T. Remipedia and the evolution of hexapods. In Encyclopedia of Life Science;
John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.: Chichester, UK, 2010; pp. 1–6.
Von Reumont, B.M.; Campbell, L.I.; Jenner, R.A. Quo Vadis venomics? A roadmap to neglected venomous
invertebrates. Toxins 2014, 6, 3488–3551. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Von Reumont, B.M.; Blanke, A.; Richter, S.; Alvarez, F.; Bleidorn, C.; Jenner, R.A. The first venomous
crustacean revealed by transcriptomics and functional morphology: Remipede venom glands express a
unique toxin cocktail dominated by enzymes and a neurotoxin. Mol. Biol. Evol. 2014, 31, 48–58. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]
Hoenemann, M.; Neiber, M.T.; Humphreys, W.F.; Iliffe, T.M.; Li, D.; Schram, F.R.; Koenemann, S. Phylogenetic
analysis and systematic revision of Remipedia (Nectiopoda) from Bayesian analysis of molecular data.
J. Crustac. Biol. 2013, 33, 603–619. [CrossRef]
Stemme, T.; Iliffe, T.M.; Bicker, G. Olfactory pathway in Xibalbanus tulumensis: Remipedian hemiellipsoid
body as homologue of hexapod mushroom body. Cell Tissue Res. 2016, 363, 635–648. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Kohlhage, K.; Yager, J. An analysis of swimming in remipede crustaceans. Philos. Trans. R. Soc. Lond. B 1994,
346, 213–221. [CrossRef]
Fanenbruck, M.; Harzsch, S.; Wägele, J.W. The brain of the Remipedia (Crustacea) and an alternative
hypothesis on their phylogenetic relationships. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 2004, 101, 3868–3873. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]
Undheim, E.; Fry, B.; King, G. Centipede venom: Recent discoveries and current state of knowledge. Toxins
2015, 7, 679–704. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Kuhn-Nentwig, L.; Stöcklin, R.; Nentwig, W. Venom composition and strategies in spiders. Adv. Insect Physiol.
2011, 40, 1–86.
Liu, Z.; Chen, S.; Zhou, Y.; Xie, C.; Zhu, B.; Zhu, H.; Liu, S.; Wang, W.; Chen, H.; Ji, Y. Deciphering the
venomic transcriptome of killer-wasp Vespa velutina. Sci. Rep. 2015, 5, 9454. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Touchard, A.; Aili, S.R.; Fox, E.G.; Escoubas, P.; Orivel, J.; Nicholson, G.M.; Dejean, A. The biochemical toxin
arsenal from ant venoms. Toxins 2016, 8. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Dias, N.B.; de Souza, B.M.; Gomes, P.C.; Brigatte, P.; Palma, M.S. Peptidome profiling of venom from the
social wasp Polybia paulista. Toxicon 2015, 107, 290–303. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Schmidt, J.O. The Sting of the Wild; Johns Hopkins University Press: Baltimore, MD, USA, 2016.
King, G.F.; Hardy, M.C. Spider-venom peptides: Structure, pharmacology, and potential for control of insect
pests. Annu. Rev. Entomol. 2013, 58, 475–496. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Luna-Ramírez, K.; Quintero-Hernández, V.; Juárez-González, V.R.; Possani, L.D. Whole transcriptome of the
venom gland from Urodacus yaschenkoi scorpion. PLoS ONE 2015, 10, e0127883. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Mathe-Hubert, H.; Colinet, D.; Deleury, E.; Belghazi, M.; Ravallec, M.; Poulain, J.; Dossat, C.; Poirie, M.;
Gatti, J.L. Comparative venomics of Psyttalia lounsburyi and P. concolor, two olive fruit fly parasitoids:
A hypothetical role for a GH1 beta-glucosidase. Sci. Rep. 2016, 6, 35873. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Schwarz, A.; Von Reumont, B.M.; Erhart, J.; Chagas, A.C.; Ribeiro, J.M.C.; Kotsyfakis, M. De novo
Ixodes ricinus salivary gland transcriptome analysis using two next-generation sequencing methodologies.
FASEB J. 2013, 27, 4745–4756. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Toxins 2017, 9, 234

27.
28.

29.

30.
31.

32.

33.
34.

35.
36.

37.
38.
39.

40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.

48.

22 of 25

Rokyta, D.R.; Lemmon, A.R.; Margres, M.J.; Aronow, K. The venom-gland transcriptome of the Eastern
diamondback rattlesnake (Crotalus adamanteus). BMC Genom. 2012, 13, 312. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Rokyta, D.R.; Wray, K.P.; Lemmon, A.R.; Lemmon, E.M.; Caudle, S.B. A high-throughput venom-gland
transcriptome for the Eastern diamondback rattlesnake (Crotalus adamanteus) and evidence for pervasive
positive selection across toxin classes. Toxicon 2011, 57, 657–671. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Barghi, N.; Concepcion, G.P.; Olivera, B.M.; Lluisma, A.O. High conopeptide diversity in Conus tribblei
revealed through analysis of venom duct transcriptome using two high-throughput sequencing platforms.
Mar. Biotechnol. 2015, 17, 81–98. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
King, G.K.; Gentz, M.C.; Escoubas, P.; Nicholson, G.M. A rational nomenclature for naming peptide toxins
from spiders and other venomous animals. Toxicon 2008, 52, 264–276. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Undheim, E.A.B.; Jones, A.; Clauser, K.R.; Holland, J.W.; Pineda, S.S.; King, G.F.; Fry, B.G. Clawing
through evolution: Toxin diversification and convergence in the ancient lineage Chilopoda (centipedes).
Mol. Biol. Evol. 2014, 31, 1–25. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Macrander, J.; Broe, M.; Daly, M. Multi-copy venom genes hidden in de novo transcriptome assemblies, a
cautionary tale with the snakelocks sea anemone Anemonia sulcata (Pennant, 1977). Toxicon 2015, 108, 184–188.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]
Oliveira, U.C.D.; Candido, D.M.; Dorce, V.A.C.; Junqueira-De-Azevedo, I.D.L.M. The transcriptome recipe
for the venom cocktail of Tityus bahiensis scorpion. Toxicon 2015, 95, 52–61. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Rokyta, D.R.; Ward, M.J. Venom-gland transcriptomics and venom proteomics of the black-back scorpion
(Hadrurus spadix) reveal detectability challenges and an unexplored realm of animal toxin diversity. Toxicon
2017, 128, 23–37. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Cornet, V.; Henry, J.; Corre, E.; Le Corguille, G.; Zanuttini, B.; Zatylny-Gaudin, C. Dual role of the cuttlefish
salivary proteome in defense and predation. J. Proteom. 2014, 108, 209–222. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Whitelaw, B.L.; Strugnell, J.M.; Faou, P.; da Fonseca, R.A.; Hall, N.E.; Norman, M.; Finn, J.; Cooke, I.R.
Combined transcriptomic and proteomic analysis of the posterior salivary gland from the Southern
blue-ringed octopus and the Southern sand octopus. J. Proteome Res. 2016, 15, 3284–3297. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]
Mackessy, S.P.; Saviola, A.J. Understanding biological roles of venoms among the Caenophidia: The
importance of rear-fanged snakes. Integr. Comp. Biol. 2016, 56, 1004–1021. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Fry, B.G. Venomous Reptiles & Their Toxins. Evolution, Pathophysiology & Biodiversity; Oxford University Press:
Oxford, UK, 2015.
Sanggaard, K.W.; Dyrlund, T.F.; Thomsen, L.R.; Nielsen, T.A.; Brøndum, L.; Wang, T.; Thøgersen, I.B.;
Enghild, J.J. Characterization of the gila monster (Heloderma suspectum suspectum) venom proteome. J. Proteom.
2015, 117, 1–11. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Pilson, M.E.Q.; Taylor, P.B. Hole drilling by octopus. Science 1961, 134, 1366–1368. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Runham, N.W.; Bailey, C.J.; Carr, M.; Evans, C.A.; Malham, S. Hole drilling in crab and gastropod shells by
Eledone cirrhosa (Lamarck, 1798). Sci. Mar. 1997, 61, 67–76.
Grisley, M.S.; Boyle, P.R.; Key, L.N. Eye puncture as a route of entry for saliva during predation on crabs by
the octopus Eledone cirrhosa (Lamarck). J. Exp. Mar. Biol. Ecol. 1996, 202, 225–237. [CrossRef]
Grisley, M.S. Separation and partial characterization of salivary enzymes expressed during prey handling in
the octopus Eledone cirrhosa. Comp. Biochem. Physiol. 1993, 105B, 183–192. [CrossRef]
Grisley, M.S.; Boyle, P.R. Bioassay and proteolytic activity of digestive enzymes from octopus saliva.
Comp. Biochem. Physiol. 1987, 88, 1117–1123. [CrossRef]
Nixon, M. Is there external digestion by Octopus? J. Zool. 1984, 202, 441–447. [CrossRef]
Fry, B.G.; Roelants, K.; Norman, J.A. Tentacles of venom: Toxic protein convergence in the Kingdom Animalia.
J. Mol. Evol. 2009, 68, 311–321. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Ruder, T.; Sunagar, K.; Undheim, E.A.B.; Ali, S.A.; Wai, T.-C.; Low, D.H.W.; Jackson, T.N.W.; King, G.F.;
Antunes, A.; Fry, B.G. Molecular phylogeny and evolution of the proteins encoded by coleoid (cuttlefish,
octopus, and squid) posterior venom glands. J. Mol. Evol. 2013, 76, 192–204. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
De Graaf, D.C.; Aerts, M.; Brunain, M.; Desjardins, C.A.; Jacobs, F.J.; Werren, J.H.; Devreese, B. Insights into
the venom composition of the ectoparasitoid wasp Nasonia vitripennis from bioinformatic and proteomic
studies. Insect Mol. Biol. 2010, 19, 11–26. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Toxins 2017, 9, 234

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.
58.
59.

60.

61.
62.
63.

64.
65.

66.
67.

23 of 25

Yan, Z.; Fang, Q.; Wang, L.; Liu, J.; Zhu, Y.; Wang, F.; Li, F.; Werren, J.H.; Ye, G. Insights into the venom
composition and evolution of an endoparasitoid wasp by combining proteomic and transcriptomic analyses.
Sci. Rep. 2016, 6, 19604. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Veiga, A.B.G.; Ribeiro, J.M.C.; Guimarães, J.A.; Francischetti, I.M.B. A catalog for the transcripts from the
venomous structures of the caterpillar Lonomia obliqua: Identification of the proteins potentially involved in
the coagulation disorder and hemorrhagic syndrome. Gene 2005, 355, 11–27. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Haney, R.A.; Ayoub, N.A.; Clarke, T.H.; Hayashi, C.Y.; Garb, J.E. Dramatic expansion of the black widow
toxin arsenal uncovered by multi-tissue transcriptomics and venom proteomics. BMC Genom. 2014, 15, 366.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]
Haney, R.A.; Clarke, T.H.; Gadgil, R.; Fitzpatrick, R.; Hayashi, C.Y.; Ayoub, N.A.; Garb, J.E. Effects of
gene duplication, positive selection and shifts in gene expression on the evolution of the venom gland
transcriptome in widow spiders. Genome Biol. Evol. 2016, 8, 228–242. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Santiago, P.B.; Assumpção, T.C.F.; Nunes de Araújo, C.; Marques Dourado Bastos, I.; Neves, D.; Garcia da
Silva, I.; Charneau, S.; Queiroz, R.M.L.; Raiol, T.; de Araújo Oliveira, J.V.; et al. A deep insight into the
sialome of Rhodnius neglectus, a cector of Chagas disease. PLoS Negl. Trop. Dis. 2016, 10, e0004581. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]
Dantuma, N.P.; Potters, M.; De Winther, M.P.J.; Tensen, C.P.; Kooiman, F.P.; Bogerd, J.; van der Horst, D.J.
An insect homolog of the vertebrate very low density lipoprotein receptor mediates endocytosis of
lipophorins. J. Lipid Res. 1999, 40, 973–978. [PubMed]
Parra-Peralbo, E.; Culi, J. Drosophila lipophorin receptors mediate the uptake of neutral lipids in oocytes
and imaginal disc cells by an endocytosis-independent mechanism. PLoS Genet. 2011, 7, 1–16. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]
Rodenburg, K.W.; van der Horst, D.J. Lipoprotein-mediated lipid transport in insects: Analogy to the
mammalian lipid carrier system and novel concepts for the functioning of LDL receptor family members.
Biochim. Biophys. Acta Mol. Cell Biol. Lipids 2005, 1736, 10–29. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Muhlia-Almazán, A.; Sánchez-Paz, A.; García-Carreño, F.L. Invertebrate trypsins: A review. J. Comp. Physiol. B
2008, 178, 655–672. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Yepiz-Plascencia, G.; Vargas-Albores, F.; Higuera-Ciapara, I. Penaeid shrimp hemolymph lipoproteins.
Aquaculture 2000, 191, 177–189. [CrossRef]
Koenemann, S.; Iliffe, T.M. Class Remipedia Yager, 1981. In Treatise on Zoology—Anatomy, Taxonomy,
Biology. The Crustacea; von Vaupel Klein, J.C., Charmantier-Daures, M., Schram, F.R., Eds.; Brill: Leiden,
The Netherlands, 2013; Volume 4, pp. 125–177.
Fernandes-Pedrosa, M.; Junqueira-De-Azevedo, I.; Gonçalves-De-Andrade, R.; Kobashi, L.; Almeida, D.;
Ho, P.; Tambourgi, D. Transcriptome analysis of Loxosceles laeta (Araneae, Sicariidae) spider venomous gland
using expressed sequence tags. BMC Genom. 2008, 9, 279. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Lee, S.H.; Baek, J.H.; Yoon, K.A. Differential properties of venom peptides and proteins in solitary vs. social
hunting wasps. Toxins 2016, 8. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Moreau, S.; Asgari, S. Venom proteins from parasitoid wasps and their biological functions. Toxins 2015, 7,
2385–2412. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Balasubramanian, P.G.; Beckmann, A.; Warnken, U.; Schnolzer, M.; Schuler, A.; Bornberg-Bauer, E.;
Holstein, T.W.; Ozbek, S. Proteome of Hydra nematocyst. J. Biol. Chem. 2012, 287, 9672–9681. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]
Grisley, M.S.; Boyle, P.R. Chitinase, a new enzyme in octopus saliva. Comp. Biochem. Physiol. 1990, 95B,
311–316. [CrossRef]
Schram, F.R.; Lewis, C.A. Functional morphology of feeding in the Nectiopoda. In Crustacean Issues 6.
Functional Morphology of Feeding and Grooming in Crustacea; Felgenhauer, B.E., Watling, L., Thistle, A.B., Eds.;
Balkema: Rotterdam, The Netherlands, 1989; pp. 115–122.
Junqueira-de-Azevedo, I.L.M.; Campos, P.F.; Ching, A.T.C.; Mackessy, S.P. Colubrid venom composition:
An -omics perspective. Toxins 2016, 8, 230. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Whittington, C.M.; Papenfuss, A.T.; Locke, D.P.; Mardis, E.R.; Wilson, R.K.; Abubucker, S.; Mitreva, M.;
Wong, E.S.W.; Hsu, A.L.; Kuchel, P.W.; et al. Novel venom gene discovery in the platypus. Genome Biol. Evol.
2010, 11, R95. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Toxins 2017, 9, 234

68.

69.
70.

71.

72.
73.
74.

75.

76.
77.

78.

79.

80.
81.

82.
83.
84.

85.

86.

24 of 25

Mcgivern, J.J.; Wray, K.P.; Margres, M.J.; Couch, M.E.; Mackessy, S.P.; Rokyta, D.R. RNA-seq and
high-definition mass spectrometry reveal the complex and divergent venoms of two rear-fanged colubrid
snakes. BMC Genom. 2014, 15, 1061. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Fry, B.G.; Vidal, N.; van der Weerd, L.; Kochva, E.; Renjifo, C. Evolution and diversification of the Toxifera
reptile venom system. J. Proteom. 2009, 72, 127–136. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Dos Santos Pinto, J.R.A.; Fox, E.G.P.; Saidemberg, D.M.; Santos, L.D.; da Silva Menegasso, A.R.;
Costa-Manso, E.; Machado, E.A.; Bueno, O.C.; Palma, M.S. Proteomic view of the venom from the fire
ant Solenopsis invicta Buren. J. Proteome Res. 2012, 11, 4643–4653. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Casewell, N.R.; Visser, J.C.; Baumann, K.; Dobson, J.; Han, H.; Kuruppu, S.; Morgan, M.; Romilio, A.;
Weisbecker, V.; Ali, S.A.; et al. The evolution of fangs, venom, and mimicry systems in blenny fishes.
Curr. Biol. 2017, 27, 1184–1191. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Undheim, E.A.; Mobli, M.; King, G.F. Toxin structures as evolutionary tools: Using conserved 3D folds to
study the evolution of rapidly evolving peptides. Bioessays 2016, 38, 539–548. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Bohlen, C.J.; Priel, A.; Zhou, S.; King, D.; Siemens, J.; Julius, D. A bivalent tarantula toxin activates the
capsaicin receptor, TRPV1, by targeting the outer pore domain. Cell 2010, 141, 834–845. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Chassagnon, I.R.; McCarthy, C.A.; Chin, Y.K.-Y.; Pineda, S.S.; Keramidas, A.; Mobli, M.; Pham, V.;
De Silva, T.M.; Lynch, J.W.; Widdop, R.E.; et al. Potent neuroprotection after stroke afforded by a double-knot
spider-venom peptide that inhibits acid-sensing ion channel 1a. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 2017, 114,
3750–3755. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Vassilevski, A.A.; Fedorova, I.M.; Maleeva, E.E.; Korolkova, Y.V.; Efimova, S.S.; Samsonova, O.V.;
Schagina, L.V.; Feofanov, A.V.; Magazanik, L.G.; Grishin, E.V. Novel class of spider toxin: Active principle
from the yellow sac spider Cheiracanthium punctorium venom is a unique two-domain polypeptide.
J. Biol. Chem. 2010, 285, 32293–32302. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Huson, D.H.; Bryant, D. Application of phylogenetic networks in evolutionary studies. Mol. Biol. Evol. 2006,
23, 254–267. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Stensvåg, K.; Haug, T.; Sperstad, S.V.; Rekdal, O.; Indrevoll, B.; Styrvold, O.B. Arasin 1, a proline-arginine-rich
antimicrobial peptide isolated from the spider crab, Hyas araneus. Dev. Comp. Immunol. 2008, 32, 275–285.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]
Kokryakov, V.N.; Harwig, S.S.; Panyutich, E.A.; Shevchenko, A.A.; Aleshina, G.M.; Shamova, O.V.;
Korneva, H.A.; Lehrer, R.I. Protegrins: Leukocyte antimicrobial peptides that combine features of corticostatic
defensins and tachyplesins. FEBS Lett. 1993, 327, 231–236. [CrossRef]
Paulsen, V.S.; Blencke, H.-M.; Benincasa, M.; Haug, T.; Eksteen, J.J.; Styrvold, O.B.; Scocchi, M.; Stensvåg, K.
Structure-activity relationships of the antimicrobial peptide arasin 1—And mode of action studies of the
N-terminal, proline-rich region. PLoS ONE 2013, 8, e53326. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Sokolov, Y.; Mirzabekov, T.; Martin, D.W.; Lehrer, R.I.; Kagan, B.L. Membrane channel formation by
antimicrobial protegrins. Biochim. Biophys. Acta 1999, 1420, 23–29. [CrossRef]
Chen, J.; Falla, T.J.; Liu, H.; Hurst, M.A.; Fujii, C.A.; Mosca, D.A.; Embree, J.R.; Loury, D.J.; Radel, P.A.;
Cheng Chang, C.; et al. Development of protegrins for the treatment and prevention of oral mucositis:
Structure-activity relationships of synthetic protegrin analogues. Biopolymers 2000, 55, 88–98. [CrossRef]
Ebberink, R.H.M.; Smit, A.B.; Van Minnen, J. The insulin family: Evolution of structure and function in
vertebrates and invertebrates. Biol. Bull. 1989, 117, 176–182. [CrossRef]
Montagné, N.; Desdevises, Y.; Soyez, D.; Toullec, J.-Y. Molecular evolution of the crustacean hyperglycemic
hormone family in ecdysozoans. BMC Evol. Biol. 2010, 10, 62. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Safavi-Hemami, H.; Lu, A.; Li, Q.; Fedosov, A.E.; Biggs, J.; Showers Corneli, P.; Seger, J.; Yandell, M.;
Olivera, B.M. Venom insulins of cone snails diversify rapidly and track prey taxa. Mol. Biol. Evol. 2016, 33,
2924–2934. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Undheim, E.A.B.; Grimm, L.L.; Low, C.-F.; Morgenstern, D.; Herzig, V.; Zobel-Thropp, P.; Pineda, S.S.;
Habib, R.; Dziemborowicz, S.; Fry, B.G.; et al. Weaponization of a hormone: Convergent recruitment
of hyperglycemic hormone into the venom of arthropod predators. Structure 2015, 23, 1–11. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]
Babraham Bioinformatics. Available online: www.bioinformatics.babraham.ac.uk/projects/fastqc/
(accessed on 1 April 2016).

Toxins 2017, 9, 234

87.
88.
89.
90.

91.

92.
93.
94.

95.

96.

97.

98.
99.
100.

101.

102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.

25 of 25

Bolger, A.M.; Lohse, M.; Usadel, B. Trimmomatic: A flexible trimmer for Illumina sequence data.
Bioinformatics 2014, 30, 2114–2120. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Schmieder, R.; Edwards, R. Quality control and preprocessing of metagenomic datasets. Bioinformatics 2011,
27, 863–864. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Natural History Museum’s Data Portal. Available online: http://data.nhm.ac.uk/dataset/supplementarydata-remipede-toxins-paper (accessed on 10 July 2017).
Grabherr, M.G.; Haas, B.J.; Yassour, M.; Levin, J.Z.; Thompson, D.A.; Amit, I.; Adiconis, X.; Fan, L.;
Raychowdhury, R.; Zeng, Q.; et al. Full-length transcriptome assembly from RNA-Seq data without a
reference genome. Nat. Biotechnol. 2011, 29, 644–652. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Xie, Y.; Wu, G.; Tang, J.; Luo, R.; Patterson, J.; Liu, S.; Huang, W.; He, G.; Gu, S.; Li, S.; et al.
SOAPdenovo-Trans: De novo transcriptome assembly with short RNA-Seq reads. Bioinformatics 2014,
30, 1660–1666. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
UniVec. Available online: ftp.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pub/UniVec/ (accessed on 1 April 2016).
Emvec. Available online: ftp.ebi.ac.uk/pub/databases/emvec (accessed on 1 April 2016).
Hoffmann, S.; Otto, C.; Kurtz, S.; Sharma, C.M.; Khaitovich, P.; Vogel, J.; Stadler, P.F.; Hackermüller, J.
Fast mapping of short sequences with mismatches, insertions and deletions using index structures.
PLoS Comput. Biol. 2009, 5, e1000502. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Li, H.; Handsaker, B.; Wysoker, A.; Fennell, T.; Ruan, J.; Homer, N.; Marth, G.; Abecasis, G.; Durbin, R.;
Subgroup, G.P.D.P. The sequence alignment/map format and SAMtools. Bioinformatics 2009, 25, 2078–2079.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]
Milne, I.; Stephen, G.; Bayer, M.; Cock, P.J.A.; Pritchard, L.; Cardle, L.; Shaw, P.D.; Marshall, D. Using Tablet
for visual exploration of second-generation sequencing data. Brief. Bioinform. 2013, 14, 193–202. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]
Von Reumont, B.M.; Campbell, L.I.; Richter, S.; Hering, L.; Sykes, D.; Hetmank, J.; Jenner, R.A.; Bleidorn, C.
A polychaete’s powerful punch: Venom gland transcriptomics of Glycera reveals a complex cocktail of toxin
homologs. Genome Biol. Evol. 2014, 6, 2406–2423. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Camacho, C.; Coulouris, G.; Avagyan, V.; Ma, N.; Papadopoulos, J.; Bealer, K.; Madden, T.L. BLAST+:
Architecture and applications. BMC Bioinform. 2009, 10, 421. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Petersen, T.N.; Brunak, S.; Heijne, G.V.; Nielsen, H. SignalP 4.0: Discriminating signal peptides from
transmembrane regions. Nat. Methods 2011, 8, 785–786. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Jones, P.; Binns, D.; Chang, H.-Y.; Fraser, M.; Li, W.; McAnulla, C.; McWilliam, H.; Maslen, J.; Mitchell, A.;
Nuka, G.; et al. InterProScan 5: Genome-scale protein function classification. Bioinformatics 2014, 30,
1236–1240. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Götz, S.; Arnold, R.; Sebastian-Leon, P.; Martin-Rodriguez, S.; Tischler, P.; Jehl, M.A.; Dopazo, J.; Rattei, T.;
Conesa, A. B2G-FAR, a species-centered GO annotation repository. Bioinformatics 2011, 27, 919–924.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]
Eddy, S.R. Accelerated Profile HMM Searches. PLoS Comput. Biol. 2011, 7, e1002195. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Mortazavi, A.; Williams, B.A.; McCue, K.; Schaeffer, L.; Wold, B. Mapping and quantifying mammalian
transcriptomes by RNA-Seq. Nat. Methods 2008, 5, 621–628. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Li, B.; Dewey, C.N. RSEM: Accurate transcript quantification from RNA-Seq data with or without a reference
genome. BMC Bioinform. 2011, 12, 323. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Darriba, D.; Taboada, G.L.; Doallo, R.; Posada, D. ProtTest 3: Fast selection of best-fit models of protein
evolution. Bioinformatics 2011, 27, 1164–1165. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Stamatakis, A. RAxML version 8: A tool for phylogenetic analysis and post-analysis of large phylogenies.
Bioinformatics 2014, 30, 1312–1313. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Han, M.V.; Zmasek, C.M. phyloXML: XML for evolutionary biology and comparative genomics.
Bioinformatics 2009, 10, 356. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Kloepper, T.H.; Huson, D.H. Drawing explicit phylogenetic networks and their integration into SplitsTree.
BMC Evol. Biol. 2008, 8, 22. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
© 2017 by the authors. Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access
article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
(CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

